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SENATE BILL #2845 

TITLE:  Authorizing Expenditures from the ASUW Student Services 
Endowment for the Creation of an Arabic & Middle East Studies 
Center 

DATE INTRODUCED:  December 6, 2022 

AUTHOR:    Director of Finance Hamilton  

SPONSORS:   President Brown, Senator Stadler, Senator Engel-Cartie, Senator 
Ewalt  

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming  

2. (ASUW)  is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and,  

3. WHEREAS, the ASUW Budget and Planning Committee annually opens applications for  

4. special projects and this year has received multiple requests totaling in excess of 

5.  $100,000 that has been allocated to fund such special projects; and, 

6. WHEREAS, multiple proposed projects could either not be funded or could be only  

7. partially funded with the funds allocated for special projects; and, 

8. WHEREAS, despite this, the ASUW Budget and Planning Committee believes that these 

9. projects are well-written proposals that would benefit the students at the University of  

10. Wyoming; and,  

11. WHEREAS, the ASUW maintains multiple endowments at the University of Wyoming 

12. Foundation, among these the Facilities Endowment, created by Senate 

13. Bill #2042; and,  

14. WHEREAS, this endowment currently has a corpus in excess of $2.2 million, and  

15. allocatable funds of $353,217.93; and,  

16. WHEREAS, the purpose of this endowment is to, “finance the enhancement of student 
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17. service buildings, venues, or other projects at the University of Wyoming as designated  

18. by the ASUW Student Government;” and, 

19. WHEREAS, by using this endowment, ASUW could fund some of the remaining special 

20. projects that could not be fully funded; and, 

21. WHEREAS, after significant discussion, the ASUW Budget and Planning Committee  

22. decided that funding the proposed Arabic & Middle East Studies Center, as shown in   

23. Addendum A, would enhance the student experience on campus; and, 

24. WHEREAS, the Arabic & Middle East Studies Center is a proposal by the UW 

25. Arabic & Middle East Studies Program, who requested $40,000 to build an Arabic &  

26. Middle East Studies Center, with the proposal requesting $4,700 to go towards  

27. demolition and removal of existing cabinets and other room accessories, $3,800 going  

28. towards the patching and painting of the room, $3,400 going towards installing new  

29. carpet, $4,000 going towards installing new lighting and outlets, $12,345 going towards 

30.  the renovation of room 331, $350 going toward MENA-appropriate light fixtures,  

31.  $5,000 going towards culture kits, $1,994 going towards televisions, $1,750 going  

32. towards a smart board, $1,500 going towards language resource books, $200 going  

33. towards prayer rugs, $265 going towards cultural artifacts, $4,493 going  

34. towards furniture, $138 going towards a white board, $3,650 going towards office 

35. furnishings, and $315 going towards tea and coffee makers; and, 

36. WHEREAS, the study center would be placed within the Arts & Sciences Building, and 

37. any student could come to use the center; and,  

38. WHEREAS, the special projects proposed legislation that was authored after extensive  

39. discussion within the Budget and Planning Committee commits $27,655 to this project,  
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40. with all requested line items being fully funded with the exception of the $6,900 cost for 

41. renovation of room 331 and the $5,445 cost for sound booth panels and ceiling 

42. maintenance for room 331; and, 

43. WHEREAS, this still leaves $12,345 in unmet need from their request, in addition to the 

44. fact that, even if their request was funded in full by ASUW funds, there would still not  

45. be enough to fund the entirety of the Arabic & Middle East Studies Center and,  

46. WHEREAS, there were no remaining funds from special projects to fund this request,  

47. but it could be easily funded using the Facilities Endowment; and, 

48. WHEREAS, by funding this request through the Facilities Endowment, ASUW 

49. could show our commitment to creating a robust and educational environment for Arabic 

50. and Middle East studies. 

51. THEREFORE, be it enacted by the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming 

52. (ASUW) Student Government authorizes the expenditure of $6,900 from the ASUW 

53. Facilities Endowment, to be spent as outlined in Addendums A & C, and that, in 

54. exchange for this funding support, the stipulations outlined therein shall be held as 

55. binding upon the architects and enactors of these proposals; and,  

56. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that these funds shall be revoked and returned to the 

57. liquid assets of the endowment if a project that these funds are allocated for is 

58. permanently canceled or the funds have not been taken out by the end of Fiscal Year 

59. 2023, whichever comes first; and,  

60. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that any remaining funds from these allocations that 

61. are unnecessary for the completion of these projects shall also be returned to the liquid 

62. assets of the endowment; and, 
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63. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that the ASUW Accountant shall be tasked with 

64. communicating and overseeing the disbursement of these funds; and,  

65. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that this authorization takes effect immediately upon 

66. passage and enactment of this bill after the UW General Counsel review of ASUW 

67. endowment funds.  

Referred to: _____________Budget and Planning; Advocacy, Diversity, and Policy  

Date of Passage:     January 17th, 2022         Signed:       

(ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on January 17th, 2022         , I do hereby sign my name hereto  

 

and approve this Senate action.”         
       ASUW President  
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Addendum A 
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Addendum B 
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Addendum C 

 

 


