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SENATE RESOLUTION #2878 

TITLE:   ASUW Resolution on Budgetary Autonomy and UW 
Regulation 11-5 

DATE INTRODUCED:   April 18, 2023 

AUTHOR:     Senator Anderson and First-Year Senator Keasling 

SPONSORS:    The Budget and Planning Committee 

 

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming  

2. (ASUW) is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and, 

3. WHEREAS, UW Regulation 11-5 explicitly states that, among other budgetary powers,  

4. the ASUW Student Government has the express ability as follows: 

5.   A. “authorized to allocate student fee receipts under its control;” 

6.   B. “authorized to create reserve funds, as [the Government] deems  

7.          appropriate;” and, 

8.    C. “authorized to establish endowment funds at the University Foundation, with  

9.          approval of the Board of Trustees” (BOT);  

10. as outlined in Addendum A (University Regulation 11-5: ASUW Student Government);  

11. and, 

12. WHEREAS, the ASUW Student Government recognizes UW Regulation 11-5 as the  

13. final and only charter granting the ASUW Student Government its authority as a  

14. governing body; and, 

15. WHEREAS, the ASUW Student Government has been notified of potential changes to  

16. its ability to maintain and/or create reserves and permanently endowed funds, as  

17. outlined in Addendum B, which shows the memo that ASUW received on March 30th,  
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18. 2023, regarding our designated operating account, reserves, and endowments; and, 

19. WHEREAS, little has been communicated on the scope of said changes to the ASUW  

20. Student Government such that relevant decision-making parties do not have an  

21. appropriate understanding of the reasons, timing or timeline for their implementation;  

22. and, 

23. WHEREAS, without a complete understanding of proposed changes, the ASUW Student 

24. Government can neither give effective input on the direction of said changes, nor can it  

25. adequately prepare to adapt if they were to be implemented; and, 

26. WHEREAS, the ASUW Student Government’s reserve and permanently endowed funds  

27. continue to provide extensive benefit to students through the disbursement of annual  

28. scholarships, provisions for programs, support of student organizations; and, 

29. WHEREAS, the ASUW Student Government maintains reserves to ensure that  

30. operations remain unaffected should enrollment or income to the ASUW Student  

31. Government decrease, or to support students in extreme circumstances as was  

32. demonstrated at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, and they are not collected from  

33. students to be saved intentionally, in accordance with University Regulation 7-10, as  

34. shown in Addendum C, which does not explicitly prohibit having reserves, but rather  

35. outlines the primary uses for reserves; and, 

36. WHEREAS, these reasons in UW Regulation 7-10 are: 

37.   “A. To provide support in the event of a sudden shortfall in revenue (e.g.  

38.         unforeseen drop in enrollment or a reduction in state appropriations); 

39.   B. To cover unanticipated expenditures (e.g. unanticipated increases in utility  

40.        costs, deferred maintenance item that requires immediate attention, legal fees, 
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41.        faculty start-ups, minor upgrades or renovations of classrooms and labs, etc.); 

42.   C. To fund unexpected opportunities and provide for extraordinary, one-time  

43.        investments; and, 

44. WHEREAS, UW Regulation 7-10 continues with following:  

45.    “Reserves should not be utilized to backfill expected shortfalls in revenue unless  

46.    a plan exists to either increase the respective revenue stream or reduce related  

47.    expenses. The use of reserves is appropriate to assist with timing issues, but  

48.   should not be relied upon for the support of on-going expenditures;” and,  

49. WHEREAS, the ASUW Student Government does not use its reserve funds in a manner 

50. that violates UW Regulation 7-10, specifically the section outlined in the previous  

51. whereas clause; and, 

52. WHEREAS, the ASUW Student Government sees that there is a conflict between UW  

53. Regulation 7-10 and 11-5 due to its account type, but University Regulation 11-5  

54. explicitly states and outlines that, “The ASUW Student Government is authorized to  

55. create reserve funds, as it deems appropriate;” and,  

56. WHEREAS, moving the ASUW Student Government’s reserves without consultation to  

57. resolve this issue in a fair, just, timely, and appropriate manner would greatly hinder and  

58. impair the ASUW student government; and, 

59. WHEREAS, the aforementioned functions of the ASUW Student Government outlined  

60. in lines 29, 30, and 31 of this resolution, as well as the plethora of other services that 

61. ASUW offers to students are irreplaceable in serving students on the UW campus. 

62. THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming   

63. (ASUW) Student Government that any change to the ASUW Student Government’s  
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64. Budgetary authority, especially its ability to create and maintain reserve and permanently 

65. endowed funds, should be done in collaboration with the ASUW; and, 

66. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that any change or revision to UW Regulation 11-5  

67. should be well-communicated to, and thoroughly discussed with, relevant parties within  

68. the ASUW Student Government to ensure that any changes or revisions neither  

69. unduly hinder the ASUW Student Government’s ability to serve students, nor put in  

70. jeopardy the long-term viability of the organization; and, 

71. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that if the ASUW Student Government is to adhere  

72. to UW Regulation 7-10 it (the ASUW) should be involved in the implementation of this  

73. policy to ensure that the funds currently in the ASUW Student Government’s reserves  

74. remain funds for it to use in accordance with whichever policy is observed; and, 

75. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that the ASUW Student Government continues to  

76. endorse having budgetary autonomy over the funds it collects in its student fee annually  

77. and over the funds currently held in its reserves; and, 

78. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that ASUW supports resolving the contradiction  

79. between University Regulations 11-5 and 7-10 regarding Designated Operating funds;  

80. and, 

81. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that upon passage, a copy of this resolution  

82. be sent to the UW Board of Trustees, the UW Provost, the UW Vice President for  

83. Student Affairs, and the UW Vice President for Financial Affairs. 
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Referred to: ___Budget and Planning, Programs and Institutional Development  

Date of Passage:___April 25th, 2023___________ Signed: ________________________ 

(ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on___April 25th, 2023________, I do hereby sign my name hereto  

 

and approve this Senate action.” ______________________________________________ 
        (ASUW President) 
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