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SENATE BILL #2970 

TITLE:   Funding a Vote Center at the University of Wyoming Gateway 
Center from 2026-2036 

DATE INTRODUCED:  04/02/24 

AUTHOR:    First-Year Senator Hargett, President Murfitt  

SPONSORS: Senators Brown, Culp, Gomelsky, Hennigar, Hulen, Keasling, 
Langford, Moore, Schliebe; First-Year Senators Heffley, 
Mackenzie, Morales, Verdeyen; Director of Community and 
Governmental Affairs Bouma; Chief of Legislative Affairs Knopp; 
Turning Point USA at UWYO; Young Americans for Freedom; 
Bridge UWyo 

 

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming  

2. (ASUW) is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and,  

3. WHEREAS, the Albany County Clerk has expressed significant interest in having a  

4. vote center on campus; and, 

5. WHEREAS, having a vote center on campus would improve civic engagement by the  

6. student body, faculty, and staff at the University of Wyoming; and, 

7. WHEREAS, having a vote center on campus would increase awareness that an election  

8. is taking place; and, 

9. WHEREAS, the Gateway Center is a short walk from anywhere on the main campus and 

10. would make voting more accessible to those without vehicles; and, 

11. WHEREAS, having a vote center on campus would bring thousands of people from the  

12. Laramie community onto the University of Wyoming campus and to one of its newest  

13. buildings; and,  

14. WHEREAS, having a vote center on campus would build a relationship between the  
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15. State of Wyoming, the Laramie community, and the University of Wyoming; and, 

16. WHEREAS, the Gateway Center is the most accessible place for a vote center, as a vote  

17. center would need to accommodate thousands of people rotating in and out of the  

18. building and parking lot throughout election day; and, 

19. WHEREAS, in 2026, Albany County intends to transition from having many location  

20. based polling places to a few vote centers, where anyone from Albany County can vote;  

21. and, 

22. WHEREAS, extensive communication has been done with both Kayla White, the  

23. Albany County Clerk, and Derek Jones, who manages the Gateway Center to confirm  

24. the logistics of this legislation; and, 

25. WHEREAS, both the Albany County Clerk and Derek Jones are in support of this  

26. project; and,  

27. WHEREAS, Derek Jones has written up a contract, found in Addendum B, that can be  

28. recreated for each election occurrence; and, 

29. WHEREAS, the VP of Student Affairs has expressed interest in this project and UW  

30. funding this project, though this funding has not been planned or assured; and, 

31. THEREFORE, be it enacted by the Associated Students of the University of  

32. Wyoming (ASUW) Student Government that ASUW will create a budget line item in 

33. their annual budget dedicated to paying for the voting center annually with the line item 

34. being implemented starting in the ASUW fiscal year 2026 budget; and, 

35. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that the money in the line item be used to provide  

36. to the Albany County Clerk in the amount of $5,000 to fund the renting of the Gateway 

37. Center for the voting dates provided by the Albany County Clerk listed in Addendum A; 
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38. and, 

39. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that the University of Wyoming Gateway Center  

40. should be a vote center beginning in 2026 and for nine years after; and,  

41. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that the Albany County Clerk’s Office should be  

42. permitted to utilize the Gateway Center the afternoons before election days, to set up  

43. election equipment; the day of election days; and the morning after election days, before  

44. the equipment is removed (removal begins at 7:00 am); and,  

45. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that the University of Wyoming Gateway Center  

46. work with the Albany County Clerk on any other necessary logistics; and, 

47. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that upon passage, a copy of this legislation be sent  

48. to the University of Wyoming Gateway Center, Office of the President, Board of  

49. Trustees, Division of Student Affairs; Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Office, SLCE  

50. Civic Engagement Coordinator, UW Faculty Senate, Albany County Clerk’s Office,  

51. College of Arts and Sciences, Turning Point USA at UWyo, UWyo College Democrats,  

52. UWyo Young Americans for Liberty, Wyoming Young Communist League, Bridge  

53. UWyo,  Political Science Club, and the Branding Iron; and, 

54. THEREFORE, be it further enacted that this legislation goes into effect immediately 

55. upon passage. 

 

Referred to: ___HOPE, AD&P, B&P_________________________________________ 

Date of Passage:     April 9th, 2024         Signed: ________________________________ 
     

(ASUW Chairperson) 
“Being enacted on April 9th, 2024               , I do hereby sign my name hereto  
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and approve this Senate action.”         
      ASUW President  
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Addendum A  

Albany County will use the Gateway Center as a Vote Center on even-numbered years for the 

primary election on the first Tuesday after the third Monday in August and the general election 

on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November. The exact dates are shown in the email 

below from the Albany County Clerk:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Addendum B 
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