
SENATE RESOLUTION #2964 

TITLE:  Support for an Increase of Safety Measures on U.S. Highway 287 

DATE INTRODUCED:  03/25/2024 

AUTHOR:    Senators Hennigar, Schliebe and Director of Community   
    and Governmental Affairs Bouma 

SPONSORS:  President Murfitt; Senators Gomelsky, Grimm, Keasling, 
Langford, Relaford, Saint, Slattery, Knull, Brown; First-Year 
Senators Hargett, Shosh; Student-At-Large Tanner Ewalt, Michelle 
Lake, Darrah Short, Grant Dillivan, Eva Allred; The Advocacy, 
Diversity, & Policy Committee; Homecoming, Outreach, 
Programming, and Elections Committee; Traditions and Student 
Outreach Committee; Delta Delta Delta Sorority, Alpha Phi 
Sorority 

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming  
2. (ASUW) is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and, 
3. WHEREAS, ASUW has a duty to advocate, protect, and serve University of Wyoming 
4. students in the best manner possible; and, 
5. WHEREAS, on February 22nd, 2024 University of Wyoming students Carson Muir, 
6. Charlie Clark, and Luke Slabber “all lost their lives in a single-vehicle crash at the 
7. intersection of Highway 287 and Red Mountain Road, northwest of Livermore in Larimer 
8. County, Colorado and two other members of the swim team almost lost their lives in the 
9. same accident”; and, 
10. WHEREAS, in September 2001, “eight members of UW’s cross-country team – Kevin 
11. Salverson, Justice Lambert-Belanger, Cody Brown, Kyle Johnson, Joshua Jones, Morgan 
12. McLeland, Nicholas Schabron, and Shane Shatto” lost their lives on Highway 287; and, 
13. WHERAS, Ruben Narcisse lost his life in 2010 on U.S. Highway 287; and, 
14. WHEREAS, in February 2021, three UW Students, Sienna Potter, Rebecca Marley, and 
15. William Malone lost their lives on Highway 287; and, 
16. WHEREAS, Highway 287 has received over 570 crashes, 15 of them being fatal, in the 
17. past five years; and,  
18. WHEREAS, As seen in Addendum A “portions of Highway 287 have above average 
19. crash rates”, emphasizing the need for future safety improvements; and.  
20. WHEREAS, improvement and expansion of these safety standards may decrease deaths 
21. on U.S. Highway 287 between Laramie and Fort Collins; and,  
22. WHEREAS, it is well known that this road is considered to be one of the most dangerous  
23. in the area due to the weather conditions constantly experienced by region and due to the  
24. mountainous terrain; and, 



25. WHEREAS, the Student Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) has been consulted and 
26. expressed their support of this legislation, as seen in Addendum C; and, 
27. WHEREAS, as seen in Addendum D, the ASUW also strongly encourages students to  
28. wear their seatbelts seeing the good work they do to keep people safe; and, 
29. WHEREAS, as seen in Addendum G, Chairman of the Colorado Student Government  
30. Desalvo sponsors this resolution.  
31. THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming 
32. honors the lives lost and announces support and care to all those affected by these  
33. crashes and deaths on Highway 287; and, 
34. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that ASUW advocates and encourages for an 
35. increase of safety measures on Highway 287, including but not limited to guard rails, 
36. increase in law enforcement and patrol, increase in visibility through lighting equipment, 
37. camera surveillance, and more; and, 
38. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that the ASUW continues to encourage members of  
39. the student body to sign any petitions surrounding the above safety measures in order to  
40. ensure the wellbeing of all students and community members that drive U.S. Highway 
41. 287; and, 
42. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to all Colorado 
43. and Wyoming college student governments upon passage of this resolution; and, 
44. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to the  
45. Wyoming State Legislature, Colorado State Legislature, Wyoming Department of 
46. Transportation (WYDOT) and the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) upon 
47. passage of this resolution. 

 
Referred to: ___AD&P, HOPE, and Steering______________________________________ 

 

Date of Passage:    March 25th, 2024           Signed:                                                                
         (ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on    March 25th, 2024 , I do hereby sign my name hereto and approve this  

 

Senate action.” _______________________________________________________________                                                                                           
      ASUW President 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Addendum A 

Mental Health Resources 

If you have been affected by any of these events and desire mental health assistance, please 
reach out to the following sources. 

 

Dean of Students Office 

Knight Hall 

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm 

(307) 766-3296 

Dos@uwyo.edu 

 

University Counseling Center (UCC) 

Monday-Friday 8pm-5pm 

(307) 766-2187 

Uccstaff@uwyo.edu 

 

WellSpring Counseling Clinic 

Mondays and Wednesdays 5-9pm; Thursdays 9am-1pm and 2-6pm; Fridays 12-4pm 

(307) 766-6820 

UW-Well@uwyo.edu 

 

After Hours Crisis Counselor  

(307) 766-8989 

 

mailto:Dos@uwyo.edu
mailto:Uccstaff@uwyo.edu
mailto:UW-Well@uwyo.edu


Addendum B 

UW Email Statement 

 

 

Addendum B 

Letter to CDOT and WYDOT, and State Legislatures 



 

 

 

Addendum C 

Student Athlete Advisory Committee Letter 



 

To the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming: 

Charlie Clark, Carson Muir, and Luke Slabber: the names of three University of Wyoming 
student-athletes who lost their lives on February 22nd, 2024. Their names are remembered 
alongside other UW student-athletes who were killed on U.S. Highway 287: Justin Lambert-
Belanger, Cody Brown, Kyle Johnson, Joshua Jones, Morgan McLeland, Kevin Salverson, 
Nicholas Schabron, and Shane Shatto. While this may be the first time you have heard these 
names, they are well known among Wyoming student-athletes as the Wyoming 8. In 2001, the 
Wyoming 8 were killed in a car accident on U.S. Highway 287 only 17 miles south of Laramie, 
Wyoming. Another name that you may recognize is Nathan Reid, a UW track athlete killed on 
July 24th, 2023. He was found in the early morning following a single vehicle car accident. 
While he was killed on U.S. Highway 18/20, the conditions surrounding the accident are 
painfully similar to road conditions on U.S. Highway 287: the highway had poor visibility, no 
guardrails, and low monitoring by highway patrol. 

Twelve UW student-athletes have lost their lives in highway car accidents within the last 23 
years. These student-athletes were peers, community members, and friends to people around the 
state. This number encompasses lives lost from the UW athletic community; it does not include 
the lives of faculty, staff, students, and other UW community members that have lost their lives 
due to dangerous highway conditions. To continue to lose UW student-athletes and community 
members after 23 years in which safety could have been increased and highway conditions 
improved is both painful and disheartening, and the UW athletic community continues to grieve 
the loss of peers, mentors, and friends. On behalf of the athlete community, the Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee supports the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming in 
demanding increased highway safety and urges you to remember those student-athletes who have 
been lost to dangerous highways in and around the state of Wyoming: Justin Lambert-Belanger, 
Cody Brown, Kyle Johnson, Joshua Jones, Morgan McLeland, Kevin Salverson, Nicholas 
Schabron, Shane Shatto, Nathan Reid, Charlie Clark, Carson Muir, and Luke Slabber. 

Madyson Willis 

University of Wyoming Student Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) 

Organization Relations Officer 



 

Addendum C 

News Articles of Highway 287 

All information cited in the resolution is from the following sources. For more information, use 
the link cited below. 

USA Today1 

“With 15 fatalities in the last 11 years, including three this year, the 30-mile stretch from 
Colorado Highway 14 to the Wyoming state line has earned its morbid reputation.” 

WyomingNews2 

“The highway claimed three more lives last week. Carson Muir, 18, Charlie Clark, 19, and Luke 
Slabber, 21, all died in a single-vehicle crash last Thursday at the intersection of Highway 287 
and Red Mountain Road, northwest of Livermore in Larimer County, Colorado.” 

“Two others were injured in the crash, and both were also members of the men’s team” 

“In September 2001, eight members of UW’s cross-country team — Kevin Salverson, 19, of 
Cheyenne; Justin Lambert-Belanger, 20, of Timmins, Ontario, Canada; Cody Brown, 21, of 
Hudson, Colorado; Kyle Johnson, 20, of Riverton; Joshua Jones, 22, of Salem, Oregon; Morgan 
McLeland, 21, of Gillette; Nicholas Schabron, 20, of Laramie; and Shane Shatto, 19, of Douglas 
— were killed by a drunken driver in a two-vehicle collision south of Laramie.” 

“In 2010, Ruben Narcisse, 19, a football player from Miami, Florida, was killed six miles south 
of the state line after a driver of the vehicle he was in fell asleep at the wheel. Tie Siding was 
also the site of a recent fatal accident involving a WyoTech student.” 

 
1 Blumhardt, M. (2024, February 24). ‘highway of death’: This stretch of US 287 earned its morbid 

reputation. Can that change? USA Today. https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2023/11/02/us-
highway-287-highway-14-north-of-fort-collins-to-wyoming-is-deadly-can-that-
change/71359603007/?gnt-cfr=1 

 
2 Taylor, A. (2024, February 28). Taylor column: It’s time to do something about highway 287. 

WyomingNews. https://www.wyomingnews.com/wyosports/university_of_wyoming/taylor-
column-its-time-to-do-something-about-highway-287/article_bdae176a-d5ab-11ee-a30f-
7fb06fc06c6c.html 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2023/11/02/us-highway-287-highway-14-north-of-fort-collins-to-wyoming-is-deadly-can-that-change/71359603007/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2023/11/02/us-highway-287-highway-14-north-of-fort-collins-to-wyoming-is-deadly-can-that-change/71359603007/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2023/11/02/us-highway-287-highway-14-north-of-fort-collins-to-wyoming-is-deadly-can-that-change/71359603007/?gnt-cfr=1
https://www.wyomingnews.com/wyosports/university_of_wyoming/taylor-column-its-time-to-do-something-about-highway-287/article_bdae176a-d5ab-11ee-a30f-7fb06fc06c6c.html
https://www.wyomingnews.com/wyosports/university_of_wyoming/taylor-column-its-time-to-do-something-about-highway-287/article_bdae176a-d5ab-11ee-a30f-7fb06fc06c6c.html
https://www.wyomingnews.com/wyosports/university_of_wyoming/taylor-column-its-time-to-do-something-about-highway-287/article_bdae176a-d5ab-11ee-a30f-7fb06fc06c6c.html


“The 30-mile section from north of Fort Collins to the Wyoming state line has had 570 crashes 
— including 15 fatal wrecks — in the past five years, according to a Colorado Department of 
Transportation report published in the Denver Post.” 

 

 

Addendum D 

Seatbelt Safety 

The below screenshots are from the CDC providing information surrounding the benefits of 
wearing a seatbelt and how it can help prevent injury and death. 

 



 

 



 

Addendum E 

Petitions 

Implement Guard Rails on Highway 287 for Safer Travel3 

 

Former UW Student Ryan Gamez started a change.org petition on February 23rd, 2024 to 
implement guard rails on Highway 287. As of February 29th, 2024, this petition has 2,231 
signatures. 

 

 
3 Gamez, R. (2024). Implement Guard Rails on Highway 287 for Safer Travel. Change.org. 

https://www.change.org/p/implement-guard-rails-on-highway-287-for-safer-travel 

 

https://www.change.org/p/implement-guard-rails-on-highway-287-for-safer-travel


My way for the highway: Laramie man starts petition for more safety on U.S. Highway 
2874 

“This petition is in request of additional officer presence on Highway 287 due to high speeds and 
carelessness of other drivers on the road making it unsafe for the residents of the surrounding 
areas to enter and exit their dwellings subdivisions. Additional presence would ensure safety for 
all drivers and residents surrounding Highway 287.” 

“The petition had 82 signatures as of Dec. 27, 2023.” 

 

 

Addendum F 

How to contact Local Government to make change 

The Colorado Governor, Jared Polis, has a constituent service department where citizens can call 
and get assistance as well as getting their concerns heard. The majority of calls the Governor 
receives are compiled into a report for him to see and then work towards the changes people 
want to see. 

 

 

 
4 Ryczek, C. (2024, January 10). My way for the highway: Laramie man starts petition for more safety 

on U.S. highway 287. Laramie Boomerang. 
https://www.wyomingnews.com/laramieboomerang/news/my-way-for-the-highway-laramie-
man-starts-petition-for-more-safety-on-u-s/article_7e7c0828-af3a-11ee-a70c-8f8f1ceb876a.html 

 

https://www.wyomingnews.com/laramieboomerang/news/my-way-for-the-highway-laramie-man-starts-petition-for-more-safety-on-u-s/article_7e7c0828-af3a-11ee-a70c-8f8f1ceb876a.html
https://www.wyomingnews.com/laramieboomerang/news/my-way-for-the-highway-laramie-man-starts-petition-for-more-safety-on-u-s/article_7e7c0828-af3a-11ee-a70c-8f8f1ceb876a.html


 

 

Governor Gordon of Wyoming has a contact page on his website for citizens to reach out about 
the concerns they have about the state of Wyoming and different processes.  

 

 

Both governors want to help the people of their states and help make positive changes, reaching 
out and asking for guard rails to be placed along 287 is a great way to get your voice out there 
and to try to help prevent further casualties along this highway. 

 

 

 

 

 



Addendum G 

 

Chairman of the Colorado Student Government Coalition Desalvo sponsors this resolution 
 


