
SENATE RESOLUTION #3061 

TITLE:  A Resolution to Establish a Nuclear Engineering Program at 

the University of Wyoming 

DATE INTRODUCED: 10/03/2025 

AUTHORS: Senators Lindsay, Shosh, and Smith 

SPONSORS: UW American Nuclear Society, Young Americans for Liberty 

(YAL); Senators Hansen and Robinson  

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming

2. (ASUW) is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and,

3. WHEREAS, the School of Energy Resources (SER) and the School of Engineering have

4. already made great strides in educating the next generation of nuclear scientists, upon

5. offering a newly created graduate and postgraduate Nuclear Energy Science certificates

6. (2025), as reflected in Addendum F; and,

7. WHEREAS, Wyoming is self-identified as a leader in energy innovation, Governor

8. Mark Gordon stated that “Wyoming strives to meet the growing demand for energy and

9. support energy innovation (Gordon, 2025),” as reflected in Addendum A; and,

10. WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) has stated that “data center load

11. growth has tripled over the past decade and is projected to double or triple by 2028 [...]

12. to account for data center expansion and the rise of artificial intelligence (AI)

13. applications, domestic manufacturing growth, and electrification of different industries

14. (DOE, 2024),” as reflected in Addendum B; and,

15. WHEREAS, Wyoming currently has a nuclear power plant under construction that is

16. projected to create approximately 1,600 jobs during peak construction and sustain

17. around 250 jobs once operational (TerraPower, 2025),” as reflected in Addendum G;
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18. and,

19. WHEREAS, national lawmakers have made significant progress in streamlining the

20. construction of nuclear power plants with the ADVANCE (Accelerating Deployment of

21. Versatile, Advanced Nuclear for Clean Energy) Act of 2024 (LOC, 2025) as well as the

22. Deploying Advanced Nuclear Reactor Technologies for National Security executive

23. order signed by the president of the U.S. (Trump, 2025) as reflected in Addenda J and

24. C; and,

25. WHEREAS, the Wyoming Energy Authority (WEA) states that Wyoming is the largest

26. producer of uranium in the United States and has maintained its status as a leading

27. uranium producer in the U.S. since the 1950s (WEA, 2021) as reflected in Addendum

28. E; and,

29. WHEREAS the University of Wyoming previously had a functioning experimental

30. reactor on campus, according to the Cowboy State Daily (2024), as 25 universities in the

31. United States now have (DOE, 2025) as reflected in Addendum I and B; and,

32. WHEREAS, F.E. Warren Air Force Base is slotted to replace and modify facilities to

33. transition from Minuteman III to Sentinel ICBM, which is projected to create 2,500

34. 3,000 temporary jobs during construction as reflected in Addendum H; and,

35. WHEREAS, the University of Wyoming School of Energy Resources has approved 6

36. Nuclear Energy Research Projects in 2025 (UWYO, 2025) as reflected in

37. Addendum F; and,

38. WHEREAS, previous resolutions such as ASUW SENATE RESOLUTION # 2988 have

39. supported expanding programs at the School of Engineering, as reflected in Addendum

40. K; and,

41. WHEREAS, a primary concern among the School of Engineering regarding the creation
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42. of a Nuclear Engineering major is the significant capitol, and funding for staff and

43. maintenance, hence, why this resolution should be sent to the State Appropriations

44. Committee.

45. THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Associated Students of the University of

46. Wyoming (ASUW) Student Government supports the creation of a major in Nuclear

47. Engineering at the University of Wyoming; and,

48. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that this resolution, in coordination with the Vice

49. President of Governmental and Community Affairs, be sent to the State Legislature’s

50. Appropriation Committee; and,

51. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that immediately upon passage of this legislation, a

52. copy of this resolution is sent to the Board of Trustees, the UW President, and relevant

53. members of the UW President’s Cabinet.

Referred to: ___________SWAC__HOPE__TASFRC______________________________ 

Date of 
Passage:  October 14, 2025___  Signed:____________________________________

 (ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on    October 14, 2025_   , I do hereby sign my name hereto and approve this

Senate action.” _______________________________________________________________

 ASUW President 
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ADDENDUM A 

Govenor Gordon: 

https://governor.wyo.gov/news-releases/governor-gordon-joins-governors-cox-and-little-to-

ink-tri-state-energy-mou 
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ADDENDUM B 

Department of Energy: 

https://www.energy.gov/articles/doe-releases-new-report-evaluating-increase-electricity-

demand-data-centers 

 

https://neup.inl.gov/infrastructure/university-research-reactors/ 
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ADDENDUM C 

Executive Order:  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/05/deploying-advanced-nuclear-

reactor-technologies-for-national-security/ 
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ADDENDUM D 

Cowboy State Daily: 

https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/03/23/urban-myth-busted-there-was-a-tiny-working-nuclear-

reactor-at-uw-50-years-ago/ 

 

  

Passed 18-0-0

https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/03/23/urban-myth-busted-there-was-a-tiny-working-nuclear-reactor-at-uw-50-years-ago/
https://cowboystatedaily.com/2024/03/23/urban-myth-busted-there-was-a-tiny-working-nuclear-reactor-at-uw-50-years-ago/


   
 

   
 

 

ADDENDUM E 

Wyoming Energy Authority: 

https://wyoenergy.org/portfolio/uranium/ 
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ADDENDUM F 

University of Wyoming: 

https://www.uwyo.edu/news/2025/03/six-nuclear-related-reseach-proposals-selected-for-

funding-from-uw-school-of-energy-resources.html 

 

https://www.uwyo.edu/uw/degree-programs/nuclear-energy-certificate.html 
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ADDENDUM G 

TerraPower: 

https://www.terrapower.com/wyoming/ 
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ADDENDUM H 

 

Air Force: 

https://www.afgsc.af.mil/Sentinel/Project-Information/ 
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ADDENDUM I 

 

 

Image A: “Dr. Victor Ryan in the small control room of the tiny nuclear reactor he 

brought to the University of Wyoming and was kept in the basement of the old engineering 

building. (Courtesy Greg Ryan)” Obtained from Cowboy State Daily. 
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ADDENDUM J 

Library of Congress (LOC) 

https://www.congress.gov/118/bills/s870/BILLS-118s870enr.pdf 
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ADDENDUM K 
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