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TITLE: A Resolution Encouraging the Wyoming State Legislature to 

Expand the Hathaway Scholarship Program 

DATE INTRODUCED: 10/31/2025 

AUTHOR:  Director of External Public Affairs and Advocacy Fernholz 

Hartman, President Medina, Chief of Staff Hargett 

SPONSORS:        Hathaway Expansion Ad-Hoc Committee; Senators Cooper, 
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Coalition 

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming

2. (ASUW) is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and,

3. WHEREAS, the Hathaway Scholarship Program (Hathaway) is a program that rewards

4. eligible Wyoming students with scholarship money to further their education; and,

5. WHEREAS, the Hathaway has been a critical program in making college affordable and

6. accessible for students in Wyoming; and,

7. WHEREAS, the Hathaway is a successful program with 2,050 students utilizing funds in

8. the 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 academic year (Addendum A); and,

9. WHEREAS, the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming passed Senate

10. Resolution #2129 in 2005 supporting the initial passage of the Hathaway Scholarship

11. Program; and,

12. WHEREAS, Senate Resolution #2129 recognized the economic and social development

13. benefits of higher education in the state of Wyoming (Addendum B); and,
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14. WHEREAS, the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming still believes that  

15. greater accessibility to a higher education is essential for the development of the State of 

16. Wyoming; and,  

17. WHEREAS, the cost of tuition and fees at the University of Wyoming increases each 

18. year (Addendum D); and, 

19. WHEREAS, there has been significant erosion in the performance-based incentives  

20. provided by the program and in the accessibility of higher education due to the critical  

21. role the Hathaway plays in affordability for many students across the state; and, 

22. WHEREAS, the Honors Tier of the Hathaway Scholarship Program covered 91% of  

23. University of Wyoming (UW) tuition and fees for the 2006-2007 academic year, and  

24. now only covers 41% of tuition and fees for the 2025-2026 academic year (Addendum  

25. C); and, 

26. WHEREAS, in the 2006-2007 academic year, the Honors Tier of the Hathaway  

27. Program covered over 150% of tuition and fees at Wyoming community colleges, and 

28. now only covers around 70% of tuition and fees, depending on the Wyoming 

29. Community College (Addendum C); and, 

30. WHEREAS, the program was intended to motivate high school students to pursue the  

31. highest level of the merit-based award by providing powerful financial incentives for  

32. exceptional academic performance; and, 

33. WHEREAS, Article 7, Section 16 of the Wyoming Constitution asserts that “The  

34. university shall...be as nearly free as possible.” 

35. THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming 

36. (ASUW) Student Government that ASUW believes it is in the interest of the Wyoming  
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37. State Legislature to take the necessary actions to expand the Hathaway scholarship at all

38. levels in line with the initial bills’ intended level of support and financial incentives;

39. and,

40. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that ASUW supports necessary changes to be made

41. while understanding that any expansion will be beneficial given cash flow available; and,

42. THEREFORE, to ensure that the expansion of Hathaway is as beneficial to all Wyoming

43. students as possible, ASUW supports the implementation of more fair and equitable

44. selection criteria for Hathaway, as well as attempts to increase flexibility so that students

45. can use their funds as would best support their educational prospects; and,

46. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that upon passage, the relevant ASUW officials

47. coordinate an effort to represent the concerns of the students of the University of

48. Wyoming at the 2025-2026 Budget Session of the Wyoming State Legislature; and,

49. THEREFORE, be if further resolved that upon passage of this resolution, copies of this

50. resolution be provided to the President of the University of Wyoming, the Governor of

51. Wyoming, State Superintendent Degenfelder, all members of the Wyoming State

52. Legislature, the University of Wyoming Board of Trustees, and community colleges and

53. high school partners who would benefit from Hathaway expansion.

Referred to: ___________Steering, SWAC, TASFRC, & Hathaway Ad-Hoc ____________ 

Date of 

Passage:  November 11, 2025       Signed:____________________________________  

 (ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on  November 11, 2025   , I do hereby sign my name hereto and approve this 

Senate action.” _______________________________________________________________

 ASUW President 
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Addendum A 

WDE 5/28/2025 Memo to Joint Education Committee 
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Addendum B 
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Addendum C 
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Addendum D 

University of Wyoming Office of Institutional Analysis 
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