
SENATE RESOLUTION #3084 

TITLE: ASUW Opposition to the Wyoming State Legislature JAC’s 

Recommendation to Defund Wyoming Public Media 

DATE INTRODUCED: 01/30/2026 

AUTHOR:  Vice President McGuire, Chief of Staff Hargett 

SPONSORS: Senators Cooper, Smith, Wellikson; Steering; Chief of 

Legislative Affairs Heffley; Safety, Wellness, and Advocacy 

Committee; Student At-Large Muzquiz, Alday, Mejia, Ruiz, 

Gonzalez, Zubia, Nava-Castillo, Hernandez Jimenez, Flores 

Cabrera, McAdams, Derksen, Parrill, Novotny, Mora, Reyes, 

Lawler, Garcia, Sanchez, Garcia, Delgadillo, Sosa, Lopez, 

Chacon, Tzompa, Ottoes, Lopez; Wyoming Competitive 

Speech Team, Movimiento Estudiantil Chicanx de Aztlán of 

UWYO, Graduate Student Council 

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming

2. (ASUW) is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and,

3. WHEREAS, ASUW has previously expressed strong support for Freedom of

4. Expression in SB 2912 as found in Addendum A, and sees public media as a necessary

5. avenue through which this occurs; and,

6. WHEREAS, Wyoming Public Media is integral in connecting Wyoming community

7. members and University of Wyoming (UW) students to informative news and

8. programming; and,

9. WHEREAS, Wyoming Public Media has been the primary public news source in

10. Wyoming for nearly 60 years; and,

11. WHEREAS, Research has consistently found that Public Media improves voter turnout,

12. community literacy in local issues, and democratic integrity, as found in Addendums

13. B, C, D, and E; and,



14. WHEREAS, according to their own data, Wyoming Public Radio has between 50,000 

15. and 70,000 weekly listeners, making up a significant portion of the state population; and, 

16. WHEREAS, much of Wyoming is considered a news desert, with no daily statewide  

17. paper and diminishing local coverage; and, 

18. WHEREAS, recent events, such as the temporary closure of eight newspapers, have 

19. demonstrated the impact that cuts to news media can have in Wyoming, even if 

20. temporary; and, 

21. WHEREAS, other recent events such as reductions in printing by the Casper Star 

22. Tribune, have already exacerbated Wyomingites’ struggles to access credible, local  

23. news; and, 

24. WHEREAS, the defunding of Wyoming Public Media would significantly further these 

25. issues through a loss of Wyoming’s only major statewide news broadcaster; and, 

26. WHEREAS, National Public Radio and the Corporation for Public Broadcasting are 

27. separate entities from Wyoming Public Radio, with Wyoming Public Media only 

28. previously receiving 10% of their funding from these entities; and 

29. WHEREAS, the proposed cuts would reduce Wyoming Public Media’s budget by a 

30. further 17%; and, 

31. WHEREAS, the proposed cuts would result in the loss of funding for eight employees 

32. salaries (Addendum F), dramatically reducing the staff and capacity of Wyoming Public 

33. Media; and, 

34. WHEREAS, Wyoming Public Media operates under a Non-Commercial Education 

35. License (Addendum F) and therefore cannot offset state funding losses through 

36. advertising; and, 



37. WHEREAS, given the lack of viable alternative funding sources, the proposed cuts

38. would likely result in the significant downsizing of or closure of Wyoming Public

39. Media.

40. THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Associated Students of the University of

41. Wyoming (ASUW) Student Government stands in opposition to the Joint Appropriation

42. Committee’s (JAC) recommendation to cut all State funding from Wyoming Public

43. Media; and,

44. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that ASUW opposes any and all potential cuts to

45. Wyoming Public Media, even should a less significant cut be proposed; and,

46. THEREFORE, be it resolved that upon passage of this legislation, it be circulated to the

47. UW Vice President of Government and Community Affairs Mike Smith, UW President

48. Seidel, UW Board of Trustees, The Office of Governor Mark Gordon, Wyoming Public

49. Media, and the Wyoming State Legislature.

Referred to: ___________________Committee of the Whole_______________________ 

Date of 

Passage:    _____2/3/26_____       Signed:____________________________________  

 (ASUW Chairperson)  

“Being enacted on    ____2/3/26_____   , I do hereby sign my name hereto and approve this 

Senate action.” _______________________________________________________________

 ASUW President 



 

 

 

Addendum A 

https://www.uwyo.edu/asuw/about-us/legislative-branch/senate/legislation/2023-2024-

legislation/sb-2912-freedom-of-expression-final.pdf 

https://www.uwyo.edu/asuw/about-us/legislative-branch/senate/legislation/2023-2024-legislation/sb-2912-freedom-of-expression-final.pdf
https://www.uwyo.edu/asuw/about-us/legislative-branch/senate/legislation/2023-2024-legislation/sb-2912-freedom-of-expression-final.pdf


 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Addendum B 



https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/asc-public-media-can-improve-our-flawed-

democracy#:~:text=Building%20on%20this%2C%20a%20new,at%20Annenberg%20School%2

0for%20Communication.  

 

 

https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/asc-public-media-can-improve-our-flawed-democracy#:~:text=Building%20on%20this%2C%20a%20new,at%20Annenberg%20School%20for%20Communication
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/asc-public-media-can-improve-our-flawed-democracy#:~:text=Building%20on%20this%2C%20a%20new,at%20Annenberg%20School%20for%20Communication
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/asc-public-media-can-improve-our-flawed-democracy#:~:text=Building%20on%20this%2C%20a%20new,at%20Annenberg%20School%20for%20Communication


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addendum C 



https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268124004840?ref=pdf_download&fr=

RR-2&rr=9c42e79bbc13e671 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268124004840?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=9c42e79bbc13e671
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268124004840?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=9c42e79bbc13e671


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Addendum D 

https://mediafreedomcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/MFC-Final-Report.pdf 

https://mediafreedomcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/MFC-Final-Report.pdf


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Addendum E 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/19401612211060255 

 

 

 

 

 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/epub/10.1177/19401612211060255


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Addendum F 

https://www.wyomingpublicmedia.org/federal-funding-responses-to-questions 

https://www.wyomingpublicmedia.org/federal-funding-responses-to-questions


 

 


