
SENATE RESOLUTION #3085 

TITLE:  ASUW Opposition to the Wyoming State Legislature JAC’s 

Recommendation to Deny $6 Million Request for University of 

Wyoming Athletics  

DATE INTRODUCED: 01/30/2026 

AUTHOR: Senators Wellikson & Robinson 

SPONSORS: Senators Golden, Moore, Smith; Safety, Wellness, and 

Advocacy Committee, Steering; Chief of Legislative Affairs 

Heffley; Student at Large Ward, Muzquiz, Alday, Mejia, Ruiz, 

Gonzalez, Zubia, Nava-Castillo, Hernandez Jimenez, Mora, 

Reyes, Lawler, Garcia, Sanchez, Garcia, Delgadillo, Sosa, 

McAdams, Derksen, Parrill, Novotny, Lopez, Chacon, 

Tzompa; Kappa Kappa Psi, Movimiento Estudiantil Chicanx 

de Aztlán of UWYO, 

1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming

2. (ASUW) is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible; and,

3. WHEREAS, the University of Wyoming is Wyoming’s only four-year public

4. institution and serves as a critical pillar of the state’s educational system, economic 

5. development, workforce pipeline, and civic life; and,

6. WHEREAS, Article 7, Section 16 of the Wyoming Constitution requires that education

7. at the University of Wyoming be kept “as nearly free as possible,” as reflected in

8. Addendum B; and,

9. WHEREAS, reductions in state support undermine this constitutional guarantee by

10. shifting the financial burden onto students and their families through increased tuition

11. and fees, a shift recently adopted by many universities, reflected in Addenda L-P; and,

12. WHEREAS, the University of Wyoming Athletics Department constitutes a strategic

13. public investment that strengthens statewide identity, student engagement, alumni



14. connection, and national visibility for Wyoming; and,

15. WHEREAS, statewide public opinion data demonstrates broad and consistent support

16. for UW Athletics, with 84% of Wyoming residents identifying the athletic programs as

17. a source of pride and 65% viewing them as extremely important to the state’s identity

18. and reputation, as reflected in Addenda C and D; and,

19. WHEREAS, a majority of Wyoming residents support public investment in UW

20. Athletics, with 54% explicitly supporting the use of state-appropriated funds and 46%

21. supporting increased funding so long as it does not require a tax increase, as reflected in

22. Addenda C and D; and,

23. WHEREAS, the Athletics Department has requested $6 million in state funding to

24. comply with newly mandated NCAA settlement requirements related to student-athlete

25. compensation and Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL), as reflected in Addendum A; and,

26. WHEREAS, this request does not represent an expansion of the athletic program, but is

27. necessary to maintain existing operations and institutional compliance; and,

28. WHEREAS, Athletic Director Tom Burman has stated that without this funding, the

29. University would have to choose between remaining in Division I or dropping to a lower

30. level of competition, which would significantly reduce the University’s visibility,

31. competitiveness, and recruitment capacity, as reflected in Addendum E; and,

32. WHEREAS, public opinion data indicate that Wyoming residents overwhelmingly view

33. the loss of Division I status as harmful to the University of Wyoming’s reputation and

34. statewide standing, as reflected in Addenda C, D, and E; and,

35. WHEREAS, insufficient funding would place non-revenue “Olympic” sports at risk of

36. elimination, despite their strong academic performance, high graduation rates, and



37. meaningful participation opportunities for students; and,

38. WHEREAS, the elimination of athletic programs would likely force student-athletes to

39. leave the University and state all together, accelerating talent and workforce loss while

40. signaling diminished educational opportunity for Wyoming students; and,

41. WHEREAS, Division I athletics functions as a reliable economic driver for the City of

42. Laramie and surrounding communities, generating substantial visitor spending, tax

43. revenue, and seasonal employment, as reflected in Addendum F; and,

44. WHEREAS, UW Athletics produces an estimated $206.4 million in total average annual

45. economic impact, representing a 34-to-1 return on state investment, as reflected in

46. Addendum F; and,

47. WHEREAS, continued underinvestment in UW athletics risks pushing the program

48. toward privatization or outside control, as has occurred at other universities in recent

49. years, as reflected in Addenda G, H, and I; and,

50. WHEREAS, such a shift would undermine the principle that Wyoming’s only public

51. university should be governed by and for the people of Wyoming; and,

52. WHEREAS, Wyoming is not experiencing a fiscal crisis and is projected to retain

53. substantial budgetary reserves, as reflected in Addenda J and K; and,

54. WHEREAS, the State realized $1.86 billion in investment earnings in Fiscal Year

55. 2025, and the $6 million Athletics request represents less than 0.5% of the $1.38

56. billion Rainy Day Fund balance, as reflected in Addenda J and K; and,

57. THEREFORE, be it resolved, that ASUW urges the Wyoming State Legislature to fully

58. fund the University of Wyoming Athletics Department’s $6 million request; and,

59. THEREFORE, be it resolved, that ASUW calls upon the State of Wyoming to honor its



60. constitutional responsibility to accessible, high-quality public higher education by

61. sustaining the long-term viability, competitiveness, and statewide impact of the

62. University of Wyoming; and,

63. THEREFORE, be it resolved that upon passage of this legislation, it be circulated to the

64. Vice President of Government and Community Affairs Mike Smith, UW President

65. Seidel, UW Board of Trustees, the Wyoming State Legislature, and the JAC.

Referred to: _______________Committee of the Whole___________________ 

Date of 

Passage:    ___2/3/26__       Signed:____________________________________

 (ASUW Chairperson) 

“Being enacted on    _2/3/26___   , I do hereby sign my name hereto and approve this 

Senate action.” _______________________________________________________________

 ASUW President 



ADDENDUM A - University of Wyoming 2027–2028 Biennium Budget Request (pg 30) 



ADDENDUM B – Article 7, Section 16 “Tuition free” of Constitution of the State of 

Wyoming 

 

The university shall be equally open to students of both sexes, irrespective of race or color; and, 

in order that the instruction furnished may be as nearly free as possible, any amount in addition 

to the income from its grants of lands and other sources above mentioned, necessary to its 

support and maintenance in a condition of full efficiency shall be raised by taxation or otherwise, 

under provisions of the legislature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Addendum C – Institutional Communications Department Article on Survey about 

Support of UW Athletics 

  



  

 

 

 



Addendum D - University of Wyoming Athletic Department Survey, 2025 (pg 9 – 15) 

 

 





 

 



 

 







 

 

 

 



Addendum E – Laramie Reporter Article on Wyoming’s Joint Appropriations Committee 

Recommendations on University of Wyoming Budget Requests 





Addendum F – Wyoming Athletics Economic Impact 2025 by Collegiate Consulting 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Addendum G - Overview of Collegiate Athletics LLC Structures and Implications 



 

 

 

 



Addendum H - Implications of Private Equity Investment in Collegiate Athletics Following 

University of Utah’s $500 Million Agreement 



Addendum I - Use of 3rd-Party LLCs by University Athletics (Clemson, Kentucky, Texas) 

 

 

 



Addendum J – Wyoming Public Radio Article on Wyoming State Government Revenue 

Forecast Fiscal Year 2026-2030 





 

 

 

 

 

 



Addendum K – Summary of Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon’s Submitted Budget 



Addendum L – University of South Carolina Approves 300% Increase to 

Mandatory Student Athletics Fee Following NCAA Settlement 





Addendum M – Cardinal News Article on Rising Mandatory Student Fees to 

Subsidize Intercollegiate Athletics Programs 



 





Addendum N – James Madison’s Mandatory Student Athletic Fees Reach Over $3000 



 

 

 



 



Addendum O – University of New Mexico Increases Student Athletics Fees 



Addendum P – San Diego State University Proposes Doubling Athletic Fee for Students 




