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1. WHEREAS, the purpose of the Associated Students of the University of Wyoming

2. (ASUW) Student Government is to serve our fellow students in the best manner possible;

3. and,

4. WHEREAS, 37% of undergraduate students have either low food security or very low

5. food security according to Addendum A; and,

6. WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture defines low food security as,

7. “reports of reduced quality, variety, or desirability of diet. Little or no indication of

8. reduced food intake” and very low food security as “reports of multiple indications of

9. disrupted eating patterns and reduced food intake,”; and,

10. WHEREAS, the current support for food insecure students on campus is limited to four

11. food sharing cabinets located in the Haub School, Corbett Hall, Visual Arts Building,

12. and the Guthrie House; and,

13. WHEREAS, while the greater Laramie community has resources such as Laramie

14. Interfaith, Feeding Laramie Valley, and the Laramie Soup Kitchen, University of

15. Wyoming (UW) students are reluctant to use them as they feel they are not meant for

16. student usage and there is a high demand for resources available on campus; and,

17. WHEREAS, UW’s peer institutions have created functional food security support

18. systems that provide resources to their students in need as shown in Addendum B; and,



19. WHEREAS, ASUW and other stakeholders across campus have been working to support

20. food insecure students, however, the demand exceeds what is possible for these groups to

21. meet alone; and,

22. WHEREAS, research on campus has shown multiple viable scenarios for UW to

23. implement that could improve food security for many on campus, such as a left-over food

24. notification system, as referenced in the recommendation from the UW Office of

25. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion included in Addendum C, a shared swipe system, as

26. referenced in Addendum D, and a centralized food pantry.

27. THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Associated Student of the University of Wyoming

28. (ASUW) Student Government supports the current efforts to address food security issues

29. on the University of Wyoming (UW) campus; and,

30. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that all necessary parties be involved in this

31. collaboration to tackle this issue including the affected parties and students; and,

32. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that the ASUW Student Government recognizes the

33. need for action by the UW’s Upper Administration to address the food insecurity issue on

34. campus, including action by the Office of the President and the Board of Trustees; and,

35. THEREFORE, be it further resolved that the previously mentioned groups seriously

36. investigate and consider solutions including, but not limited to, a left-over food

37. notification system, shared swipe system, and a centralized food pantry.

 Referred to: Advocacy, Diversity, and Policy; Programs and Institutional Development 
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approve this Senate action.” 
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Addendum B 

  
  



Addendum C 

Food and Housing Insecurity: Over the last 12 months, students (6%), staff (2%) and faculty 

(1%) shared they ‘often’ ran out of food and did not have money to obtain more. Students (15%) 

staff (7%) and faculty (3%) shared they ‘sometimes’ ran out of food and didn’t having money to 

buy more. Overall, 34% of all respondents share they often/sometimes ran out of food and did 

not have money to obtain more. For students, 3% shared they had a period of homelessness and 

7% had a few times when they were unsure of where they would be staying for the night while 

attending UW. While the majority of those in that last group were living in on-campus residence 

halls, the other two groups were fairly consistent among that living in all types of housing, with 

those living off campus or in a fraternity or sorority house slightly more affected by these issues. 

 

 

Source: 

https://www.uwyo.edu/diversity/_files/uw-climate_final_report.9.24.19.pdf 

  

https://www.uwyo.edu/diversity/_files/uw-climate_final_report.9.24.19.pdf


Addendum D 

UWSOH will repurpose unused meal swipes to help students with food insecurity. 

Undergraduates entering their freshman year at UW are required to select a dining plan if they 

live in the residence halls. According to UW, “All students living in the residence halls may 

choose between the Unlimited, Any-15, or Any-12 dining plans,” (UW; Dining Plans). If meal 

plans are unused, they do not carry into the next week (UW; Dining Plans). Meal plans also 

come with guest passes that expire at the end of the semester (UW; FAQ). Implementation of 

UWSOH will require partnership with the Residential Life and Dining Services (RLDS). RLDS 

will repurpose unused meal swipes by turning the meal swipes into meal vouchers and place the 

meal vouchers into a “fund” until a maximum cap for a quarter is reached. UWSOH will then 

allocate the vouchers to students with food insecurity at the beginning of the next quarter. To 

promote students to share unused meals, a quarterly swipe drive will be hosted, and an online 

website will continuously promote UWSOH. 

Source: 

“Combating Food Insecurity at the University of Wyoming by Implementing a Meal Sharing 

Program” 

 




