
risers on the distribution box (located at the front 
of the drain field) or on the tank. Surfacing effluent 
is black in color and has a distinct sewer odor (see 
pictures). Keep in mind septic systems are never 
guaranteed to last a lifetime.

Before buying your small piece of heaven, make 
sure the wastewater is treated in a sanitary and 
responsible way. 

Pipeline, a small-community wastewater 
publication, can be seen at http://www.nesc.
wvu.edu/nsfc/nsfc_pipeline.htm. For additional 
septic system and permitting information, access 
http://deq.state.wy.us/wqd/www/Permitting/Pages/
smww/smallwastewater.asp.

Effluent can be commonly seen surfacing in the 
area when a drain field fails.
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	 No. The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality is the governing body over wastewater 
discharge and its use. It is illegal to apply untreated septic wastewater to crops. Consider that human feces 
carry a high load of disease-causing pathogens that can seriously affect human health. The biggest culprit 
is fecal coliform, which can cause serious gastrointestinal maladies. Consider, too, that other potentially 
harmful substances accumulate in septic waste, namely heavy metals, phosphorus, salt, grease, and 
nitrogen. All could become major environmental issues if applied to the soil. Lastly, consider your neighbors 
and the possible stench issues!  

The answer to the second question is again no. Gray water is usually defined as water that has been 
used for clothes washing, dishwashing, and general household cleaning.  Although gray water does not 
normally contain disease-causing pathogens or heavy metals, etc., state law forbids its use as a source for 
irrigation.

This column features questions 
from Wyoming landowners that 
were submitted via the Web site. 
To submit a question to Small Acre 
Sam, visit BarnyardsandBackyards.
com. If your question is featured, 
you will receive a free one-year 
subscription to Barnyards and 
Backyards!

an
sw

er

		  s u mmer     2 0 0 6 	 21    

questionCan water from a septic tank be safely used for watering a garden?  If 
no, what about “gray” water?  

Miles – Casper, WY

April Gindulis is an environmental health specialist with the City of Casper-Natrona County Health 
Department. She can be reached at (307) 235-9340 or aprilg@cnchd.org


