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By Bridger Feuz
On behalf of the University of Wyo-

ming Cooperative Extension Service 
and the Profitable and Sustainable 
Agricultural Systems (PSAS) Initiative 
Team, I welcome you to the sixth year of 
our efforts to provide you, the people of 
Wyoming, a newspaper insert entitled 
Barnyards & Backyards.   

Our goal with this outreach effort is 
to share educational resources and infor-
mation on a variety of topics of interest 
to you, our clientele.

Past Barnyards & Backyards inserts, 
as well as additional information, can be 
viewed at www.insuringsuccess.org.  You 

can also view our pages titled “Barnyards 
& Backyards” in the Wyoming Livestock 
Roundup each month. The PSAS team 
hopes these inserts are beneficial, and we 
hope you enjoy reading them.

All articles are written by UW per-
sonnel and other members of the PSAS 
Initiative Team, and they address a variety 
of topics.  Take the opportunity to contact 
any of the authors for additional informa-
tion, and contact me to suggest future 
topics.  I can be reached at (307) 783-0570 
or bmfeuz@uwyo.edu, or contact a local 
extension educator. Contact information 
is at http://ces.uwyo.edu/Counties.asp.
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UW extension team puts resources to work for you

Correct identification of weeds a critical step
By Brian Mealor

Have you ever found a 
plant growing in your field or 
pasture but was not quite sure 
what it was and whether you 
should worry about it? 

Correct identification of 
a weed is a critical first step 
toward developing a manage-
ment strategy to fit a situation. 
A helpful tool to aid in identify-
ing weeds is the University of 
Wyoming Weed Identification 
Site found online at http://ces.
uwyo.edu/WYOWEED/wyo-
weed.htm.  

The updated Web site 
includes brief descriptions, 
distinguishing characteristics, 

Why list weeds  
not present in Wyoming? 

Many states neighboring Wyoming 

have extensive infestations of weeds 

that are not a problem here yet. Vigilant-

ly searching for new weed populations 

allows management actions before the 

infestations become well-established. 

The probability of successful manage-

ment is increased if new populations are 

controlled early, so familiarize yourself 

with these weeds and contact your lo-

cal University of Wyoming Cooperative 

Extension Service office (county contact 

information is at http://ces.uwyo.edu/

Counties.asp) or weed and pest control 

district (district contact information at 

www.wyoweed.org/addresses.html) 

upon finding a new weed in a place you 

have not seen it before.

and color photographs of more 
than 80 weed species. Weeds 
included on the site range from 
those common in Wyoming, 
like leafy spurge and kochia, 
to those that are problematic 
in other states but currently 
uncommon in our state like 
yellow star-thistle and rush 
skeletonweed (see ‘Why list 
weeds’ at right). 

Users can easily search for 
plants by flower color or by 
species name. The site also has 
links to find other useful infor-
mation about weed identifica-
tion and management.

Visit the site periodically 
because we will continue to up-
date photographs and informa-
tion as more becomes available. 

This spring, if you find a 
plant you do not immediately 
recognize, visit the Wyoming 
Weed Identification Site and 
see if it matches any of the 
species. 

Brian Mealor, an assistant 
professor in the Department of Plant 
Sciences, is the invasive weed special-
ist for the University of Wyoming 
Cooperative Extension Service. He 
can be contacted at (307) 766-3113 
or bamealor@uwyo.edu.
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