



Spring 2020 Online Syllabus
SOC 3400: Deviant Behavior 
Syllabus

Instructor: Chikwendu Christian Ukaegbu

Department of Sociology, UW

Office Hours: Call in day time
Phone: 307-760-4915
Chris@uwyo.edu
This course will examine conflicting and standard definitions of deviance, models and theories of deviance, and specific types of behavior which sociologists identify as deviance.

Learning Outcomes:

· To expose students to various definitions of deviance

· To enable students to interpret and evaluate the effectiveness, or otherwise, of various theories of deviance as potential causes of deviant behavior

· Students will distinguish between violent and nonviolent acts of deviance/crime

· Students will understand trends in public attitudes towards various acts of deviance

· To lead students to examine the relation between technology and certain types of deviant behavior

· Students to assess the various approaches to control deviance

· To encourage critical thinking through primary and secondary discussions 
· Weekly discussions of topics will help students to improve their written communication skills.

· Students will understand the interrelations among spheres of knowledge –sociology, psychology, criminology, criminal justice, biology, etc.

Course Requirements:  There will be two examinations, 13 weekly discussions, and a term paper
Class Discussion: You will discuss 1 group of questions each week. The questions will be taken from the readings of the week. Each question group you discuss has 10 points. There are primary and secondary postings.  Your initial response to the discussion question is your primary posting. Your secondary postings (three of them) are your reactions to other people’s postings or your reactions to others’ responses to your own postings.  In your secondary postings*, mention the person and the ideas you are responding to in order to put your response in context. There will be a total of 13 discussion questions in the semester. Each discussion question is posted on the Monday of each week, beginning on January 27. You have a full week to post your contribution before another question group comes up. Combine the content of the readings and your personal knowledge in the discussion. Cite the readings to make your ideas to show that you read the material.  Remember, the discussion forum is one of the main class meetings where most of the learning takes place.   Bear in mind that a good discussion session occurs when discussants respect, and are civil to, one another. 
        Discussion Grades:
                                   Coverage of Questions =            3

                                   Comprehension of content =     3

                                    Secondary Postings            =     3

                                    Quality of Writing              =     1

                                          Subtotal                         =    10

*Secondary postings help to enhance your critical thinking skills and improve your scores also.

Final grading will be based on whole grade format (A, B, C) 

Class participation and attendance will be evaluated according to the number of weekly assignments you submit. All discussions should be submitted on the scheduled dates. I will call for late submissions of discussions after the midterm exam.  Submit late discussions to me by email. They will not include the secondary postings in which case they will be graded on 7 points instead of the regular 10 points. May I advise that it won’t be in your interest to wait for late discussions because you will lose a lot of points doing so.

Those who for genuine reasons could not take the examinations on the official dates should first inform me and will have only one chance to make up each exam on a date I choose and announce. 

To access the PowerPoint of chapters, go to Module and follow the chapters as arranged in order. Scroll down to the end to access chapter 10. The exam revision guides are also on Module.

The Examinations:

  
The midterm and the final examinations will take place on the dates specified on the course calendar. The exams will be made up of multiple choice, fill-in blanks, and short essay questions. There will be a revision guide for each examination

Term Paper: * Write a 10-page paper on any topic of your choice relevant to the course. Your paper must be your original work with sources outside the course readings. Use a minimum of 8 and a maximum of 12 sources.   Limit the use of freelance Internet sources in your term paper, unless in the case of electronic journals or books. Cite the full particulars of the journal or book.  The APA manual of style gives examples of how to cite information taken from the Internet. Your paper should be typed, double-spaced, with a carefully and correctly done bibliography. Insert page numbers. Use the bibliographical style posted on this course site (APA).  To ensure that your proposed paper is related to the course, send me an email of the title or topic you intend to write on. Call me any time to discuss your paper or to clarify any aspect of the course. The term paper is due on MAY 10.
     Course Grades:




  First Exam


  30


 13 Discussions @ 10

130



  Term Paper


  20
                         Second Exam


  35




Total
         

215
           
Required Text: M. Clinard & R. Meier. 2016. Sociology of Deviant Behavior, Boston, MA: Cengage Learning.
I may occasionally post some relevant reading materials or new information on the course site.
Course Calendar:
Week of Jan 27:  Nature & Meaning of Deviance
Readings:
Clinard & Meier, Ch. 1
Week of Feb. 3: Deviant Events & Social Control
Reading:
Clinard & Meier, Ch. 2
Week of Feb 10: Becoming Deviant
Readings:
Clinard & Meier, Ch. 3 

Week of Feb 17: Major Theories of Deviance 

Reading:
Clinard & Meier, Ch. 4
Week of Feb 24: Crimes of Interpersonal Violence 
Reading:
Clinard & Meier, Ch. 5
Week of March 2: Nonviolent Crime
Reading:
Clinard & Meier, Ch. 6

 Week of March 9: White Collar & Corporate Crime

Reading: 
 C & M, Ch. 7
MARCH 12-13:  MID TERM EXAM

Week of March 23: Drug Use & Addiction
Reading:
C & M, Ch. 8
Week of March 30: Drunkenness & Alcoholism
Reading:
C&M, Ch. 9

Week of April 6:  Suicide
Reading:
C&M, Ch. 10
Week of April 13: Heterosexual Deviance, Gays, Lesbians, & Homophobia
Reading:
C&M, Ch. 11 & 12
Week of April 20: Physical and Mental Disabilities
Reading:
Chs. 13 & 14
Week of April 27. : New Forms of Deviance
Reading:
 Ch.  15 
 MAY 5-6: FINAL EXAM
MAY 8: TERM PAPER DUE
“The University of Wyoming values an educational environment that is diverse, equitable, and inclusive. The diversity that students and faculty bring to class, including age, country of origin, culture, disability, economic class, ethnicity, gender identity, immigration status, linguistic, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, veteran status, worldview, and other social and cultural diversity is valued, respected, and considered a resource for learning. You will be respectful towards your classmates and instructor.  Spirited debate and disagreement are to be expected in any classroom and all views will be heard fully, but at all times we will behave civilly and with respect towards one another. 
Be informed that University of Wyoming takes academic integrity very seriously. Plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty is inconsistent with the Principles Regarding Academic Integrity outlined by the University and so will be treated according to the provisions stipulated for violations of those principles.

