
Educational Leadership 

Mission Statement 

 
We are deeply engaged in the work described in the College of Education's strategic plan, which 
highlights the critical importance of our programs in serving the people of the state of Wyoming to 
support and improve our excellent public school system by providing innovative, courageous, 
knowledgeable, and transformative administrators to lead our districts and schools.  The 
Educational Leadership program at the University of Wyoming is the only principal certification/MA 
and Supt certification/Ed.D program in the state. 

The goals of the program are: 

•  To prepare courageous leaders who make decisions that support the institution of public school 

•  To serve and provide intellectual leadership for the communities in which they are located 

•   To support a clear vision about the power of a democratic, comprehensive education for all    
 students. 

 The Ed Leadership program is focused on areas of Leadership and Organizational Theory, 
especially in rural and/or isolated settings, School Operations, School Law, Social Justice, 
Educational Policy, Governance and School Boards and Accountability, Assessment and 
Evaluation. 

Scholarship: It is the mission of the University of Wyoming’s College of Education (CoE) 
Educational Leadership programs to prepare scholars who will further educational theory, policy, 
practice, and research and deliver programs that prepare exceptionally effective educators for 
leadership and practitioner roles in K-12 and Higher Education across Wyoming. 

Leadership for Rural Schools: Wyoming has roughly 92,000 total K12 students enrolled in 48 school 
districts around the state. The largest of those districts, in the city of Cheyenne, has 14,000 
students and in the smallest, Park County School District # 16 in Meeteetse, 89 students were 
enrolled in 2020-2021. In addition to the span in district size, Wyoming has rural isolated schools as 
well as several public schools that operate on the Wind River Reservation, 2.2 million acres shared 
by the Eastern Shoshone (Gweechoon Deka) and Northern Arapahoe (‘hoteiniiciihehe') tribes. Our 
program is focused on providing scholarship, research, application, and support that address the 
vast differences in communities and contexts that our graduates will experience as educational 
leaders. 

 


