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Wildlife management agencies in the Mountain 
West, including the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department, have a tall task each fall: balancing 
conservation of Greater Sage-Grouse — a bird 
whose presence is prized but declining — and 

Wyoming, according to University of Wyoming 
professor Jeff Beck, who recently published two 
studies that examine the history of hunting regula-

grouse populations are more influenced by human 
activities such as energy development and agricul-
ture, as well as loss of sagebrush habitat caused by 

The science, he said, concludes that sage-grouse 
populations are not adversely affected by hunting if 
only 5% to 10% of the fall population is harvested, 
and if those populations have more than 300 sage-

“I think the states have set up their regulations to 

number falls between 5 to 10%, or more or less, is 
-

Beck said, can change from the spring popul
Wyoming tracks the number of harvested sage-

grouse by its wing barrels, where hunters are asked 
to deposit a wing from each shot bird in a wing 
receipt barrel so Game and Fish can estimate not 

The Kaycee High School football team (1-5, 1-2 
conference) is in the win column for the first time 
this season after defeating the Midwest Oilers (3-4, 

“It was our first win and so we were pretty excit-

was a really hard-fought game — mostly defensive 

After a slow start and a three and out for Kaycee 
on offense, the Oilers marched the ball downfield 
— primarily on the ground — scoring a touchdown 
a little over halfway through the first quarter to 

The Kaycee offense then 
retook the field, and looked 
like a completely different 
unit than the one that began 

Starting on their own 
35-yard line, the Buckaroo 
offense easily ran the ball, 
slicing through the Midwest 
defense, with senior run-
ning back Sam Ramsbottom 
plunging into the endzone to 

Largent said the offense 
harkened back to the style 
of previous Kaycee teams, 
employing more outside runs 
against Midwest than the typical inside running 
style that has become prominent for the Buckaroos 

quite as well on the dives and powers against 
Midwest, and so we turned to what kind of has 

the ball around the outside and that loosened up 

For the remainder of the first quarter, Kaycee 
seemed solidly in control of the game, continuing 

second quarter, senior quarterback Harley Davis 
escaped the blitzing Midwest defense, running into 

Over the remainder of the second quarter, 
Kaycee and Midwest traded offensive blows, 
but neither team was able to break through until 
Midwest scored with less than one minute left to 

The third quarter played out much like the second, 
with strong defense from both teams preventing any 
scores until just under one minute remaining in the 
quarter, when Kaycee scored the eventual game-win-
ning touchdown on a pass from Davis to sophomore 

The game remained close throughout the fourth 

The Buffalo High School volleyball team fell to confer-

In September, the Lady Bison traveled to Douglas and 

The victory kicked off a seven-game winning streak for the 
Lady Bison, but coach Michelle Dahlberg said that the last 

then the winter snow storm — has thrown the team off of its 

The momentum swung back and forth throughout the 

and third sets 25-21 and 25-16, but Douglas won the second 

In the final set, Buffalo and Douglas stayed within a point 

13-12 on a strike from Anatefka Webber to the back left 

Douglas responded with three consecutive points to pull 

Dahlberg said it was good for the players to experience the 

Webber had a particularly strong game, with 10 kills, one 

Dahlberg said that Webber has continued to grow and gain 

-

Heading into the final week of regular season play, 
Buffalo will face conference competitors Thermopolis and 

The Buffalo High School cross-country teams 
returned from Worland victorious on Friday – as 

The boys team win is their first in a few 
years, and the girls are champs for the fourth 

practices due to snow days and a last-minute 

“The kids were a little bit groggy from 
not having any practice all week,” said coach 

in the snow, and a practice on Thursday, a 

the kids, in spite of that, competed and did the 

The girls team had three runners finish in 

Senior Lexi Rule led the girls in fourth place, 
followed by sophomore Briley Farris in eighth 

On the boys side, four runners earned 

Lambert ran his best race to date to take 

in Gillette and that fueled his fire,” Moon 

Freshman Zach Freise finished fifth, junior 
Ryer Morrison was sixth, and freshman Cole 

All seven runners on both the girls and boys 
teams finished in the top 25, bolstering the team 

finish in the top 10 and run for their team-

out of top 10 but you still have to run so your 

On the girls side, senior Kendall Tietjen, 
coming off an injury, finished 14th and sopho-

Kenley Jones and junior Cantrell Rosalez 
rounded out the varsity runners in 19th and 

Freshman Ryan Rasmuson, the boys fifth 
runner, finished just out of all-conference 

“I looked at him with about 800 (meters) 

Bulletin photo by Jessi Dodge

Buffalo High School sophomore Tess Rule jumps for a hit during the first 
set against Douglas on Friday night. Buffalo won the first and third sets but 
ultimately fell short in a narrow 15-13 loss in the fifth set. 

Bulletin courtesy photo by Alex Kuhn/Northern Wyoming News

BHS senior Elizabeth Farris watches her footing as she runs in the varsity conference race on Friday in Worland. Farris finished in 
ninth place with a time of 21:04.16, helping lead the Buffalo girls team to first place in the conference. The BHS boys team also 
claimed a conference championship. 

Get out the brooms
Buffalo sweeps cross-country 
conference championships

BY ALEX HARGRAVE
alex@buffalobulletin.com

CROSS-COUNTRY
continued on page B9

Kaycee football 
secures first win 

of season
BY RYAN HANRAHAN

ryan@buffalobulletin.com

KAYCEE
continued on page B9

“They stayed 
confident the 
whole way 
through, and I 
think all those 
things ended 
up working 
in our favor 
there towards 
the end.” 
— Dave 
Largent, coach

Studies show 
sage-grouse hunting 
regulations effective

BY ALEX HARGRAVE
alex@buffalobulletin.com

SAGE-GROUSE
continued on page B9

Lady Bison can’t 
overcome Douglas

BY SETH TAYLOR
seth@buffalobulletin.com

LADY BISON
continued on page B9
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Hunting has limited impacts
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HEARING Aids, Testing, Protection, 
Repairs, Accessories & Batteries

Free Hearing Aid Cleaning
Buffalo Senior Center 
9:30 am – 10:30 am

October 28, 2021 | December 23, 2021
February 24, 2022

307-674-8920
Elizabeth & Jay T Craft

OPEN HOUSE 
Friday, Oct. 22, 2021 | 4:30-6:30 p.m.                  

2530 1st Ave W 
Buffalo, WY 82834 | $289,900

294 N. Main Street 
Buff alo, Wy. | 307-684-9531 
www.buff alorealtyllc.com

Connecting people with property!

2850 W 2nd Ave
Buffalo, WY 82834 | $325,000

STOP BY FOR A TOUR WITH 
DOLLY BELUS OR CRISTY KINGHORN

Cristy Kinghorn
Broker/owner
307-620-0037

Dolly Belus
Sales Associate
307-751-8261

Winter is
Coming!
Time to Weatherproof
Weather stripping or installing storm 
doors and windows will prevent cold air 
from entering your home or heat from 
escaping it.

 Door sweeps are an effective and easy way 
to keep the cold out.

quarter, with a relatively chaotic end that fea-
tured a number of turnovers for both teams 
and a failed fourth-down conversion for the 
Buckaroos with just over one minute left in the 
game that gave Midwest one more chance to 
win it. 

But with just under 30 seconds to go in the 
-

ed in a fumble recovered by the Buckaroos 
— who subsequently kneeled and allowed the 
clock to run out to move to 1-5 on the season. 

Despite the chaos to end the game, Largent 

will to get their first win of the season.
“The boys just played heads up, they stayed 

down,” Largent said. “They stayed confident 
the whole way through, and I think all those 
things ended up working in our favor there 
towards the end.” 

With the win, the Buckaroos move up to 
fourth place — the final playoff spot — in the 
1A East conference, with a chance to move 
into the third place spot with a win on the road 
against the HEM Miners (0-5, 0-3 conference) 
at 12:30 p.m. Saturday. 

Bulletin courtesy photo by Alex Kuhn/Northern Wyoming News

Buffalo High School junior Ryer Morrison runs during the conference meet in Worland on Friday. 
The meet was originally scheduled for Thursday afternoon in Douglas but was moved due to 
the snow on the course in Douglas. 

Kaycee:
Continued from B1

Still in playoff  contention

only how many birds were har-
vested but also so they can deter-
mine whether the grouse was 
male or female, juvenile or adult, 
Beck said. 

Game and Fish also conducts 
hunter surveys via phone or 
email where hunters self-report, 
which could lead to an overesti-
mate of harvested grouse.

Some states, such as Montana 
and Colorado, have a similar 
harvest estimation practice, he 

-
rate than some states, including 
Utah, whose hunters must enter 
a hunt drawing to apply for a 
finite number of permits to hunt 

wildlife resources website. 
“Then those hunters that draw 

can only shoot the number of 
birds on their permit, and that 
is all they can take for the sea-
son,” Beck said. “Then the state 
wildlife agency knows exactly 
which hunters got these permits, 
so (the agency) can go back and 

they might even request wings 
be mailed to the state agency and 
obtain a really accurate number 
of birds that are harvested by 
hunters.”

In response to declining sage-
grouse populations from the 
1870s through 2019, manage-
ment agencies adjusted hunting 
season regulations in hopes of 
reducing the possibility of addi-
tive mortality on the bird popu-
lations, the study shows. The 

overall conclusion of the research 

increase after hunting season 
closures. 

This year, northeast Wyoming 

grouse hunt areas that remained 
open to hunters, from Sept. 18 
to Sept. 20. Areas in and around 
Teton County and throughout 
southeastern Wyoming were 
closed, and the largest area, 
which stretches from Montana 

was open for two weekends, 
from Sept. 18 to Sept. 30. Both 
the northeastern and central hunt 
areas had a two-bird daily bag 
limit and a four-bird possession 
limit. 

These regulations change from 

sage-grouse lek counts, Leslie 
Schreiber, Game and Fish sage-
grouse and sagebrush biologist, 
previously told the Bulletin. 

“As an agency, we will evalu-
ate it and decide if hunting sea-
son pressure should or should 
not be adjusted,” she said in an 

-
ing season.  

Beck said he presented his 

grouse Implementation Team, 
of which Schreiber is a member, 
earlier this year. 

The season in northeast 
Wyoming is just three days due 

population, he said. According to 
lek counts this year, attendance 
declined 11% from 2020 to 2021 

in the Powder River Basin, Game 
and Fish reported. 

habitats, Wyoming has made the 
least-drastic changes to its hunt-

The state had the highest harvest 
in 2018 of the 11 states Beck 
researched, with over 10,400 
birds harvested that year. The 
harvest, the study says, was 

the state with the next highest 
figure. 

research, he said, was in Idaho, 
where wildlife managers con-
ducted their own study of hunt-

populations by implementing 
hunting closures in certain 
areas compared with light or 
moderate hunting regulations in 
other areas over several years. 
The study showed that males 
attending leks in the spring 
were higher in areas with no 
hunting compared with areas 
with light or moderate hunting. 

Beck said this points to lev-
els where wildlife managers 
can “overdo it,” with long sea-
sons and high bag limits. 

Overall, though, the results of 

“We thought we would see 
more impact (from hunting),” he 
said. “The conclusion we came 
to was that restrictive hunting 
seasons for sage-grouse over the 
past 25 years seem to have paid 

like it could have been.”

and started going and passing people. I was super 
impressed with his performance.”

Sophomore Carter Redden finished 15th, and 
senior Kale Benton was 22nd. 

cross-country team. Other than Benton, the var-

a junior. 
“Normally, your kids get stronger and stron-

ger,” Moon said.
The Bison still have one race left to run on 

Saturday: the state meet at Wyoming Indian High 

School in Ethete. They ran this course earlier in 

fast-paced. 

missing the junior varsity squad, which does not 
run at state.

“When you just go down to your seven to eight 
runners who are going to go to the state meet, we 
miss the camaraderie we have as a team,” Moon 
said. “You want kids to understand it takes all of 

be as good without every single one of them.”

Cross-country:
Continued from B1

Teams prep for state

Lady Bison:
Continued from B1

Looking to regain groove
seeding for the regional tour-
nament.

-
fident that, if the team can return 
to its regular routine and find its 
groove again, it can return to its 
winning ways. Already, the team 
has had good practices to start 
the week, Dahlberg said.

On Friday, Buffalo will face 
Thermopolis at home. At their 

previous meeting, the Lady 
Bison beat the Lady Bobcats in 
four sets. 

On Saturday, Buffalo will 
travel to Newcastle to take on the 
Lady Dogies in the morning, a 
team Buffalo beat in four sets in 
September, before playing Burns 
in the afternoon.

If the Lady Bison can beat 
both Thermopolis and Newcastle, 

the team will finish as the first 
seed in the Northeast. The Lady 

Douglas, but because the team 
beat Douglas in three sets and 
lost to Douglas in five sets, it 
holds the tiebreaker. 

Last year, Buffalo finished 
second in the Northeast with 
a record of 7-18 and 3-3 in 
the conference. 


