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Dr. Dan McCoy
• 25 years at UW
• 2017—Outdoor Recreation 

and Tourism Management 
Degree Coordinator 

• 2022 — Interim Director, 
WORTH Initiative
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• Tourism in Wyoming (2022)
– $4.5bil. 
– 33,000 employed
– Welcomed 7.5mil. Visitors

• Outdoor Recreation in Wyoming (2022)
– $2.02 bil.
– 4th highest GDP percentage contribution in US
– 16,202 employed

Importance of outdoor recreation and tourism industries 
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To support, expand, and diversify 
Wyoming’s economy through outdoor 
recreation, tourism, and hospitality 
industries. We achieve our mission by:
• Supplying diverse workforce 

training products to students and 
industry professionals

• Delivering timely and relevant 
applied research to WORTH 
industries

• Providing extension and outreach 
to the tourism industry across 
Wyoming

Mission
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2020
• Haub School in 
partnership with the 
College of Business 
proposes the creation 
of WORTH 

2021
• President Seidel adds 
WORTH as one of 
three new strategic 
initiatives 

November 2021
• Governor Gordon 
Announces 
Wyoming Innovation 
Partnership (WIP) 
funding including 
WORTH

January 2022
• WORTH receives 
WIP funding

March 2022
• WORTH ribbon 
cutting ceremony

• Dan announced as 
interim Director

May 2022
• Board of Trustees 
approve block grant 
funds

Timeline

Planning phase

Implementation
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WORTH Current Org. Structure
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External Advisory Committee
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Faculty Advisory Committee
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WORTH Revenue Sources

66%

18%

11%

5%

Wyoming Innovation Partnership UW Block Grant

Grants and Sponsored Projects Wyoming Office of Tourism
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• BS Management, Hospitality 
Management Track

• Minor, Hospitality Business 
Management

• BS Outdoor Recreation and 
Tourism Management 

Supporting the educational mission
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• Joint position COB and 
Haub

• Develops relationships 
with employers
– Internships
– Careers
– Partnership agreements

Internship and Employment Coordinator
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Student professional experience
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• Seven awards (10 proposals)
• $432,942 total awarded
• Seven schools or colleges
• Four Wyoming community 

college partners
• Three external partners
• Focused on Wyoming 

interdisciplinary research in 
tourism, outdoor recreation, 
or hospitality

UW Faculty Research Grants
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Affiliated Faculty
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• 80 attended, 27 presenters, three 
field trips

• Goal: to create more awareness, 
understanding, and discussion 
around the impacts and 
opportunities of  tourism on the 
sovereign nations and inhabitants 
of  the Wind River Indian 
Reservation

Inter-Tribal Tourism Summit
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• 160 attendees, 3-days
• 50 presenters
• 3 field trips
• 60+ undergraduate and 

graduate students presented

Outdoor Recreation
 Forum

• April 18-20, 2024
• Casper, WY
• Search and Rescue summit on 

April 20th

Link to register
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• Online, self-paced, 6-
weeks (non-credit)

• Since 2021
– 15 courses offered
– 175 registrants nationally 

and internationally

Outdoor Guide Course
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Extension Educator
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• 2023 Wyoming Outdoor 
Recreation Report 
– 1,589 mailed
– 420 individually handed out
– online: 1957 views and 467 

downloads (wyoscholar)

Applied Research
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• Contract with the 
Jackson Hole Travel and 
Tourism Board
– Measure the SDMP 

impact indicators
– Visitor intercept survey
– Resident sentiment survey

Applied Research, cont.
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Jordanian Tourism Industry İpek Itır Can, PhD Candidate

International
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Go Pokes! 


