Researched Argument & Call to Action 
ENGL 1010: Unit Two
First Four Paragraphs due Thurs., Oct. 30
Full Draft Due: Tues., Nov. 4 
Guidelines:
· Length: 5-7 double-spaced pages, and no fewer than 1,700 words 
· Required sources: 5 sources minimum -- 1 peer reviewed, scholarly article; 1 local source (newspaper, website, social media); 1 source presenting the opposition; 1 personal interview; 1 additional source of your choosing 
· Citation and References Page: include in-text citations for all sources and a Works Cited page
Overview:
In this unit, you will choose one current problem that affects your chosen community. After you research the problem, you will develop an academic argument to help community members and outside stakeholders understand the problem and its impacts—and to consider at least one way to help address (or lessen) the problem in a Call to Action. You will also investigate arguments that might oppose your perspective of the problem or your call to action, and address this opposition in your paper. 
You will engage in one form of primary research for this assignment (personal interview, poll, or observation). We will discuss these processes in the coming weeks. In addition, you will find at least four other secondary sources that help you establish the problem and its impacts, address those who might disagree with your perspective, and propose a way to help the problem. 

Remember to give plenty of evidence and information about the community as you set up your argument. What does your audience of community members and invested/interested outsiders know about the problem? What do they not know (or need reminders of)?  
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Learning objectives of this research assignment:
· The ability to find an original perspective on a current and significant issue
· The ability to research broadly and specify a thesis after considering multiple perspectives
· The ability to evaluate sources based on criteria and your own judgement
· Stronger organizational and persuasive skills in your writing
· The ability to fold the opposition into your arguments to improve your own stand
· The ability to use many sources with precision and ethical judgement 
· Improved research skills using university databases and scholarly articles



Paper Guidelines:
Abstract:
Include a one paragraph (6-8) sentence summary of your argument. The abstract will give your reader a “nutshell” of your purpose, evidence, and major conclusions from the paper.  
I. Introduction:
Introduce the problem and who is affected. Share one or more pieces of evidence, or a brief example/story, to set up the problem. Aim for no more than 2 concise paragraphs for your introduction. 
II. Thesis (a sentence or two):
Write your thesis with the understanding that you might return and revise it once you’ve finished drafting. Your thesis should include a statement of the problem, who is impacted, and the steps you believe could help the problem. 
III. Background and history:
Depending on your topic, provide a sense of what has led up to the problem. When did the problem begin? How has time influenced the problem? Who is causing the problem, and who is trying to help (if anyone)? Likely, you will use local news sources from the community (and your primary research) to develop this and the following paragraphs. Feel free to include (and explain) an image or two to introduce the community and problem if helpful to your argument.

IV. Impacts/outcomes of the problem:
Give evidence for the problem and the various ways it affects people. Here, give your evidence for the presence of the problem in as many settings as you have researched. Remember the “layers” of problems we will talk about in class. Who is affected outside of the most obvious people? In what ways might the problem grow with enough time? Use your interview (if relevant) and other sources. You will also use secondary sources and your scholarly article to show how this problem affects communities on a wider scale. You might explain how others have addressed this problem, successfully or unsuccessfully.
V. Your “call to action:” what steps could help this problem for the community: 
Give your thoughts about who, how, why, and when specific actions could help the problem. Be specific—include a couple paragraphs minimum to develop your idea(s) here. 
VI. Description of opposition (place where appropriate!):
Present the arguments that may be raised to oppose your perspective of the problem and call to action. Who might disagree with your perspective and why? Tie in your source(s) that show the opposition’s perspective. Then, explain why you disagree (or perhaps even agree) with these alternative arguments, and give your reasons for your own stance on the issue(s).  
Conclusion:
Summarize the main points you’ve discussed in the paper, giving the reader a final unified argument to hold in their mind. Remind the reader of the significance of the problem and the benefits that will come with helping the problem. Conclude on a forward-looking, positive note if you can. 

