Source Map & Source Evaluation 
English 1010: Unit 2 

Due: Thurs., October 23
Guidelines: 5 sources -- 1 peer reviewed, scholarly article; 1 local source (newspaper, website, social media); 1 source presenting the opposition; 1 primary source (interview, poll, observation); 1 additional source of your choosing 
Overview:
The goal of your Source Map is to engage thoughtfully and think critically about the sources you’ve located for your Researched Argument & Call to Action. Strong academic arguments require the writer to be very familiar with their sources, including the sources’ credibility, connection to the arguments, and integration into the overall writing. The Source Map will also guide you in thinking about how each source will inform your argument and Call to Action.   

Source Map & Evaluation Assignment Steps
	Step 1:
	Match your sources to the questions on the Source Map (see example). 
Under each of the four main questions on the Source Map (including your interview), list the types of sources that will help you answer the question. You will probably use some of your sources for multiple questions in the Source Map.


	Step 2:
	After you have matched your sources with the four questions, give the MLA or APA citation for each source (copy and paste for sources that appear more than once).


	Step 3:
	Design Powerpoint slides that evaluate each of your sources (1-2 slides for each source). You can submit the ppt on its own or copy and paste slides into the Source Map document. The presentation should have these components:

First 2 Slides: Working thesis for the essay and one image that connects to your topic or thesis. (Explain your image when you give your presentation).
Source Slides: For each source, provide the author and title (from your Source Map) and answer the following questions (1-2 slides for each source). 
1. Credibility: How credible is the source (think about the author, source, evidence, publication date, etc.). Can you rate credibility high, medium, or low? Why?
2. Pros and cons: What are the strengths and weaknesses of the source (e.g. arguments, evidence, conclusions)? Consider the kinds of evidence or examples the source provides in supporting its ideas.
3. Value: How does this source help you answer the Source Map questions for your Researched Argument & Call to Action? What information will you incorporate into your essay? 
You will share your thesis and two of your sources with the class. Be prepared to answer any questions from the class and instructor about your thesis and two sources. 



                                                                                                                           2. Who is affected by this issue (visible and less 
visible)?
Source possibilities:
Interviews, newspapers, websites,  scholarly source, personal experience
Source Map
3. What research has been done on this type of problem? How have other communities tried to help this type of 
problem?
Source possibilities:
News sources, websites, 
scholarly sources, 
documentaries 
4. What reasons might someone give to push back on your own ideas to help the problem? 
Source possibilities:
Local data (financial or budget issue, political leanings, 
demographic info), historical trends, interview, personal exp. 
1.How do you know that this problem exists? How did it start and develop over time?
Source possibilities:
Interviews, newspapers, 
websites,  personal experience



Source Map Example
[Student Name]
English 1010 
October 24, 2023
1. How do you know that this problem exists? How did it start and develop over time?
Newspaper article
Farell, Dylan. “Former Coworkers Quick to ID Suspected Thief.” Casper Start Tribune, July 4, 2024, https://trib.com/news/local/crime-courts/credit-card-theft-alcova-casper-fast-food/article_347f309a-3975-11ef-992a-fb170c37dd07.html. Accessed October 10, 2024.
Local news story
Morton, Tom. “Alcova Cabin Burglaries: 22 and Counting.” K2 News. November 14, 2021, https://k2radio.com/alcova-cabin-burglaries-22-and-counting/. Accessed October 10, 2024. 
Newspaper article
Saric, Sofia. “Alcova Lakeside Marina Fire Caused by Arson: Reward Offered for Information.” Casper Star Tribune, Nov. 13, 2023, https://trib.com/news/local/crime-courts/natrona-county-alcova-lakeside-marina-blaze/article_aaaf2c7c-826c-11ee-9c2c-6f2eb78d0ed4.html. Accessed October 6, 2024.  
2. Who is affected by this issue (visible and less visible)?
Newspaper article
Farell, Dylan. “Former Coworkers Quick to ID Suspected Thief.” Casper Start Tribune, July 4, 2024, https://trib.com/news/local/crime-courts/credit-card-theft-alcova-casper-fast-food/article_347f309a-3975-11ef-992a-fb170c37dd07.html. Accessed October 10, 2024.
Local news story
Morton, Tom. “Alcova Cabin Burglaries: 22 and Counting.” K2 News. November 14, 2021, https://k2radio.com/alcova-cabin-burglaries-22-and-counting/. Accessed October 10, 2024. 
Newspaper article
Saric, Sofia. “Alcova Lakeside Marina Fire Caused by Arson: Reward Offered for Information.” Casper Star Tribune, Nov. 13, 2023, https://trib.com/news/local/crime-courts/natrona-county-alcova-lakeside-marina-blaze/article_aaaf2c7c-826c-11ee-9c2c-6f2eb78d0ed4.html. October 6, 2024, 97-104. 
Personal Interview 
Pattalochi, Larry. Interview. Conducted by Romi Steele, 8 October, 2023.

3. What research has been done on this type of problem? How have other communities tried to help this type of problem?
Scholarly peer-reviewed article
Staines, Carolyn, Damian Morgan, & Joan Ozanne-Smith. “Threats to Tourist and Visitor Safety at Beaches in Victoria, Australia.” Tourism in Marine Environments, vol. 1, no. 2, pp.
Public media news story
Morales, Cianna. “Crime Has Decreased at the Virginia Beach Oceanfront but Police May Have Trouble Keeping It There.” Virginia Public Broadcasting Station. https://www.whro.org/local-government/2025-06-04/crime-has-decreased-at-the-oceanfront-in-the-last-few-years-but-the-police-department-may-face-challenges-keeping-it-there. Accessed October 11, 2024. 

4. What reasons might someone give to push back on your own ideas to help the problem? 
State budget report
Casper, Wyoming Budget and Finance Department. “FY 2023 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report.” 15 Jan. 2024,  www.casperwy.gov. Accessed 15 Oct. 2024. 
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Working Thesis

Alcova Lake is a major recreational destination for
Wyoming residents and tourists, but issues such as
crime, poor patrolling and run down facilities
negatively impact the lake’s reputation and use. With
more funding from the state, education for tourists,
and better recruiting of volunteers, Alcova Lake could

improve security as well as update picnic areas and
the marina restaurant.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Working Thesis Alcova Lake is a major recreational destination for Wyoming residents and tourists, but issues such as crime, poor patrolling and run down facilities negatively impact the lake’s reputation and use. With more funding from the state , education for tourists, and better recruiting of volunteers, Alcova Lake could improve security as well as update picnic areas and the marina restaurant.
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                    New Views of Natrona County’s Alcova Lake capacity.news        


image5.png
Morton, Tom. “Alcova Cabin Burglaries: 22 and

Counting.” K2 News.

* Credibility: This is a news article in a respected local news source and not an
opinion article, so the author mostly sticks to the facts and does not

comment on them. The author link revea
journalism but has 15 years’ experience r

s that he does not have a degree in
eporting in Wyoming and Colorado

and does not have any obvious biases in

his personal information.

* Strengths and weaknesses: The article gives only facts about the crime,

including how many burglaries were repo

rted and the value of all the stolen

items. The only weakness is there are very few quotes from any of the sources

the author interviewed.

* Value: This news story helps me show the problem of crime at Alcova and

who is affected by the problem.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Morton, Tom. “Alcova Cabin Burglaries: 22 and Counting.” K2 News. • Credibility: This is a news article in a respected local news source and not an opinion article, so the author mostly sticks to the facts and does not comment on them. The author link reveals that he does not have a degree in journalism but has 15 years’ experience reporting in Wyoming and Colorado and does not have any obvious biases in his personal information. • Strengths and weaknesses: The article gives only facts about the crime, including how many burglaries were reported and the value of all the stolen items. The only weakness is there are very few quotes from any of the sources the author interviewed. • Value: This news story helps me show the problem of crime at Alcova and who is affected by the problem.
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Staines, Carolyn, Damian Morgan, & Joan Ozanne-Smith. “Threats to

Tourist and Visitor Safety at Beaches in Victoria, Australia.”

* Credibility: This article is published in a peer reviewed scholarly journal and was written by
two professors who work for the Accident Research Centre at Monash University in Victoria.
The authors don’t seem to have any conflict of interest and are reporting on injuries and deaths
at beaches in Victoria based on hospital and coroner data. The research is twenty years old,
which makes it less relevant to today, but the authors’ findings are very similar and related to
the problems at Alcova.

* Strengths and weaknesses: The authors used three public databases to find statistics on
crime, injuries, and deaths on Victoria’s beaches over two years. The authors reported on all
the data and made conclusions and recommendations. They acknowledged they were limited
by not knowing what type of tourists were being reported (local or out of state).

* Value: There were so many similarities between the problems at the beaches in Victoria and
Casper, such as most of the crimes were property crimes and the injuries were mostly
collision with people or boats. This article helped me to show that Alcova’s problems are not
new and that other places are trying to solve them through better volunteer help and
education. This article gave me the idea to include tourist education in my call to action.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Staines, Carolyn, Damian Morgan, & Joan Ozanne - Smith. “Threats to Tourist and Visitor Safety at Beaches in Victoria, Australia.” • Credibility: This article is published in a peer reviewed scholarly journal and was written by two professors who work for the Accident Research Centre at Monash University in Victoria. The authors don’t seem to have any conflict of interest and are reporting on injuries and deaths at beaches in Victoria based on hospital and coroner data. The research is twenty years old, which makes it less relevant to today, but the authors’ findings are very similar and related to the problems at Alcova . • Strengths and weaknesses: The authors used three public databases to find statistics on crime, injuries, and deaths on Victoria’s beaches over two years. The authors reported on all the data and made conclusions and recommendations. They acknowledged they were limited by not knowing what type of tourists were being reported (local or out of state). • Value: The re were so many similarities between the problems at the beaches in Victoria and Casper, such as most of the crimes were property crimes and the injuries were mostly collision with people or boats. This article helped me to show that Alcova’s problems are not new and that other places are trying to solve them through better volunteer help and education. This article gave me the idea to include tourist education in my call to action.
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Pattalochi, Larry. Interview.

* Credibility: Larry Pattalochi has worked at the Alcova Marina for five years and has heard about most
of the crimes and problems faced by visitors. He is from Casper and grew up coming to the lake so he
has a lot of history with Casper and Alcova. He has no experience with other beaches so he isn’t able
to compare Alcova to other locations.

» Strengths and weaknesses: Mr. Pattalochi gave personal evidence of how crimes and poor
conditions make visitors feel. He told me about weekly complaints from visitors about food quality
and trash around the park. He knew about only two crimes but did hear many comments which
showed visitors’ concerns with them.

* Value: Mr. Pattalochi’s experience helped most of my argument, because he is in the community and
had examples of how the problems are seen by visitors, including some examples that did not show
up in news stories. He has worked in the marina restaurant and knew how the food is ordered and
prepared. He has also seen the management deal with budget issues and cut food costs over the
years.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Pattalochi, Larry. Interview. • Credibility: Larry Pattalochi has worked at the Alcova Marina for five years and has heard about most of the crimes and problems faced by visitors. He is from Casper and grew up coming to the lake so he has a lot of history with Casper and Alcova . He has no experience with other beaches so he isn’t able to compare Alcova to other locations. • Strengths and weaknesses: Mr. Pattalochi gave personal evidence of how crimes and poor conditions make visitors feel. He told me about weekly complaints from visitors about food quality and trash around the park. He knew about only two crimes but did hear many comments which showed visitors’ concerns with them. • Value: Mr. Pattaloc hi’s experience helped most of my argument, because he is in the community and had examples of how the problems are seen by visitors, including some examples that did not show up in news stories. He has worked in the marina restaurant and knew how the food is ordered and prepared. He has also seen the management deal with budget issues and cut food costs over the years.


