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What is our mission?

GEAR UP Wyoming strives to
increase the number of low-income
students who graduate high school

and enter a post-secondary
educational institution to improve

their access to career and life
opportunities. Visit our page!

Here are our summer updates:
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Student Spotlight (continued)

It is about fulfilling a lifelong dream, and
making the most of opportunities that
were not always available to those who
came before her. "My dream is to be an
elementary school teacher and that
requires me to earn a degree,” Lucia said.
She credits the University of Wyoming's
College of Education for helping prepare
her for that goal, mentioning that its
emphasis on classroom experience gives
her motivation during challenging
semesters.

Photo sumbitted by Lucia

Her commitment to education is also rooted in gratitude for the
opportunities she has been given. Reflecting on her family's
experiences, Lucia shared, "What most motivates me to seek higher
education is the opportunities | have that many do not. | have had
the privilege of being born in a country and state where higher
education is valued and encouraged.” That perspective has helped
Lucia remain focused while navigating the transition from high
school to college. Throughout her first year, she has been proactive
about asking questions, connecting with campus resources,
applying for scholarships, and taking intentional steps toward her
career goals. According to her advisor, those qualities are what
make Lucia exceptional. "Lucia stood out to me because she has
approached her first year with honesty, determination, and a real
willingness to grow,"” she shared. (continued)
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	What is our mission?
	GEAR UP Wyoming strives to increase the number of low-income students who graduate high school and enter a post-secondary educational institution to improve their access to career and life opportunities. Visit our page!

	Here are our summer updates:
	Student Spotlight: Lucia
	As she prepares to begin her sophomore year at the University of Wyoming, Lucia Garcia is already building a strong foundation for her future. A recent GEAR UP Wyoming alum and aspiring educator, Lucia is pursuing a Bachelor of Elementary Education with a Minor and Endorsement in Early Childhood Education and plans to graduate in Fall 2028. Her dedication to her studies, combined with a deep sense of purpose and perseverance, has made her stand out among her peers. For Lucia, higher education is about more than earning a degree.
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	Student Spotlight (continued)
	It is about fulfilling a lifelong dream, and making the most of opportunities that were not always available to those who came before her. "My dream is to be an elementary school teacher and that requires me to earn a degree," Lucia said. She credits the University of Wyoming's College of Education for helping prepare her for that goal, mentioning that its emphasis on classroom experience gives her motivation during challenging semesters.
	Her commitment to education is also rooted in gratitude for the opportunities she has been given. Reflecting on her family's experiences, Lucia shared, "What most motivates me to seek higher education is the opportunities I have that many do not. I have had the privilege of being born in a country and state where higher education is valued and encouraged." That perspective has helped Lucia remain focused while navigating the transition from high school to college. Throughout her first year, she has been proactive about asking questions, connecting with campus resources, applying for scholarships, and taking intentional steps toward her career goals. According to her advisor, those qualities are what make Lucia exceptional. "Lucia stood out to me because she has approached her first year with honesty, determination, and a real willingness to grow," she shared.                                     (continued)
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	“Navigating the High Degrees”
	This June, students from across Wyoming gathered at the University of Wyoming for Camp GEAR UP 2026, a four day residential experience designed to help participants explore college and career opportunities while building the skills and confidence needed for future success. Guided by the nautical theme “Navigating the High Degrees” campers embarked on a journey of self-discovery, college readiness, and personal growth.
	Throughout the week, students experienced life as a college student by attending classes, staying in UW’s newest residence halls, and enjoying meals in the recently opened dining center. Courses included Composition 101, Career Readiness, Wellness, and Cool U. These experiences encouraged students to explore their interests, identify their strengths, and begin charting pathways toward their educational and career goals.
	Beyond the classroom, students built lasting friendships through team-building activities, hands-on learning experiences, shared adventures across campus, and talent shows. Whether they were collaborating with peers, learning new skills, or stepping outside of their comfort zones, campers demonstrated enthusiasm, resilience, and a willingness to embrace new opportunities. One of the most memorable moments of Camp GEAR UP 2026 came during the grand prize drawing.
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	Jacob, a returning student from Western Wyoming Community College, had won the camp’s grand cash prize the previous year. When his name was drawn once again this summer, he made a generous choice. Rather than keep the prize money for himself, Jacob chose to share it by splitting the award among five randomly selected campers. His act of generosity left few eyes dry and serves as a powerful reminder of the leadership, compassion, and community spirit that GEAR UP strives to cultivate. The moment filled campers and staff alike with pride and captured the very heart of the camp experiences.
	As students headed home, they carried with them more than memories. They left with new knowledge, stronger connections, and a clearer vision of their futures. Camp GEAR UP 2026 was a reminder that when students are given the tools, support, and encouragement to dream big, they are ready to raise their anchors, chart their course, and confidently navigate their journey ahead.
	Navigating the High Degrees (continuted)
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	Starting the Year Strong
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	Starting the Year Strong (continued)
	Professional Development Opportunites
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	Looking ahead, school leaders are encouraged to attend the Wyoming Association of Secondary School Principles (WASSP) Conference, November 1-3, 2026 at the Ramkota in Casper, WY. GEAR UP Wyoming is proud to sponsor keynote speaker Tony Cantanni, whose work challenges educational leaders to think intentionally about school culture, leadership, and student success. The conference offers an excellent opportunity for principals and administrators to network with colleagues, explore innovative approaches to leadership, and return to their schools with fresh ideas and practical strategies. As we continue planning for the future, GEAR UP Wyoming is developing a book study to be held in spring 2027 covering Reaching and Teaching Students in Poverty by Paul Gorski. This powerful resource examines common myths surrounding poverty and provides researched-based strategies for creating equitable learning environments where all students can thrive.
	Whether reflecting on lessons learned from TeacherCon, preparing for the WASSP conference, or engaging with future book study opportunities, GEAR UP Wyoming remains committed to providing meaningful professional development that equips educators and school leaders to help every student succeed.
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