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PhD Preliminary Examination

· A preliminary examination will be given following completion of 30 hours of 4000-level or higher course work, not including independent study or research credits.  The Program of Study form must be on file in the UW Office of the Registrar before the preliminary examination may be scheduled.  The exam must be taken at least 15 weeks prior to the final examination (defense).  This exam consists of a written thesis proposal and an oral examination/defense of the proposal administered by the student’s dissertation committee.  The written proposal, not to exceed 15 pages in length, will outline the student’s proposed research study.  It must be turned in to the thesis committee at least two weeks prior to the oral exam.  The oral examination (2 to 4 hours duration) will consist of questions focused on the proposed research. 

· Upon passing the preliminary exam, the student may advance to candidacy.  Failure of the preliminary exam may, at the discretion of the thesis committee, lead to a reexamination during the following semester in residence, remedial work, or expulsion from the program.

