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Sheridan	
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  and	
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Op-onal	
  1	
  Cent	
  Ballot	
  Proposi-on	
  
Tax	
   Purpose	
  

4%	
   A	
  statewide	
  sales	
  tax	
  with	
  69%	
  to	
  state	
  
general	
  fund	
  and	
  31%	
  to	
  local	
  
governments.	
  

2%	
  General	
  Purpose	
  (FiQh	
  Penny)	
   In	
  increments	
  of	
  .5%.	
  	
  Used	
  for	
  general	
  
funding	
  for	
  local	
  governments.	
  	
  
Established	
  for	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  years.	
  

2%	
  Specific	
  Purpose	
  (Sixth	
  Penny)	
   In	
  increments	
  of	
  .5%.	
  	
  Projects	
  must	
  be	
  
approved	
  when	
  tax	
  is	
  approved.	
  	
  
Established	
  for	
  a	
  set	
  amount	
  of	
  money.	
  

W.S.	
  §39-­‐15-­‐204	
  
Note:	
  Total	
  General	
  Purpose	
  
and	
  Specific	
  Purpose	
  cannot	
  
exceed	
  3%.	
  



Op-onal	
  1	
  Cent	
  Ballot	
  Proposi-on	
  

•  Voters	
  in	
  Sheridan	
  County	
  approved	
  the	
  
Op-onal	
  1	
  Cent	
  Ballot	
  Proposi-on	
  in	
  2006	
  by	
  
66%	
  to	
  34%.	
  

•  2007-­‐2008	
  Economic	
  Collapse	
  
•  Ques-on:	
  Would	
  voters	
  in	
  Sheridan	
  approval	
  a	
  
renewal	
  of	
  the	
  op-onal	
  tax?	
  	
  Would	
  they	
  be	
  
more	
  likely	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  tax	
  if	
  it	
  included	
  
funding	
  for	
  conserva-on	
  projects?	
  



Current	
  Voter	
  Registra-on	
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TNC	
  Poll	
  of	
  Sheridan	
  Voters	
  

•  Funded	
  by	
  The	
  Nature	
  Conservancy	
  and	
  the	
  
Sonoran	
  Ins-tute	
  

•  Polling	
  Conducted	
  by	
  Public	
  Opinion	
  Strategies	
  
•  May	
  25-­‐27,	
  2010	
  
•  Telephone	
  survey	
  of	
  300	
  registered	
  voters	
  
•  Distributed	
  propor-onally	
  throughout	
  the	
  county	
  
•  Demographically	
  representa-ve	
  of	
  likely	
  voters	
  
•  Margin	
  of	
  error	
  +/-­‐	
  5.66%	
  



Poll	
  Descrip-on	
  
Half	
  of	
  respondents	
  heard:	
  
Shall	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  County	
  Commissioners	
  for	
  Sheridan	
  County	
  
con-nue	
  to	
  impose	
  an	
  excise	
  tax	
  of	
  one	
  percent	
  upon	
  retail	
  sales	
  of	
  
tangible	
  personal	
  property,	
  admissions	
  and	
  services	
  within	
  the	
  county,	
  
for	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  general	
  revenue?	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  other	
  half	
  of	
  respondents	
  heard:	
  
Shall	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  County	
  Commissioners	
  for	
  Sheridan	
  County	
  
con-nue	
  to	
  impose	
  an	
  excise	
  tax	
  of	
  one	
  percent	
  upon	
  retail	
  sales	
  of	
  
tangible	
  personal	
  property,	
  admissions	
  and	
  services	
  within	
  the	
  county,	
  
for	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  general	
  revenue,	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  conserva3on	
  of	
  lands	
  
that	
  preserve	
  water	
  quality	
  and	
  quan3ty,	
  wildlife	
  habitat,	
  and	
  
working	
  ranches,	
  and	
  crea3ng	
  and	
  improving	
  parks	
  and	
  trails	
  in	
  the	
  
county?	
  



!
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Increased	
  Support	
  for	
  1	
  Cent	
  Ballot	
  
Majori)es	
  of	
  nearly	
  every	
  key	
  sub-­‐group	
  side	
  
with	
  including	
  conserva)on	
  funding	
  as	
  a	
  priority	
  
for	
  the	
  county.	
  	
  This	
  includes	
  majori)es	
  of	
  all	
  
par)san	
  groups,	
  all	
  ages,	
  and	
  residents	
  of	
  the	
  
City	
  of	
  Sheridan	
  and	
  those	
  in	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  
county.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  worth	
  no)ng	
  that	
  this	
  view	
  is	
  
strongly	
  held	
  among	
  parents	
  of	
  children	
  under	
  
the	
  age	
  of	
  18	
  (62%	
  include	
  conserva)on,	
  parks	
  
and	
  trails;	
  33%	
  deal	
  with	
  other	
  issues	
  first).	
  	
  	
  	
  



Specific	
  Responses	
  
•  “I’m	
  an	
  outdoors	
  man.	
  I	
  fish…	
  Conserva)on.	
  Preserving	
  the	
  land	
  from	
  development,	
  

so	
  it’s	
  not	
  overdeveloped.”	
  	
  GOP	
  man,	
  65+	
  

•  “To	
  keep	
  the	
  parks	
  up	
  and	
  maybe	
  make	
  new	
  ones,	
  and	
  the	
  upkeep	
  of	
  the	
  water	
  
ways.”	
  –	
  GOP	
  woman,	
  45-­‐54	
  

•  “I’m	
  into	
  ranching	
  and	
  I	
  think	
  that’s	
  very	
  important.	
  	
  And	
  conserva)on	
  is	
  also	
  
important,	
  and	
  I	
  also	
  use	
  trails	
  on	
  the	
  mountains.”	
  –	
  GOP	
  man,	
  35-­‐44	
  

•  “Well,	
  it	
  also	
  takes	
  care	
  of	
  the	
  water	
  and	
  the	
  wildlife.	
  It	
  does	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  good.”	
  –	
  
Democra)c	
  man,	
  65+	
  

•  “I	
  guess	
  the	
  main	
  reason	
  would	
  be	
  for	
  conserva)on	
  purposes,	
  like	
  wildlife	
  and	
  
natural	
  resources.	
  I	
  mean,	
  I’m	
  that	
  kind	
  of	
  guy	
  who	
  enjoys	
  nature,	
  I	
  think	
  that’s	
  
important	
  to	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  we	
  enjoy	
  in	
  Sheridan	
  County.”	
  –	
  GOP	
  man,	
  25-­‐34	
  

•  “The	
  wildlife.	
  That’s	
  the	
  only	
  reason	
  (I’m	
  vo)ng	
  Yes).”	
  –	
  GOP	
  woman,	
  65+	
  	
  



Public	
  Priori-es	
  
Topic	
   Extremely	
  

Important	
  
Important	
   Total	
  

Con-nuing	
  Opera-ons	
  at	
  Seniors	
  Center	
  and	
  
Support	
  for	
  the	
  Elderly	
  

18%	
   52%	
   70%	
  

Protec-ng	
  and	
  Restoring	
  the	
  Water	
  Quality	
  of	
  
Rivers,	
  Streams	
  and	
  Creeks	
  

18%	
   50%	
   68%	
  

Maintaining	
  Roads	
   14%	
   53%	
   67%	
  

Maintaining	
  Public	
  Safety	
  and	
  Assis-ng	
  Law	
  
Enforcement	
  

17%	
   45%	
   62%	
  

Con-nuing	
  Opera-ons	
  at	
  the	
  Local	
  Animal	
  
Shelter	
  

10%	
   38%	
   48%	
  



Top Conservation Related Funding Projects 
Ranked by % Extremely Important to Include 

 
 

Funding Projects 
 
Extremely 
Important 

 
Ext/Very 
Important 

 
Protecting and restoring the water quality of rivers, streams and creeks 

 
18% 

 
68% 

 
Protecting natural areas threatened by development  

 
15% 

 
51% 

 
Protecting land around rivers, streams and lakes 

 
14% 

 
54% 

 
Protecting fish and wildlife habitat 

 
14% 

 
51% 

 
Maintaining the rural character of Sheridan County  

 
12% 

 
43% 

 
Protecting working ranches 

 
11% 

 
45% 

 
Providing access for additional hunting and fishing opportunities 

 
11% 

 
43% 

 
Protecting natural areas 

 
10% 

 
48% 

 
Protecting open space 

 
10% 

 
46% 

 
Protecting land for outdoor recreation 

 
9% 

 
54% 

 
Protecting scenic views and mountain vistas 

 
9% 

 
44% 

 
Creating and improving parks, pathways and trails 

 
5% 

 
36% 

 
Creating and improving neighborhood parks 

 
4% 

 
44% 

 



Media	
  Coverage	
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Media	
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City	
  Commitments	
  to	
  Conserva-on	
  

•  WATER	
  QUALITY/OPEN	
  SPACE/PARKS/	
  
PATHWAYS	
  &	
  RECREATION	
  
– “Expenditures	
  for	
  water	
  quality	
  for	
  streams,	
  City	
  
parks,	
  pathways	
  system,	
  recrea-on	
  programs	
  and	
  
open	
  space.”	
  	
  $250,000/year.	
  

•  HERITAGE	
  AND	
  HISTORY	
  
– “Expenditures	
  for	
  historic	
  buildings	
  places	
  and	
  
ar-facts”	
  	
  Sheridan	
  Community	
  Land	
  Trust	
  
$15,000/year.	
  



County	
  Commitments	
  to	
  Conserva-on	
  

•  $20,000/year	
  to	
  Sheridan	
  Community	
  Land	
  
Trust	
  

•  $20,000/year	
  for	
  discre-onary	
  conserva-on	
  
projects.	
  



1	
  Cent	
  Results	
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Governor’s	
  Race	
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Open	
  Space	
  and	
  Trails	
  



Creek	
  Restora-on	
  



Public	
  Parks	
  and	
  Pathways	
  



$1	
  million+	
  for	
  Sheridan	
  Parks,	
  
Pathways	
  and	
  Open	
  Space	
  


