Edict 1l.

That welghers and mintexrs in Egypt shail have no
right hereafter to ask anytiaing for pure gold
(obryza) but that coined money shall be made
there the same as in this great cilty, putting
on the couin a stanp ascordin: to {indicating)
the weight,

(*U% nullam cupiun habent ponderatores et monetarii
apud Aegypties posthac ¢ulequam pro obrussa exigendi,
ced ad Instar magnae hujus urbis signatum 1llie
aurum fiat, signa vero illi imponant secundum

pondus in signato servatum.)

Headnote,

It seeas that colns were made in Alexandria of less
weight than shown by the stamp thereon., The welighers here nmen-
tioned seem to have been the sygostatal, mentioned also in C,. 1Q,
78, 2, who were appointed in every oity so that true weights might
obtain, ana the persons making payments aight not be cheated. See
also paratitlon of Gothofredus, C. 2. 12, 7. It would seem that
they, as well as the minters in ilexandria, in receiving gold,
took a certaln amount of it for their own beneflt, similar to the
epimetrum, extra paymant, which collegtors of taxes received, so
as tc be sure that they sustained no loss. Thls amount of gold
80 retained by the weizners and minters was called obryza, whigh
meant pure ;0ld. Gothorredus on C,T. 7, 24, 1. If the gold was
coined, the minters in cgolining it subtracted a csrtain amount
therefrom., The weigners apparently stamped the weight on these
coins. Cothofredus on C. ¥, 12, 7, 2. 3ut in doing so, thney
marked the coins as thoush containing the weight of the whole
amount of gold dclivered to them. In other words, the weight
was siort the amount of obryza retained by the minters and the
welghers., ©Ths result, of ocoursse, was, that whon these coins
were used in somusrclal transactions, the difference between

the actual weight and the amount stamped thereon was considered



headnote to ediet 1Y zont'd.

in computing the amounti necessary to be paid in coins, tiue
diflerence sonetimes amounting to as higin as nine zold pieces
in a pound of gold. There were 72 gold pleces to a pound.
Ce 10, 72, 8. Justinian accordingly abolished the praoctice
of taking obryza eitier on the part of the weighers and minters
or on the paxt ol tue public, directed that the true welgzht
should be stamped on all coins, and that this true weight
sho':ld be accunted as such in all commercial transactions,
See also Cujacius on C. 11, 11, 3 (2, 693).
Justinian states in thls Hovel, that the mwaotice
of taking obryza was confined to aiexandria. Butb it would
gseem that a certain amount was demanded as such, in order
to insure the full amount payable,in other transactions long
befors tne enactmnent of tais lawe See Cujacius, supra, and
Gothofredus on S, 7, 24, i. Thne partioular evil in Alexandria
geens to nave been that the coins made wore actually underweight
;-- a practics that probably nad not been adopted anywhere else.
The same Lapsror (Justinian) to Peter, glorious
praetorian prefect of the Orient the second time,
and oount of the imperial exchequer the se€ond times
and exconsul,.
-Preface.

7 What is called obryza by t.e Egyptians, unknown in
férmer times, has recently becoue troubvlesome in comnection with
é%ntracts and has oome into use to such ridiculous extent, that
ﬁlne sold pieces are given for each pound ol golde Wwe have
thought it best to suppress and abolish it, so that it may not

_fiurt the public interests anc be troublesome in contracts of

JF subjects, especlally since, as we have learned, this absurd
' situation exists mainly in A.cxandria alone, but not in Zgypt

E(ggnerglly) or in other cities of that province,



&dict 1l,.

¢, l. We therefare ordain timt ;old in the diocese of
Egypt shall be treated {(coined) accordin: to ancicnt usage,
although in the nmeantime =oinsge, which is called absolute(a)
by the Alexnndrians,'has been corrupted, so thet no ocue can
demand anythin: for the badly inveuted "obryza,"” and the zold
used in Egypt shall also be computed in commeotion with con-
tracts the same as the zold coined in this great city. Thie
shall bs observed at the peril ol the offisiating augustal
prefect in Alex=ndria and the (friclal staff under him,

(a) This probadly meant coinaze ihe ztamp of which stated the

trus weight or vilue.

Ce 2o Since the weigher and minters are the sourcge of this
fraud, we enjoin upon him (the Auustal prefect), who has trase
officers under his control, to appoint them under proper assur-
ance by them that they wlill render assistance in connection with
sontracts by "absolute® colnage, and that iY any stamping (on
coins) is to be done, they will put the true weight on the
stamped coin, and it shall not be fermitted, according to the
custom heretofore wrongfully followed, to insoribe upon the
stamped coins anythin; but the true weight, If they venture
to do anything {contrary hereto), their property will be con-
fiscated, and they will be subjected to bodily punishment, as
persons who have net even subsequent to t:ais order desisted from
their customary dishonesty. aAnd they musi, in sending gold as
usual to the Ausustal prefeot and whoever uay officlate as sucl
and to the collector of imposts (albarcha) who now oxlficiates
or may hereafter officiate as such, and the superintendent of
the imperial treasury pay 1t over without any charge for obryza.

{pro obrussa),.



Hote to c. 2, Ediet 11.

the weighers and minters received the g0ld mentioned here as
having to be sent by them to certain officials probably from
the tax payers, or from the officials ocolleoting: the taxes, acting

as it were, as intermediaries only,

c. 3, ¥e direct him (the Augustal prefeot) and his succes-

sors in office and the apparitors under them to look after this
matter, and they may know that if 1t appears that they pave de~-
manded anytning from the imperial colleators of imposts (alabarchae)
or fr-na the provost of the imperial exchequer for obryza, thsy will
be compelled to pay 1t out of the salary assigned to them and thelir
apparitors, as wall as out of thelr own property, not only while
they are in office, but also after they have retired from it,

and whether they received their part pursuant to a written con-
eession, or without one, since sush charge (obrussa) is not
ancient, but has arisen in recent times, 1l. And you will also
announce to traders who have been ac:ustomed to make a profit
(therefrom); that if they aoccept anrthing for obryza or take

into account, their property will be conriscated and they will

be subjeoted to bodily punishment. For we direct that a matter

so badly commenced, and witich has progressed to such extent,

and which injures the whole republic, shall hereafter bs abolished
pursuant to the present law and shall not hereafter be troublesome
in uontré@t. This shall ha.observed at the peril of the Augustal
pyéfect, and whoever ococcupies that office hereafter, and at the
,£§r11 of their of ficlal staff, so that even the memory of sush
bractice shall be destroyed, and contracts made in the diocese be
: 1iberated therefrom,

Egslggna.

o Your Glory will direct this our will, declared by this

1m@er1al law, to be ocarried into foroe and effect and to be observed.
Given Becembar 27 (559).



