Bdiet 2,

That presidents shall not give the right asylum in
fiascal causes.

(Ne praesides in fiscalibus causis asyli jus dent.)

The same emperor (Justinian) to Johannes, praetorian prefect.

Preface. We have learned from what Your Glory has orally reported
to us that the presidents of provineces have laid no small difficulty
in the way of collecting the tribute by granting the right of asylum
at will. So those who collect the public tribute, using this protec-
tion, fail to transmit the go0ld paid to them, retain the greater por-
tion of it themselves, and while owing the gold, misuse the right of
apylum granted them. 1. We therefore ordain by this pragmatic sanc-
tion addressed to Your Exoellqnoy that you, by your ediets, forbia
all the honorsble presidenta of the provinces to grant any right of
asylum in fiseal cauvses; but they may give such right to those that
seek 14, only in private oaunses, and only for a limit ed time, with-
out the right, when the time has expired, to again and again renew

it in perpetulty. All must know that if they recelve such right

(in fiscal causes), they will derive no advantage therefrom, but
anyone, ordered to pay the public tribute owing by them, may arrest
them, and the right of ssylum granted them in the provinces shall be
of no use to them, but only those shall be secure, who have received
the right of asylum by an imperisl order or by mandates of Your

Exgellenoy.
Hote,

The right of asylum was a right to stay wighin a sacred
precinet without molestation. This was extended later to exemption
from molestation, for a8 1limited time, even without being within a
sacred enclosure. See c¢. 8, Novel 17, and Edict 13. Under the pro-
visions of Ediet 13, the right of asylum might bs given for fisecal
causes. The ediot related to Zgypt.
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c. 1. Since, moreover, we have been informed by Your Glory

that some peracns have gone into the different provineces to mske
inquisition of those who have given themselves over to the error of
the hereties, and have on that ground arrested many of our subjects
and have received mmch money from them as fees, we ordain that per-
sons who have dared to do so, shall be arrested, taken before the
honorable presidents of the provinees, and pay back, after proof,
threefold the amount which they received, retwning toc the persons
damaged the amount which they paid, and paying twofold of such amount
t0 the fise., The members of the official staff, moreover, under the
worshipful viear of the diocese of Asia, shall eause the collection
of the public tribute to be made at their peril snd at the peril of
their property, since, s8s also reported by Your Excellency to CQur
Piety, there is a deficiency in the numbver of the provincisl appari-
tors, which number hss been redused to dbut few, while the vicar has
for a long time also administered the office of the honorable presi-
dent in Phrygle Pacatania.'®’ So the members of the official staff
of the vicar, shall, by order of the now or hereafter officiating
vicar, colleot the publiec contrtbutions and pay them into the fisc,
2. The reseivers of taxes, moreover, stationed in any province, shall
distinetly state in the receipts issued By them the amount of gold
pald, stating separately the amount that is paid for the treasury of
Your Excellency snd the samount belonging tc the Imperial ixchequer,
snd by such receipte make known the amcunt paid (to each), and they

shall not transfer the ampunt paid from one treasury tc the other.

ilogue, Your Zxcelleney will &l rect this, our will, declared tm
this imperial pragmstic sanction, to be earried into effect.
Notey
(a) See Novel 8, c. 2.
This ediot, or constitution, was issmed doubtless before

Novel 8 was issued in 555.%'See c. 2 of that Novel,





