HOVIL 10,

Conoerning referendaries.

Emperor Justinian to Hermogenes, gloricus Master of 0ffices,
¥xoonsul and Pstrioilan,

Proface.

Among things which we have reduced %o order, we thought we
shonld not fail to do sc as to those things which eoncern our
referendaries, espmolially since they s re more useful %to ne than
many others, Formerly ithere were nct many cf them; but wo sub-
seouvently inoregsed their mumber so thot we might be enadled by
thelr aseistance to aid mony and spoeedily learn ¢f the varions
petiticns, But some pecple adused our liberality, ssmding us many
petitionere uand many petitions, and by hesping one npon the cther,
increasing so honorable a ratter t¢ an undignifled proporticn,
4nd there was no end tc¢ petitioners, ti1l the murmt er of refarend-
ariss was inoreased to fourteen, Therefore, in crder thst s matter,
Justly oconsidered by us as attendsd Yy sore honor, may be so ex-
tended g8 to become undignified, we have decided %o :zeep tha nug=
ber of refarondaries within a cortain limit. Ve do not deprive
those who are such of their position, ®or that wonld be unbecoming
to the imparisl majesaty; and espacially since all of tham fave
fulfilled their duty tc cur satisfastion, we remove no orme of them.
They shgll remaln as they are, but no cne shall ba added to their
number, t1ll1 this numbdbsr 18 reduoed to eight. Thus eight shall always
have such appointmenmt; this number shall not in any manner be in-
cresged at any time, the avpointees alwmys vieing with esch other
in thelr devotion an! zeal toward us and cur reign. Ho one shall
hereafter be permitted to ask snything of the kind (i.s8. an incrsase
in the number; and if he does s0) he may know that he will not cnly
not be granted what he asks, but he shall also be subjest to a fine

of ten pounds of gold (%2160), and loss his own position. Por we
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want the r eferendaries to be limited to the number aforesaiad,

let justiee and the other virtues, morsover, be inereased, and
make them (the referendaries) more respeoted. Greatness in
nurber has no Jdignity, seeing that only u few out c¢f many lead s
distinguisghed life, Iet them, therefore, who now rhold this posi-

tion, remain in this situation.

‘E’JE il nge .

Your Highness rmust take cognizance of this law snd tske osre
that no rrovigions thereof are permitted 40 e viclatel, If per-
8one do anything ocontrsry hereto, you must collect from them the
fine with which they are threatened herein, as versons who ask
for something which it is unlawful to ask or to grant, Our law,
it is true, does away with a multitude (reduces the number of ref-
erendaries), but, in turn, invests these officials with a pre-
eninence which is found in But few, and vhich is especiully becom-
ing in men who, tha chilidren of worthy parents, dedicate their
1ife tc the petiticns of supplisnts and to the ald toc be extended
by us to the latter. Ycu will, accordingly, take sare to put into
effeot the provigions stated in thie 1aw,

Given ot Constantinople, April 15 (635).
Note.

See reference tc them in Novel 113.



