Novel 102,

Conserning the Moderator of Arabia,
(De Moderatore Arabiase.)

The samé iugustus (Justinian) to Johannes, Praetorian
Prefect the seoond time, exconsul and patrieiasn,

Profage.

Many magistraclies of provinoes which were formerly insignifie
csnt and unimportant and insufficient to meet the recuirements,
have heen already changed for the better; dut after we raised them
to a higher ordur, thay have everywhere become powerful, snd matters
have been so gonducted therein that everything has been put into s
better condition. And we sought out (the names of) proconsuls,
praetor and modesrator and the dignity of these ancient names, in-
oroeased thelir salary, gave them plenary power, and above all for-
bade them to despoil our subjects and use many hands againat themga)
we also fortified the matter by a specially fear-inspiring cath,
and have not delivered the office to them ti1l, having taken %this
oath, they become worthy of the letters-patent of the magistraoy.
And we have alae‘dirooted our attention to Lradbla, and g8 we in-
quired into the reascn why the public treasury (fisc) should be in
want, though the country is fertile, and why we should be surrounded
by 8 multitude of people appealing to us, all of them lamenting,
eome of them reporting thefts, others wrongs, others damages of
various kinds, we learmd that the occasion and the cause of this
ovil arises out of the weakness of the magistraocy. Mor the civil
magistrate was eo unimportant that he was subservient to the mili-
tary commander, and his safety snd his very existence as ms gistrate
depended on the latter, And so it hse besn a long time since it
entirely ceased, and the funotions of the civil magistrade have been
performed by the military commander who has sufficed neither for .
himgelf nor for the civil office; for he has been engaged nct in
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locking after the welfare of our subjects, but to maize a profit
out of both (offices),

(a) $.e. use extortion.

e 14 These thinge have aroused us o the present plan, and

put the magistracy in better shape by the present law. We give to
the magietrate the name of moderator or hsrmost, as we did in Pontus;
we give hir the rights of s magistrate of worshipful rank, so that
he will in nc way be inferior to s duke, He 2hall attend to the
colleotion of taxens with the utmost severity, look after the inter-
eBts of private people, and rust not permit the worshipful duke or
the phylarehus (duke of the 3arsoens), or any one out of the houses
of the powerful, or (the officials of) the imperial patrimony or
(the of?icials 0f) the Crown Domain, or the imperisl house itself,
to inflioct any dsmage on cur sudbjects; he must not be esally swerved
from his course, or be in fear, tut must govern firmly, and above
all keep his hands c¢lean, for God, us and the law - for we wanﬁ him
to be bound by the same oath w-ich we inmpose upon the other maglis-
trates, He 8'wll, along with his letters-patent, recsive the inm-
perisl mandates which wers known to the leglslators before us and

to the ancient state, but which, after having been fargotten, were
renewed and re-introduced into *he state by us, soc that he may have
them always &t hand and follow our orders, Tor 1f he obays them

he eannot btut have all things turn out well, and, conformidably with
the law, will be done fittingly and with juet expedition,

. 2, He elgll, therefore, in the firat place, as gahove stated,
look after the collection of the pudlic tribute, which shall be

made in a humane and psternsl apirit toward those who are devoted,
but with severity and without indulgence toward those who are con-
tumscious, Next, he shall look after the people and their good oon-
duat, and that the Bostrenli and the others are not given to tumilt
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or sedition, and that what has, from olden times on, bean permistted
for their pleasure 40 not turn intoc frenzy amd murder, He shgll
alao have sold iers under his oommand, according te our imperial
mandates - for this, too, will be found therein; and he shall not
neglect to attend to anything that ie necessary. And as we 4id

in the oase of the moderstor of Pontus - for he shall follow in the
game footateps as that magletrate - 80 he will be of worshipful rank,
and appeals amd other things shall, in like maxmer, be attended to
by him. Nor do we let the salary be the same us formerly; for we
want hir to have fifteen pounds of gold (23240) as his salary and
other income; his counselor (assessor) shall have two pounds snd
his ofTiclal staff two pounds of z0ld (2432), althcugh, moreover,
he: is already in commnd of scldiers, as gbove atated, eccording
to the imperial mandates, 8%till we take care that one of the troops
( numernus) of socldiers stationed there shall be under him, whioh
shall obey hir alone und shall carry out and obey his orders, The
worshipful duke shall have nothing to do, either with the scldiers
which we have specifically assiged to him (the moderator), nor
with private peracns, or with their lawsuits which they may have
with esoh other, or with cases in which a private person may bve
defendant (and a scldisr the plaintiff); nor shall he have anything
to 4o with nrivate osuses., For there ia a great difference bvetwsen
@ military and a oivil administration, and the two should be sgepar-
ated, as the fathers of the state arranged and decided, The wa -
ghipful duke rust know, that i1f he dares to mix in civil affairs, he
will no longer conduct the military affairs, tut deprived of that
right, he will beoome a private person, and subjset to this (the
civil) magistraoy.

C. 2. These ghen shall be the provisions made for the magle-
trate of the distriot of Apabla, and we are confident that, God
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willing, the matter will bs in better ghape. Fpr as we have
gpared no money, tut have inereagsed his sazlary, we know that the
ooocupant of this magl straoy will take paina to appear, in connec-
tion with the faithful collection of the publioc tribute, se a man
who does not infliot damage upon, Wt dbrings profit to, the fise.
We want 1¢, however, to be observed, that the worshipful duke may
take hig sglary from the soures gseigned to him by the president,
8inoe it is oloar that he (the duke) will not be so negligent in
his éffairs. that he ooculd not even colleot his own sulary, knowing
that if he does anything contrary hereto, he will be punished by a
panslty of five pounds of gold ($1080),

Given May 27, b36.



