Novel 109,
Conceruin: women ol heretic Taith.

(De mulieribus fice haereticis).

Tiae sane uomstus (Juetinian) to Jolmnnes, lorious praetorian
prafeot tie secoud tinme, exoonaul-ordinary- and patriclan,
Prcface.

Vie believe thet the onlr sumport ~f oar republie and
oi the dura.ion of our reim lies in the hons in %od, and ge Xnow
taat it is the salvation »nd oul 2ol and o our relpn, Hence our
legislation 2t be dependent -yvon it ans ve thint In view, 2nd
shoudd be the degsinuin;,the niddie n-d the eud t wrenf, nveryone
knows tihi:t oar nrodelessors ang sartiasvlaorls a0 of blessed m@mory(a)

(»)
and Justin ol blecsoed enory, ouwr fathwer, forbade, in fieir

-

constitiitions, hereties tc e in the fan rinl gervice or to'm
part in loowin: af%es punile uatters, . st, *hers nl:ht on accs nt
of gwoh gervice and puvlie funct iocnz seen %o IniNiet wrones on the
mexabers of the holy and gpoctollce chareh of Yod. Ve, too, have
done so, confirminz i$ b our conztitutions. Ther denominated

and we denoninate as herctics tiwse vho adhera to the various
heresiea(?)ana gount aion: t..en thoase who follow the Jewish folly
of Hestorxius, and the Butyehianists and %the Acephnll and those

who follow the depraved faith ~f Dloscurus ond Severas, br which
the lmplely of tue ’anichacang and of .Apollinaris is renewed,

and, further, all thowse who duv not belon: to the holy and aspoktolie
ohurah of wod, in which all the holy patriarchs of the whole earth,
incinding tihwse of “ome in the west, and of this imperial oitr, and

of Alexandria anc¢ Theopolis (Antioch) end Jerusalem, and all the
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holy bishops under them, wlth one asuord pireash the apostolic
faith and tradition. Those, therefore, who are not received with-

in the holy communion in the catholie cmuroh LY the Jod-beloved
priests therein, are rigshtly oailed heretices; 1or, althoush they
agsume the name of Christiens, nevertheless, sinoe t.ey have
separated themselives Ifrom the true Christian falith and communion
are considered 8RR having subjlected themseives to the Judgment of
God.

{a) C. 12,60,9,

(v) ¢, 1, 5, 12.

(¢) See C., 1, 5, 2, 1.

c. 1. The laws e¢nacted concerning hersiics are known to all.
And as we want those who eabrace the orthodox Talth and adhere
thereto, to have greater privileges toen those who have separated
themselves from the flosk of God == gince it would not be rizht
that the latter should be conslidered worthy of egual privileges
as the orthodox -~ we have, tharefore, dirccted our attentionto
the present law., We have ziven m ivilezes to women in conneation
with dowries, and they hava a prefermange over older creditors,
and occupy an advaniagsous posaition though later in time,(aiaving'
however, a lien as to prenuptial sifts according to the time when
they were given.(b)we now want to let everyomg Xnow by this
imper.al iaw, thet this preference and the implied liens and
everythinzs else lven by us to women by various privileges, simll

be conueded only to those women == to use and enjoy t.ie benefit

thereof «- who adhere to the ri;ht and adorable faith =- timt of
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the ocatholiec and apostolic church -~ gnd who belong to the
soul=-gaving coamaniorn thereof. Those who senarate themnselves
feom thao noly catholio and apostolic church of God, and who
ave not received within the oly comminion therein by the Jode-
vsloved priests Therenf siiall in no manzer enjoy such srivileges,
For 1L ther separatl: fThengelves from tae ~ifts of Jod and become
strangars to t ¢ noly wr gpetiess eoarmmion, go mieh the nore
gnonld we 2onsider tow unwortny on tocge ivileves, and howld
nos ceuilt thom Ly oenior the fovrowes hegbowed Ly oo or laws,  Tence
thz Yene2its of our Laws =Pall not e open “n toary, ant they
shail be deprived o evory orivllers ~ivom them hy our sonstitu-
tions,
(a) Tovel 97 c. 3,

{(h) C. 5,12,29,

Ce <o But iz sthey return to a bettev state oi mind, and embrace
and persevere In tue right and true foaith, tley srhall be permitted
to enjoy such gifts and privileges. Tunese provisions shall @ piy
and be observed in the whole empire, especialily by the God-beloved
priests, and by owi magsistrates anc Judges, hi.h or iow, and
besides, by Your -ublimity, tu wuom we adoress tle present law,
Heuve thu judges, oeidore whon suits are browsht agalrst wonen,

ox by wonen gigiming s me privile res, misy direct their attention
Yo the provision od our law, end unless thry Tind that sueh women

ure orthodox and are received within the Snotless and adorable

-~

commuiion In the hwoly eatinlie anc avwnstolic ehurch by its
venerabie priesis, they nmust not sernif taen to enjoy the »nrivileges

H
¥

01 our consgitityr iong.
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E Eilog:% »

Your Sublimity, upon receivinz knowledge <X tlils, our
will, declared by this imperial law, nnst causc 1t Lo be observed
in suits before you, and to be carried into force and effect, and
to be made known, by customary edicts and crders, to all in tuis
fortunate oity and in all the provinces, so thzt all may kuow to
what extent we have the true faith in cur Lord Christ, the trw
God, and the salvation of our subjecte at heart.

Given at Constantinople Hey 7, 541,



