Novel l44.

Concernins; the Samaritans.

(De 3amaritanis),

Headnote,

This Novel, enactecd by Justin, successor of Justinian,
in 572 A.D. repealed Hovel 129, enucied by the latter. A few
Novels only not enasted by Justinien are embodied in the collec-
tion of the Justiulnn Novels,

Baperor Justin to Jiomedes, praetorian
prefect,
Preface.

Our father, of blessed memory, as well as ourselves,
have often paid attention to the herrsgy of the Samaritans and
their folly, devoid of reason, 80 as to lead them to a better
falth and fre¢ then from the sickness which grips taem; bdut we have
not heen abls in comenstion with mny of tihen to accomplish what
lay near cut heart, accordinz te anoisnt custom. Tor same of then
have wone tz such an extent of foolishness, that, havin; received
the soul=-savin; baptism, they returned to tie evil wa;'s which tihey
‘Sad left, warshisped in the same manner as the Samaritans and were
found to be posuessed of the same madness, Hence it has seemed
ﬁpraﬂer to us to rensw tine former law enascted by our fatiw1r & ainst

" them,

c. 1. And on that acensnt we ordain, thit they shall nave no
heirs, witlh or without testanmcnt, shall not receive legacies or
aequirs awr ouperty Ly sift; but Samaritans and heretles in

vgeneral or those wuno pretend to embrace tme risht Christian faith,



Novel 144 a. 1. cont'd.

but wino do not in fuet believe in it and fail 1o do the thin:s

in hamony therewlth, sinll have no nelirs, called on intestacy,
nor shall tincy be able to make testaments or lenve lezacles or
2ifts, unless those who recelve tne pronerty are orthcdox 'n
faith and in faot. If none of theam are so, we direct the proy=-
erty of such persons, aftexr their death %o belon: to tae imperial
treasury. and so the gracious enactment of our father in their
favor, having the fores oi law, which permitved them to take and
transmit an inneritance, take and leave legacies, shall hereafter
be vold and ¢ without any foree., oy ginge those who are pos=-
gessed by the folly of the Jamaritans have shown themse.ves une
worthy of tie Spifit of humanity of that law, they need not aoguse
anyone else but theumsslves, that they have become alienated from
the olemency ol the great God and of our vaviour Jesus Chr ist and
have been deprived ol tinsg liberality formerly granted them by our
governaent, in order that tavy might turn their nind toward the
bettar, and noit w9 that yhey misint persevere in thelr perverse

belief forevexr.

Cs 2o But we except fron tire ~resecunt law tie sexris wno Tollow
the belief of tiw sanmritens -- not on t.eir own accow:t, but on
acogount of the conidition of the lands cultivated by them, and on
agccunt of tie tribule end returns paid into the iaperlal treasury
from that source, eéspecially since they err on account of want of
krowlicdge. we pur it then to a . point ascendants, descendants and
collatcrgl relatives as heirs and legatees, although possessed
by the error of {he Janarituns, provided (such helrs and egatees)

cultivate the flelds whereby grester riches may coac So tie owners
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of the lands and throush them to our imperial treasury. They
may also inherit from each other without testament, for ti» same
reason., If there 1s none of them surviving, the owner of the
land on which the deceased wag a serf, shall receive what is
left by the latter, and shall take the place of the public
treasury, and he shall pay the public tribute on belhnlf of the
deocedent, 1l. We do not permit a Jamaritan to serve in the army;
he shall not even hold a oivil office, shall not be an advocate
or assessor (oounsellor of a magistrate), shall not be numbered
among the learned rhetorioians, and shall not teach the youths,
2., If any of them, after baving received the soul-gsaving baptiam,
are found to retwrn to thelir former error, observinu; the sabath
or doing other things whigh c¢onvicet tnem of having received the
holy baptism by pretence, they small surfer confiscation (of
their property) and be sent into perpetual exile. The sane
penalty shall be visited upon those who extend impious patronaze
to then azainst the true Christian faith. 3. It seens to be
proper, that those who oome to recsive tle spotless bapiism
should not be received immediately, but only after some observa=
tion and instruction for a sufficient time. Ve prescribe thut
those who comprehend the good dootrine shall be instructed fa
two vears, and learn tine sceriptures as far as possible, and only
then receive tihe holy baptism of redcmption, gaining tix true
rede:iption by a penitence of that length of time. Those who are
still younys and do not understand the dostrine, are permitted,
without tals observance, to be considered worthy of the holy
baptism. No Samaritan, moreover, shall have a Chvistian slave,

and as soon &s he acquires one, the latter shall at onee be put
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at liberty. If the slave is of the same perverse belief, he
also is permitted to enjoy the Roman ¥reedom immediately upon

a:abracin.g the faith o thie Christians,

opilogue,

Your tlory, therefore, will dlreet that tnis our will,
declared by the present law, ic carried into ef.eet by posting
tnis Llaw up 1in the usual ploces,

Civen gt Jonutantinonle, May LB, 57 weDe





