Rovel 154,

Concerning those who in Osrcena contract unlawful marriages.

(De 11§ qui in Osroena illicitas rmuptias contrahnt.)

Emperer Justinian Augustus teo Florus, count of the orown domain,
Prefase, Ah ineredidble report has ocome t0 us, namely that people
in the provinces of Mescpotamia and Osroensa, dare to enter into
unlawful marriageg, violate Roman lawe and bescome liable to the old
and new penalties prescribed therein, contracting these unlawful
and prohibited marriages in following the custom of their neigh-
bors. Now we have not &redited this, for we oonsiler it unbeliev-
able that persons who are part of our republioc would dare to &
anything of the kind, and disgrase and oonfound the names of their
offepring,

0.1« We have, therefore, desir#d that inquiry should be msade

into this, and if anything of the kind has happened, to punish
the violators by the extremest punishment, But inssmich as we
believe that it has been long since any such offense has been
committed, yet if anything of the kind has happened among those
who live in the provinces of Osroena analﬂbsopotamia, we forgive
them for these matters of the past, in whatever manner 1t has
happened, bessuse of the various invasions made therein, and par-
tioularly because the country-people are said to be generally the
violators in this respeot. We permit thes status therein to be as
it 18 at present, without caring to sorutinize the vidlations com-
mitted up to the_time of the enactment of our new (‘)eonstitution.
but we ordaein that all inquisition in regard to these matters
against the e rsons and affairs of the inhgbitants of these pro-
vinces shall be prohibited, But if any one has dared or &ares to
violate the law reeently enacted by us on the subjest, he shall be
subjeocted to the severest punishment, and he must know that a '
pecuniary penslty will not be substituted, but that we shall pursue
him, his wife and his children, born af{e¢r the enactment of the



aforesald constitution, and infliet sapital and pecuniary penalty
upen them, sparing no one whether of high or low station or far-~
tune, or whether of the priesthood =~ for thet would be so mmch
the worse =~- but viziting punislmont upon all alike, we shall fol-
low the course that is oustomary and worthy cof the Roman laws, and
shell not only take away paxrt of thelr pronardy, but the whole of
it and part of the vody, and oven 1llfe itzelf 1f we fiund the un=-
lewful marriage to ve one ¥ the more luexcussble scharaoter, 80
that no one will sscarze whe, in sinning, folleows the example of
his neichbors. For men should know what is ri~ht and proper and
should excite others to sumlate them (in rizht and wropdr conduet),
and not act sontrary to the laws or resort to ruinal imitiation
therein. We want thess directions obeyad in the aforesaid prov-
inees, and both the aivil and military magistrates shall take care
that punishment is visited upon the offenders. We want this,
moreover, to be nade kmown pursuant to your order, to the pro-
vinaiale by the proper nagistrates through edicts, and they (the
magistrates) will be subjestod to the severest punishmont mnd will
lose their mazisiracies snd their property, 1f they negleost any-
thing herein.

{a) Probadly HNov, 12, o 1-3, appended to C 9,9,

Erilosme, Your Glory must taks care to earry this our will, de-
elared in this imperiel law, into force and effent,

(Date lacking).



