Hovel 156,

Concerning the division of the offgpring
of seris.

(De prole eolonorum dividenda).
The same augusius (Justinian).

rrefaca.

T.e managers of the holy church of Apamia have repcrted
to us thaat male serfs subjeot to others had united tasmselves to
female serfs belonzin: to (the property of the church), and they
asit that the female zerfs, as well as their childrern, wiio follow
tie status of thdx mother, should be restored to them. While

asxing tils, taey scem to be unaware of the provisions of the

eonstitution recently encoted. (Hovel 162, c. 2)

. 1. For 1f free persons unite tnemselves to auires feaale

seris, the, aocording to the rule sfated in the constlitution, the
children Tolliow the status of thelr mother, and tigy do nct become
free; 1f boith (the walec and female) are serfs, that yulc does

not apply in every respect, but as we receatiy ordersd and crdained,
the offspring will be divided. If the chiidren avre of an even
nunber, they will be divided evenly, if of an uneven nwaber or

there is only one eiiiid, the mother will have tihe preference, since
she had the greater bdurdean. Jo ii there is one child, it follow
the status of the motaer; 1if there are turce children, oue of

them will be subjeat (o tue mastar of the father, and so tic mother,
as stated, wiil always have tie prefcrsnces .and so the gcple of
Avamia may know, that tuie oifspring must te divided in ¢ils manner,
and they may understaud thal tihe coniivviersy exist%ng tlircusiout

a loug time nas been setitled by our legi¢1aiion.(a1

(a) Hov. 162 here reifexred to was enacield in 3539 i.7., cc that

the present Hovel wau wiltien altcr tiamt cate,



