Hovel 157.

Concerninzg serfs who contract a marrlage
on other farms,

{De colonis cui in alienis praediis nuptias

contrahunt.’

Emperor Justinian Augustus to Lazarus, count

of the Crient.
Zreface,

i#e have learned from reports wmade to us in various ways
that wrongs unworthy of our times are comaitted in Hesopotamia
and Usroena. It 1s stated that it is the oustom there, that serfs
born on different faras intermarry, but that the proprietors now
attenpt to dissolve marriages already entered Into, or to take
the culldrer born of such marriages from their parents; that
thereby all the serfs of tiese places are afflicted with serious
grief, wnile the nen and women are forolibly separated, the off-
spring torn froa those who gave thea life, and that the matter

needs our help,.

c. 1. We therefore ordain that the owners of farwus :iay here-
after indeed guard tne (femals) serfs belonzing to them under the
law as they wish, in order that they may not marry serfs from other
farias, but marriages herctofore entersd into shall remain in force,
ani no one can break the bonds between those herelofore united

to cach other according to custom, and camot compel them to
cultivate their land, and cannot take the children from tueir
parents because of their status as serfs., If anything of the

kind s done you will correct the matter and see to it, if
children are taken away from théir parents or women from tisr
husbandg, that they are restored; and If anyone dares to do
anythinzg of the kind in the future, he will be in danger of

losing nis land, HMarrizges shall be released from tie danger

now threatenins them, parents shall have their cohildren pursuant
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to tnis, our order, and possessours of farms camnot closely
gorutinize (of wnati serfs bdelonz to them) and separate husband
and wife or take children (from theilr parents). Whoever attempts
to do angything oi $he ¥ind, wiil stand in danger of losing the

farm for wnich he clul:w the serfs,

Your Limnificence and the official staid uader you
ot every officiating macistrate ol your orfice et tuke ceare
to carry thls our will dedmred by this fasrial pragmatlc sanction
inte eflezt and cause it to be observed, and a Tine o three pounds
3T =016 (%648) w1l be imposed upon the verson attewpting to violate

these provisions,

Tlven Vay 1, 542,



