Hovel lé6.

That olergymen shall be transferred from

one church tc ancther to take the place

of a fixed number of those that hmve died.

{Ut olerici ex altera ecclesia transferantur
in alteram ad statutun delficientium nunerun, )

The sanme Ausustus (Justinian) to anthimus,
holy and blessed arehbtishop and universal
patriarch,

Preface.

We recentliy enacted a law conccrning the number of
ordinations (appointaents), and accordins; to it, they must not
be excessive, either in the holy Great Churceh of this fortunate
citv or in t e remalnin.; omurcies. iie ratiiy this law and
declare it to be valid in eveiry respect. Since, however, it
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is our purpose to curtail appointuents, thereby reducing tne
to0 zreat an outlay of the holy Great to a moderate and bearable
amount and to dininish the awount of tne expesnse, we, having
sast about us in every way, cone Lo enact tne present .aw, not
at all different from the foruer one, bub arising {rom the same
motive, and wailch malsht be of st1ll greater advantage to the

holy 3rea’t Churah.

Ge le For we ordain, that if it happens in some of ths holy
chrshes, which are sanaged and the expense of wnioh is borne by
the holy Great Church, that a presbyter, deaocoon reader or singer
dies, no outsider shall immediately supplant him, but it shall
bae determined what the number of reverend olergymentherein is,
And 1f tuat nﬁmber is not yet below, but is still above that
orizinally defined and fixed, no appointment shall be made in

the place of the decedent until the number (orisinaily {ixed)
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is restored., If the numher nas been reduced, so that it is
negcessary, in order that the fixed number may bot be lacking,

to put another clergyman in the place of the deceased, then

Your 3eatitude shall loock around to see, wiether there is a
superfluous elergyman, of i.e same grade, in t.e otaer churches,
azide from tne holy Great “hurch, and (if so) put him in the

in the otner's place, and no new appointnment shall be made. In
that way, wihen that wihioh ic deficient, is supplied by thal which
1z recundant, a beautiiul harwmony will be created, pleasing to
Gou, and the holy Great “hurcn may thereby gradually be freed
from debt, Otherwise, wien that whilch is deficient, is supplied
by something outside, and that whiceh is redundant is nol diminished,
a lonz and infinite time will pass by, before that which is
redundant will be diminished.

Egilogue.

Your Beatitude, therefore, must zealoucly carry the
provisions Justly nade by us f£or the benefit o7 the holy churches
into force and effeot. For if anytiing is done contrary hereto,
the person who c¢ontrary to this law dares to auke an appointment
nust take notice, that he wiil receive no benefit therefrom, and
expenses incurred in that manner nust not be chaurged to the ag-
gount of tie holy ocmrch by the reverend stewards, but they them-
selves must bear the loss arising therefrom, receivin,; tnis as the
fruit of their negligence out of their own pro.erty.

Given at Jounstantinople August 18, 556 A.D,



