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An example of an imperial pragmatioc sanction.

Emperor Justinian to Papius.

Preface.

Aristocrastes, the famous father of the city of Aphrodisium,
and the land-holders thereln have supplicated us, saylng that the
saforesaid city ete. In the first place we think that there are
those who take and interpret our lsws, = as to make them the ocoa-
gion for wrongs, which they should never do. For we are inférmed by
the father of the oity, that a large amount of the oity's bold had ac-
cumilated through legaocles left to the oity of Aphredisium, and in
order that it might not bve loat, some of the men in power in the com-
manil ty had tsken the monsy apon ccndition, that so long as they re-
tained the momey, they should pay tc¢ the eity each year - whether
called a eontridbuticn, return or intercsst - an amount fit¥ing to be
paid; but that since we snacted a constitultion that no creditors
ghould be permitted to cclleot mere than dcuwnle 4he amount of a loan,
but should he content with such sum, the men receiving thae money say
that , since they psld more than decudble such smevnt, the legacy to the

city is lost. Hence we sre informed that the heating of the publie
baths, the expense of which used % be defrayed out of suech payments,
ha3 thereby suffered, public words have deteriorated, and our consti-

tution has, according to the interpretaticn of these men, inflicted
injury upon the eity.

6. l. In order to obvigte such a éondition in our repudlic, we or-
dain that perscns who have received gold upon condition of paying to

a oity a2 certain sum (each year), must make such payment each year in
accordance with their agreement, as long as they retain the gold, and
they can in no maemner invoke our constitution (afcresaid) in connec-
tion therewith. Por we nmade that constitution for sreditors and to

apply to eases specifically mentioned therein. The present species

of payment is not included therein, aince it seems more like an annual



Hovel 160, cont'd.

return than interest, and it behoovee us to look equally after the
interests of the fiso as well as those of eities, If, moreover,
any person, after the present sanction, interprats our law dif-
ferently and wants to deprive the e¢ity of the money given him,
he shall.pay all arrears due the eity, amd pay the double thereol,
80 a8 to be Jjustly awarded for hig malicious interpretation; for
while it was in his power toc act as a good citizem, he is so dise-
‘honest as to wrong his native ¢ity whieh brought him forth.
Hote.

Thie Novel i1s a striking illustration of the inconsistency
of which Justinian was guilty at times. Perhaps, however, it em-
bodies the same gpirit running through many Americasn decisions
which d¢c not slways apply the 8ame prineiples of law to individuals
and compunities alike.



