Novel 28,

Concerning the Moderator of Hellespontus.
(De Moderatore Helenoponti.)

The same Augustus to Johannes, Praetorian Prefect,
Prefaoce.

To ochange and divide without Jjust reason an area originally
harmonious, united and standing on its strength, is not a good
administrative act. For strength does not reeide in mumbers of
men, but in the true effect of things, We have found thie toc be
80 in rogard t- the two provinces of Pontus, Hellespontus and Pontus
Polemoniacus, Por though this diatrict had formerly been united
under one magistrate, it subsequently was mszde into two, without
any neceseity and without any essily discoveradble reason, That
this 18 B0, is confirmed by the faot thst even at the present day
the region has but one oollector (tractator) of public tribute and
levies. And if we count up the oities in the two provinoes, they
hardly nunber as many ae are necessary for one provinge, Helles-

pontus has eight cities, Amasia, Ibara, Buchaita, Zela, Andraps,
Sinope and Anusus, situated on the slope (toward the sea), anclent

oities; ani Leontonpolis, glso should now be considered among the
oities. Five other ceities ars found in Polemoniacus Pontus,
Neocaesarea, Comana, Trapesus, Cerssus and Polemonium; for Pityus
amd Sebastopolis should be considered forts rather than cities.
These then are the eities in the two provinces of Pontus. Baok of
these 1liea our lLazloa, with the oity of Petraen, which we permitted
to be a, and to take the nams of, oity, snd it uses the name of

Our Plety and 1e called Justiniana. There agre also the large and
ancient forts of Archseopolis and Rhodopolis, and in that number
belong the forts reeovered ty us from the Persians, namely those of
Scondis, Ssrapanis, Murisius, Lysiris, and other places acquired by

u® in Lazioca. Then fvllows the region of the Tzanl, now under the



oontrol of our sway for the first time, whioh too has some oities
recently built usnd will have others to de built soon hereafter,
Other nations further bsok are the Suani, Soymni, Apsilae, Abasgi
and others, now, by the grace of God, our friends, and belonging to

ug.

G. 1. But thls diseertation on places has led us gfar and we
return to the subjeect of the two provinses of Pontus snd their con-
solidation. We combine them both, containing ten citiea, again into
one province, reinstate the encient union and give 1t & new name,

The whole shall be oslled Helenapontus, the hame given %o it by
Constantine, of blessed memory, in hconor of his noble mother, Helen,
of blessed memory, who found for us the sacred sign of the Christians,
The name of Poleman, who was some anoient tyrant from smong many in
Pontus, shall be discarded, flrst because it ia the nare of a tyrant,
next begause the province has already a oity nsmed after it, namely
Polemonium, anl becauss it is more becoming thst the provinge be
designated by Christian and imperial names than bty such as are in-

dicative of war and tumlt.

¢. 2, The thirteen cities, acocordingly, shall belong to one and
the same provinos, al though we deprive neither imasia nor Neocaesares
of their dlstinotion as metropolitan cities, Their bishops, beloved
of God, who a re metropolitans, shall be ordained here (in Constanti-
nople); aml 8o the bishops under them, shall be ordained by them, as
has besan the custom heratofore. We make no innovation as to the
priesthocd therein, for it was known in former time and is known

at the present time, which is adorned by ug, that many appointrents
of bishops are made in one province, There shall be one man at the
head of this region, who shall govern both (of the former) provinces
and shall be dzlled moderator, or harmoet in the common (@reek) tongue;
for the term moderator is slee ancient, worthy of the Roman ai gnity;

and a harmost wse a magl strate sent out by the lLacedsemonians (dur ng



their supremasy) to the aities subjesct to them,

6. S 80 the man who fllls this maglstracy shall be cslled the
Justinian moderstor of Helenapontus, The soldiers stationed in the
provinee shall be smubject to his orders., He shgll have an adjutant
(sdresponsum), and men of every station shall be subject to his
Jurisdietion, without any right to set up any privilege against it,
He ahall hear 2ll suits, olvil, oriminal snd others, the minor ones
orally and gratuitously, the cnes that are important with the usual
requirements of writing, with the payment of fees prescribed by our
imperial constitution. The oocupant of this reglstracy shall re-
celvs the aslary of the two former magistrates, amounting to 726
s01idd (82175). He shall have one officlal etaff, sndthe duty and
risk of the collestion of the tribute shall devolve upon him snd

his staff Jointly - the members of the latter being combined into

one body (from the former two), and properly sdapted (to their duties)
as direoted by the moderater. The counselor (assessor) of the magis-
trate shall receive 72 solidi (%216) from the fise, and the official
staff, oonsclidated from two into one, 447-1/3 solidi ($1342),

c. 4. The oocupant of this magistrascy shall appoint no vicars

of hie in the slties, ae ig sl stated in the imperial mundstes, Wt
he shall himself visit them, without being prevented by any law cr

pragmatic sanction of the past to the contrary. He may live in a
metropolitan or in another city, wherever he wishes, provided that
the oalty seleoted by him ean accommodate him, He must sccept no gift
and must inflict no damage neither he nor a membsr of his officiael
gtaff nor s socldier, under him, rust accept anything from ocur sub-
jects, nor live at another's expense. He muwst not oppress our subdb-
jects, nor permit the soldiers under him to do 8o, a8 glready stated
in the imperisl mandatec, ifindful of the oath which he has taken

and bearing in mind that he has received the office without paying



therefor, and thet he has received noc smll inorease of salary,

he must abstaln fror accepting sny gift, snd that if he does, he
ruet return 1t with penalty; nor shall he permit his official staff
to 4o anything of the kind, Unless he sees to 1t that the soldiers
under hir are oontent with the salaries which they receive, he will
not escape our indignation, and will be corpelled to meke good to
our subjeats the damage inflioted by them, by tsking that amount

out of the salary (of the offending soldiers)., 1. For we want

this magistracy to be more influentiasl snd important by the number
of the members of the offiocial staff, of whom there shsgll bYe one-
hundred, and by the splendor of the offieisl , whom we rank among
thosa of worshipful dignity, e that we may be able to count, where
neceseal ty requires it, on magistrates who are honorable and fitted
to oarry out our orders. PFor what could be expected of men who were
at the head of provinoes as formerly estadblished, who, but few in
number, ruled over but few, received small compensastion from the
fiso, tut gave ruch, were compelled to extort money and were intent
upon the one thing -~ to gradually repay ths cereditors who hounded
them for the return of the money which they m 14 for the of fice,
Henoe they betrayed our sudbjects, amd wers engaged in obtaining money
by methods that were impious and full of peril. 2, Reflecting on
thest things, we not only remounced the income from such sourge, but
al sc paid out much money of our own; amd where an office had, per-
chance, besn scld tc a man by our predecessors, to redeem it, re-
leasing our subjeots from the tribute (of repaying that asrount), snd
in place thereof to give & solace (by way of higher salary) to the
persons receiving such tribute, so as to permit our subjeots to bde
partiocipants of liberty. PFor it was reserved for us - God, it seoms,
bestowing such bounty upon us - not only to give liberty to Africans
and people of that region, but also that those in the midet of our
state who were 80ld annually, and not even permitted $o remsin sub-

Jeot to the same purchaser, but transferred in short time from the



control of one to that of another, should be liberated by us fror

such detriment of condition and ahame.‘a)

We deemed it proper for
us to offer this as thanka to God, who vut the imperisl erown on our
head, who, with the consent of all, gave us tie purple, left ue by
our father, and who bestowed such benefite upon us as He had bestowed
upon no one before us,

(a) Referena~ was doubtless here made tc the annual change of

governore - these baing depletsed as purchasers of the provinelsls,

Ge S¢ The man, aocordingly, who comes to occupy that magistragy,
remembering how many men and cities he will govern, how great his
power will be, changed, as the office is from one cof consular smd
prosidential rank, to a greater one anl one of worshipful rank,

should sparse our subjescts, preserve them from harm, keep his hands
clean, enrich the fisc, take oare to advance its interests, abstain
from receiving private gifts, give cities their jJust dues ih their
public and private (muniocipal) saffairs, vieit them, look after them,
do nc thing, small or great, for profit to himeself, look after his

good name, keep his oath in every way and show himself acceptadle

to us in sll things, l. He muet permit no one to effix his plaoard‘a)
to enother's land or buildings, which frecuently hsppens, partionlar-
ly in Pontus., That right belongs solely %o the fisc and the imper-
ial house, If he finds such placarde in another's name, he rust
tear them down immediately, inveatigatse the man who put them up.

If the man hinself who claime to be the cwner had done so, he musg
confiscate his property (affixing putlic placards thereto), breasking
the man's placards, as it were, over his head, DBPut if that was done
by & procurator of gnother's proparsy, the placards muset also, as

we have Just said, be broken over hls head, and severe punishment
vigited upon hiw, so that upon learning tnease things the psrson in-
toreated may inow that he camnot inflict wrongs on our sub jects
either peracnally or through satellites, or through octhers, hired to

further hia greed.



(6) Novel 28, cont'd.

Rote to c. 5.

{(a) See Novel 17, o. 15 - affixed for the purpose of laying
claim to the property.
The subjeet of placards placed on the nroperty of others ig

more fully considered in C. 2,14,1 ard note and references there given,

0. 6. The moderator should, similarly, slso punish persons who
rob, seek after the property of others, ravish women and seize goods,
cattle or other like property, 20 as to maintain the law, Justify
our Judgment of him and give us no QGauss tc regret that we dispensed
wi th the officers whose duties 1t was to pursue robbers or prevent
violehoce, while rodbbers overrun the country without punishment by
him, For we glve himr soldiers, sr that,by uéin; them, he cannot be

en3ily overcome by those who sommlit wrong.

s 7. These exhortations are genersl, He may learn the details
both from the general law concerming the organizaticn of meglstracies
and from the imperial mandates, which, r~iven to him, will explain how
hq shall conduct his of7fice. If he does these things (as stated),
 he will not be unaocceptable %o us, will oonsecrate his 1life to God
and to the law, and will be entitlad to indulge in hopes for thea
future by reason of his (oreditable) administraticn. A schedule is
attached to this law, which states what compensatiocn he, hig agsesgsor
and his officlal staff will receive from the fisc, and what fee he
himgelf must pay for the insignia of his office, so that when he
knows how great is the libverality of the gift which we make him, and
how smgll the fee to be w 1d for the insignia of the office, he may
perform his duties in a becoring manner, and hope, in the future, ¢to
govern more territory and more people, if ha nroperly perfarms the

duties in hand,



(7) Novel 28, com 'd,

c. 8, %o galeo grant him the right that apresls from him shall
be heard a® sppeale fror worshipful Jjudges, Jointly by the glorious
prefact gnd the glorious quaestor, acccrding to the method of appeals
by consultation and sdvice. Arpeals in his provinee invoiving less
than 500 solidi ($1500), taeiken from other judges, thouzh thay heard
the 0ase upon assignmwent, provided they aras not themselves of wor-
shipful rank, ahall be heard by himself, acting in place of the em-
peror; 8o that, hcnored by us also in this respect, he way be mind-
ful of the inoreased power conferred upon him by us, and miy 8¢
conduet himself as to show himself to bs upright in the eyes of

8ll of our subjects, of usg, and espeoiall? of God and of the law,

Zpilogue, Your Sublimity, upon learning these provieions, will
give him the salary, and will aoknowledge him to have such position
of honor (as herein stated), 8o that many may rightly and aapgerly
seek the honor and dignity now conferred upon him,

Given July 16, 535,



