NOVEL III.

That the mumber of dlergymen of the holy
Great Churclh (at Constantinople) and of
the other holy churehes of this fortunate
city shall be limited.
(Ut determinatus sit numerus clericorum
sanatissimae magnae ecclesias et certerarum
sanctissimarum ecolesiarum fellolssimae
urbvis.)
Rote.

The oity of Constantinople is time and aguin referred
to by Justinian as the noble (alma) or felicissima (most fortunate)
oity.‘zfﬁé Great Church was 3t. Sophia, bullt by Justinian.

The sanme Augustus (Justinian) to Lpiphanius,

archbishop and eoumeniscal patriarch of t.is

imperial city.

Preface.

Already heretofore we directed in a common and general
law, written to Your Beatitude and the other holy patriarchs, con=-
gerning the ordination of holy bishops and of reverend clergymen and
of deaconesse3, that no more than the nmumber fixed in the beginning
should be ordained; and this appeared to us proper and decorous
and worthy of holy (voolesiastiocal) reguiations. 'je write the
present, special law to Your Beatitude, regulating the number of
clergymen in this city. Yor since almost nothing is good that
exceods moderation, it is proper that no such number of ordina-
tions of reversedd clergymen and deaconesses be made, so as to
reduce the holy church, by supporting them, to the necgessity of
borrowins money, and gradually to extreme want., Far we know
that the holy Sreat Church of tals imperial city, motier of our
empire, is, for that reason, bwdened by a haavy debt, and that

it cannot make the several outlays to tae reverend clergymen,



Novel IXI. conttd.

unless it incurs a great debt, and puts mortgages and pledges

on {48 beautiful landed and suburban estates. It has, thsrefore,
seened good to us to lunvestigate tinis matter, and to find out

Row the matter stood formerly and waat lanovation was made in

the course of time. Aocordingly fulliy investisating the matier,
we find tnat each one of those wiho built holy ohurches in tids
fortunate city, note only took tie buildin; tnereoci upon ihime-
self, but élso that the sacred buildings erected by him should
have sulficient income, and he defined how many presbyters,
deacons, male and female, how many subdeacons, singers, readers
and doorkeepers should be appoinfed in each church. I8 defined
the outlay of the bulldins in accordance therewith, and added

a sufficient and own income for those appointed by nhim, Lut which
oclearly, couid not be sufficiently spread out (to suffice), wien
many were added. These arrangenents were observed for a long
time, and as lonz; as that was done, there was sufficient for the
servants of the holy churches. But as scon &8s the God-beloved
bishops listened to tne petitions of some, and increased tne
ordinations in great numbers, tue outlay grew to immense propor-
tions; hence oreditors and interest everywhere; Ifinally nct
even creditors, on acocunt of t.e loss of faith in tne matter,
butforoed and unlawful alienations and dishonoravle transactions,
unbegonin: even to a private, sound establishmaent; so that,
because of this bad condition, not even the landed and suburban
estates sufficed to pay mortzases and pledses, zand on that very
account, tnere was no room (even) for creditors, but the situation
led to extreme poverty; support oould not be furnished even to the

servants {of the church), but tie matter was reduced to such nisery,
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that all the property was delivered over to the creditors. Ve
hesitate to say this; and we shall see to it to prevent it

(in the future). For if a person does not with eguanimity bear
with one who maxes outlays beyond his finanoial ability, why
should we not take it upon ourselves to lock after these matters?
Property should not be sought after, with wnich to defray ex-
pensés. for this would lead to insatiabie ocupidity and to
impilety, but expenses should be measured by financial ability.
Hence wa shall enact seasonable laws in regard to these :atters,
do away with unlinitedness, and apply a definite remedy.

6. l. We therefore ordain, that the reversnd clergymen and
deaconesses and doorkeepers in the holy Great Church and in all
the other holy houges up to this time, shall remain in the same
manner as now. For we make no diminution in what exists, but
make this sanction to take oare of the future. But no ordination
shall bYs made in the future, until the numbexr of the reverend
elergymen 1s reduced to the former number, fixed by those wiwo
built the chuwrches. DBut since the mumber ol the reverend clergy-
men flxed the holy Yreat Churdh of our inmperial clty was rather
small, since they holr Great Church stood alone, but the venerable
house of the holy, glorious lary, mother of Cod, sitwated in the
neizhborhood of the holy Great Church, was thereafter built by
Verina, of pious nemory, and the venerable house 5f the holy
martyr Theodorus wacs thereafter consecrated by Sporacius, of
glorious menory, and the venerable house of the holy Irena was
thefeafter joined to the holy Great Church, therefore, the number
can in no manner be reduced tc what it originally was. Hor

would the emall number, wilen was so tixed, suifice ior so muny



Novel III cont'd.

shurches, since none of the Ioregoling three houses have their

own oclergymen, but they (that exist) are ocommon to the holy

Great Church and to them (the three churches), and who in (a
certain) order, and traveling around a oirole, as it were, all
periorm their services therein; and especially since a large
multitude of former heretios have, by the Grace, indeed, of the
Great God and of our ocavious Jesus Christ and by our labors and
exhortations, been led to the Great Church, more tnan double

the original number should be appointed to pérform the services

in eonmneotion with the sacred oult. 1l. #e therefore ordain that
these shall not be in the holy Yreat Church more than 60 presbyters ,
100 deacons, 40 deaconesses, 90 subdeacons, 100 readers, 25 singers,
80 that the whole mumber of venerable clergymen of the holy Great
Church shall consist of 425 persons, aside from 100 of the so-cal led
doorkeepers., This, thep, simall be the multitude of clergymen in
the holy great church of this fortunate city and the three holy
houses Jjoined with it; none of the present ones, however, shall

be e jected, although the number is much greater than the one

fixed by us, but no one shall hereafter be added to the several
present orders until the measure is reduced to this number,

6. 2o It should also be added that, what has heretcfore been
done with small propriety, should no longer ooccur, namely, that
many reverend ¢lergymen should disdain to remain in the holy
c¢hurches, here and in the provinces, in whiah they were ordained,
but come to the holy Great Church, becoming one of its clergy
through some patronage. Ve altogether forbid this to be done
hereafter., Tor if we forbid in commneotion with monasteries, timt

no one shall pass from one monastery into snother, much iess shall
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we permit that (in connsotion with churches) to the reverend
clergymen, deeming a desire of that kind to have the mark of

gain and business., But if Your Beatit;xde or the reigning

emperor shall at some time deem sush transfer to be .for the good,
it shall not be made uniess (the clergy) has been reduced to the
number stated by us, and the transfer shall be made (for the
person transferred) to take the place of one deceazed, and no

one whatever shall be admitted beyond the (fixed) number. For

we do not permit that to be donme by any trickery or in any manner,
Thege, the, are the provisions as to tae holy Great Church. 1. As
to all tae cother Ehurchss, moreover, whose expenses are furnished
by the Great Churoh, we ordaln that tnelr present clergymen, too,
shall,simiiarly, remnaln as tney are, but no one shall hereafter
be ordained until the number of presbyters, deacons, deaconesuzes,
subdeaocons, readcers, singers and doorkeepers has been reduced

to that fixed orisinally for eacn church by the bullder, and

{u tne meantime no.one shall be added. ¥o, ourselves, shall
avoid doing anytining of the kind snd to send persons to be
ordained, nor shall anyone of our magistrates do anything of

the kind, fearin; our law. And tne blessed archbishop and
patriarch of this imperial oity shall have leave {0 oppose an
ordination, though an oxrder (tu do So) proceeds from the impe rial
courte For the person direating it, and tue pe:son directed, will
sufier eaclesiastical punishment, if he does anything of tie kind.
Ané as to tihe remaining; churciaes wialch do not receive thelir
expenses from tiae holy uUreat Church, no unlimited number shall be
ordained, and t.e limit set for them w igzinally snould not be

exgeeded, lesat tle persons consecrated in them increased to mm
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infinite number, and dividing with then t:ie income left by pious
men, will find that it will not suffice by reason of the number
and will be put into great strascts, and if t & holy archbisiop,
who, for the time beins is tihe head (of the chureh), ordains
persons beyond the fixed number in tue holy {reat Church or in

the other churches, and the stewards of tue same shurch give them
support from the income 2f $ w ¢.urch, they, and the holy patri-
arch who pjermitted them to do so, must furnish the outlay out of
their pwm property (indemnifyins t.e cmrchj. For they must

take notice, thut if they do anyt.iing of tue kind, we give power
to the holy patriarchs who succeed one wno does it, and t the
future stewards and to all t:2e remailning clergymen, to investizabe
guch acts and tn prohiilt them, 17 they are done, and to rasport to
the emperor, so th:t he, having knowledge ¢i tho nmatter, may order
the amounts to be made good to tie noly cnurch out of the property
of the stewards whw did so, and that of the arcabisnop wilo per-
mitted it, so that no such confusion and disorder inm tuic watter
will hasen aguin. wWoen the situation 1s reduced to iuvs former
limit, then ordinstions ma;s be .2ade to the point tnat the afcre-
sald limit 1: not ovirstepped, sand tuc nuad r saall not be 6x-
ceeded; nor shall auny fraud be comaitted in tuls matier. we do
not e.mit, as is seid, ordinations, but forbid the furnis.ing of
swport. That again belonzs to those t .ings that woild create
confus ion, and by taoe addition of superpumneraries would maxe a
second list of names (of clergymen), especially sinoe tiuis matter
would brinz about many ol rcuasentions, and in place of swplying
support, otier ways would be found of (sa.isfyinz) their greed.
Hence we also entirely forbid t:ls to be done, and subject such

aoct to what is oalled esclesiastical punishment, thinking that
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it 18 of great advantage to us, when we see to it that the holy
3reat vhurch is not subjeot to debt and is ..ot reduced to stracts
and to perpetual want, but is flourisnings at all times.
CGe Se A8, moreover, we have limited tie outlay pertaining to
tiais matter, so, tco, it is proper that thc holy ofriciating
patriarcn shouid see to it, that the other expenm which is nade
out or tie income oi ithe church, should be paid dutﬁn?pious
purposes pleasing to God, und should be paid to those wio in
fact are in want and save no otner means of support -- for this
will placate God =- and the money of the cnurch paid out should
not, through patronaze and favor, be givsn to rich nen, leaving
the indigent without the necessary support. 4And tas God-bsloved
stewards, who are such at present, aund wno will be such at any
future t ua, must tase :otlcee that if they do anything in violia-
tion hereoi, tiney will suffer divine punishment, and aust indemmify

tae holy cehuich ovut oi tielr own property.

Egilogue.

Wie thereiore cfiain that Your Beatitude, who from the
beginning amd almost from infanoy has, in every holy order and
dignity, been an ornament ol the holy chufoh, and who also descended
from & holy famlly, should perpetuallLy maintaih these provisions,
thinking that what is for the advéntage of the ochurch Bas at your
heart no less than the(safety of) souls theuselves,

Given Yareh 16, 535 A.D,.



