Novel 31.

Conoerning the orzanization of the four governorships
of Armenia.

(De deseriptione quattnor praesidum irnmeniae,)

Emperor Justinian Augustus to Johunnes, glorious Praetorian
Proefest of the Orient the seccnd time, exconsul aud patrician,

Prefage.

#hen things in disorder and chaos are reduced %o order and
are well arranged, they will arpear to be entirely different, anf
fine where thay were bdad, el egant where they were inelegant, amd
in order and well regulated where they were in disorder and con-
fusion. A® we have found defeots in this respect in Armenia, we
have deemed it best to reduce it to z harmonious whole and give

it atrength and order by & proper organization

6. 1, We, accordingly, divide Armenia into four parts;

one of these is in the intsrior, of which the city, formerly known
a8 Bazanie or a8 Leontapolis is the metropolis and which now bears
our name (Justinlanea), We have honored this district with a pro-
congulship, which waa entrusted to the reign cf the magnificent
Aoacius, whom we made a worshipful magistrate snd upen whor we con-
ferred everything becoming to a prooonsul; for we decorated him
with the proconsular robe and diregcted that he should have every-
thing inoident to that honor. We gave him the oities of Theodosla-
polis, which he alsc previously had, ani Salala, Nicopolis and
Colonia, taken from what formerly was anterior Armenis, and alse
Trapegunta and Cerasunta, taken from what was formerly ealled
Pontua Palemoniacus, tazing some of thess eities from the president
others from the moderator of the provinece, and establish ¢thnis
(prosconsular) dletrict to consist of the seven eities and the sur-
rounding territories thereof. 1. Wé§ estadblish the second irmenia,
formerly ealled the firat, with Sebastia ss ite capital, and give
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it Sebastopolias, which also formerly belongsd to 1%, and Comana

out of the former Pontus Palemoniagus, and Zels out of Helencpontus
and Brisa, so that this province ahgll contain five cities. The
form of government, heretofors under s president, shall remain the
same, without inoregsing the rank of thut official, ™t leaviag it
88 1t was, 3, We glso astablish the third Armenia, which here-
tofore was the second, of which Mslitene, an ansciant and famous

city, is the ocapital, in a fine region and with a fine e¢limate, not
far from the river Ruphrates. Ve deem it beat to inoresse this
provinee, establish a magistraoy of war shipful rank, zivinzg its
cocupant the name of Justinian cohnt, with a salary of 700 solidi
(82100), aml granting to his sesessor a salary of 72 solidi (321e),
anl to his etaff a salary of 60 =solidi (%180), and sleo fAving thie
offieisl everything appropriate to such offige. His apparitors
formerly ozlled taxeotae, muat pesrform the sure duties ss heroto-
fore and muat pay speolal attention $to the collection of taxes,

Their name shall bs changed tc that of the ocount's apparitars
(comitiani), but thoy muet obaerve tho same rules as when known nag
taxeotue., This provines shall huve the clties of Arca and Arbiasus
and irisrathla and the second Comana, alsc called Chrysin, mnd
Cuousus, cities which wers alsc forrmerly part of it whon i+ con-
tained six cltiee, 3. Weo also establisgh the fourth Armenia, a
distriot not forrerly reduced to a provinocial form, Wt was s collec~-
tion of nations of vagriougs foreigzn names, knewn g8 Tsophanene, ingeten
or Tzophane and isthisnene, =180 ocalled Bglsbitene, sand ruled by
satraps -« the name of s magistrate not Roman and not known %o our
anocestors, tut was introduoed from a foreign country. So we glso
give that dietriot a oivil administration, appoint s civil magistrate
and put the eity of Martyropélis snd the military camp of Citharizon
under his jurisdiction. The provinee shall have one c¢f 4he ordimry

magistrates, and shall be 3 consular rrovinee., So, while there are
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four Armenias, two of them have governors of war shipful rank,

tte proconsul and count, the former governing the firet .irmenia,

the Count the third Armenia, The second and fourth irmenias shall
have ordinary governors. 4And as we have earnsstly striven that
appesle involving less than 500 sclidi should not be sent to this
city, but should be taken before the nearest magletrate of worship-
ful rank, wa also provide here, that appesls of tmt oharacter,f_ tak en
fron the second irmenia, that is from 3sbastia, shall be takenhto~
the m glstrate of the first Armenis, that is to the proconeul, and
thoss from tho fourth irmenis shall be teken to the eount of the

third Armenia, thet is %o say, the meglatrate whe resides in Hilitene,

Ce 2. Hgving made these provisions, we thinik 14 proper also that
the government of the txird irmenia should be in the hande of an
eminent msn who has alresdy been in our servioe snd is able to cope
with the 4iffioulties snd the magnitude of the office. .ind simce

we find that Thomas, a splendid man, has slready performed the funo-
ticne of o magistrate In Armonia, that he has served and is serving
us uprightly, we promote him to this office. He s8hall be at the
head of this provinee in conformity with the organization establidhed
by us. He shall also look after other natters with which we may
oharge him by speoial orders (commanitoria), either in the provinee,
which we put in his charge, or in other places, ss we hsve already
done by special imperial orders relating to many different matters
whioch may suitably be carried into effeoct by him also in other places,
l. Ve want affairs relating to the priesthood, as we have often
gtated, to remain s they are., No changes or innovations shall be
made a8 to the rights of metropolitans or in connecticn with ordina-
tions, but the persons who formerly ordained, shsll also now have

the power of ordingtion, the metropoclitans retaining their rank

(order of precedence) wittout any innovations made in respasct thereto.
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e 3o It 19, of wurse, well wnderstood, that since we have made
the count of the third irmenis not only a civil but also a military
megistrate, he must negessarily be in ecntrecl of the soldiers station-
ed there, and must have authority, ss in the case of a militsry offic-
er, to 0all them in hils name, investigate and look after thair sup-
plies, and proseoute rmatters relating to them, if they are muilty of
any offense., He rust not rermit soldlers to oppress our subjests, and
1f they are guillty of grave orimes, must $ry them in eoriminal ocauses
though they are soldiers, and he has a right (in s ward) to 4 every-
thing that military officers are suthorized to do. And as we have
given the Oount of Isauria and of the Pacatian Phrygla and the praetors
of Lycaonis and of Pisldia and cf Thrace, control over military troops,
80 the Count of the third Armenia shell net cnly administer civil af-
faira, dbut he ghsll also have military power and authority, sand shell
be obeyed not only by scldiers but also by civilians, since he govemms
and attends to all matters as one magistrate (with combined powers).
He must take special care that nc crime is cormitted in his nrovince
which escapas proper punighment, and noc one in tha provines, whether

8 civilian, a soldier or person oconnected with the imperial domsirs

is exempt from hlis guthority. For we want perpetual harmony tc be

mg inteined among all our subleots, and 4o not want tc introduce oon-

tempt for law by diseriminetion smong individuals,

Epilogue. Your Sublimity will now and in the future odbserve these
proviaions, in viesw of the or ganization of the four irmenias, and
espeoially of the third Armemia, begause of which the present law
is made, 80 that everything is done (in oonnecticn with the collec-
tion of) the tridute ordered by ue to be paid yesrly, and assessed
by special orders made by your co-workers (and transmitted to the
provinoce).

Given March 17, b36.



