TROVTL 30,

Concerning the assistants c¢f “he qusestor.

Bmperor Justinian to Tribonian, ..uaestor.

We know that in the time of Thorms, ¢f glorious remory,
when he, in the e¢apseity of quaestor, was at the head of th» bureaus
of memorials and correspondence, many disputes srose among the clerks
of the imperial bureaus of memorials, a8 arcnz tha clerks of the
buresus of correspondence and aeppeal-cases and the sssistants of
the cfficiating quaestor, the assistanta oclaiming that anciently
there were twelve assistants frcm the bureau of memorisls and seven
agsiastants frorm each of the bureaus of ocorrespondence and appesl-cases,
but that later, during the tire of Johannes, the magnificent quasestor,
who filled that office for an sxtended tire, the bars were let down
to suoh an extent that trere were almost inmmumerable assistants,

1. That prooculus of exaltsd memory had sugzestsd the confusion as

tc the assistanta to the emmp ror, and that by the latter's order an
imperial oonatituticn was promulgsted wherein it was provided that
the nurber of assistants should not exceed the ancient figure, that
is to say twenty-six, and that nc ons shrould be put in the place of
any of the occupants, until the number of assistanis should be agmtn
established at the figure sforesaid, t e exceas being gradually re-
duced - except, however, that the primates of the assistants were
permitted to s8lect someone else in their place, that is to say, in
the bureau of memorials the mmn who occupies the third place, called
the registrar (lateroulensis); in the bureaus of correspondence anl
petitions, the man who ccocupies the second place, eslled the mello-
proximate, and these only were permitted tc select thelr successor;
2. That subsequently the seme prudent man recognized that there were
many who, on account of various troubles, that befall human kind,

would be unable to perform their dutiec In the irperial service, snd
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made ancther sugzestion to the emperocr and obtained s pragmatic
sanoticn, by whioh it wes permitted that such men, tco, micht select
g substitute who would bs able to perform such serviee, worthy of
and who received, the arproval of the officiating quaestor; 3. that
this took place in the time of Proculus, of magnificent memory, but
that this arrangement came to nsught, snd ag a result of the quarrel
of some of the olerks in the buresus (memoriales), t*is permisesion
was wlthdrawn, sc that nc cne, excert the three perscns rentioned in
the gbowe constitution, were permitted tc chocse a substitute, 8o thét
no venality and sordid bargaining might sprear amonz the men known to
be the aservants of the emperor's orders. 4., i8. heowsver, we have
now learned that the men sngaged in drawing up our laws, bettered by
us and put in order by Your “xeellency, are wortry toc funotion as ss-

sistants, we have deemed it unjugt thst aneh men should de defraunded

of such hopeo‘a) even t hough we are anxious to keep the numbder of

ascistants stable. 5. ¥e accordingly renew the pragmatic sanction,
formerly justly drawn up b Proculus, of exalted memory, laid bafoar e
the emperor and promulgated, but afterwards rescinded by resson of
the insistent contenticons of sorme men, snd we perrmit each of the
twenty-alx aspistants to put substitutes in their respective places,
who must, however, be competant, and chceen in the proesence of the
holy gospels, bty the cfficiating cusestor whe will give them thdr
instruotions in writingz. These substitutes, upon paying one-hundeed
g01idi ($500) and no more, snd upon being jJudzad worthy of the wrk
above mentloned, may take the nlace 0% t*cze that 3ie or lesve in
some ¢ ther manner, and perform the duties of an zssistant. Those
who have reaoched the third rank, that is tc say the registrsr (later-
culensis) of the bureau of memorisls, and in the other two bureaus,
those who have reached the seccnd rank, the melloproximi, although
not reckoned ag part of the twenty-six, shall {also hereafter) have th
right to choose a substitute; 6. and they, the laterculensis and

melloproximi, shall mve the right to 8el] thd r respective positions
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for as much as they can get, since !t is unjust, while we have ghiwen
them no thing extra, to take anything fror them. Tor they had the
right to transfer their positions tc others bhefore the ensetment of
this 3aw. So they #hgll have the right 6f sale for s8 ruch as

trhey ocan get, but the others to whom we have granted such right of
gale must not make auch sale for an amount in excess of 100 s01idi
($300). 7. But whether the registrars (lateroulensss) or melloproximi
or others to whom this is permitted pursuant to this law, framsfer
their position to someone else, the subatitute must be chosen by the
quaestor, 20 thet the exerseiae of such right may not result in eausing
the gdrinistration of the offioiating, Zloriocus quasestor %o fall inte
incompetent hands, 4ind if the men, already enumeratod, receive re-
muneraticn worthy of their induatry, no confueion as to the number

of ageistants will result. 8. But becsuse we want sny postions thad
becore vascant in any mamer tuv be filled, before others, by those who
have been engagsd by Your Sublimity in drafting laws, that is to say
by Theodosius, Bpicletus, Quirillus, Sabbstius snd Perigenis, whom

we grant them the preference right to take the pimce, upon payment .
of ons hundred sclidl, of those assistants whe vcluntarily relinquish
their position, so thrat ssch of these five may fill the podtion of
aggistant In his resgpeoctive bureau. 9. 4ind 1t rmuat also be observed
that slthouzh one of the twonty-8ix essistants is tsken from the light
of day, he may transmit the bteneflt of thig kind to his heirs, or to
hie orildrsn though not helrs, 8¢ that an asslistant will be substitute
for him upon payment of 100 a0lidi, the sppointment of sush shbstitute
to be made by the sublime juaestor as mentioned gbove., 10. The specia
preference given to the five abo ve-mentioned men ia subject tc the con-
dition that the assistant passein~ out of office has no son corpetent
to £i11 the office of assistant end considered competent by the of-

ficiating glorious quaestor according t¢ what has been said. PFor it

would be harsh and oruel to reject such a son and give the position to
a stranger, All obher provisions, 1f any, contained in the above men-
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would be hareh and oruel to reject such a son and give the position to

a stranger. 41l ¢bher provisicns, 1f any, contained in the above men-
tioned oonstitutions shall remain in forece. 1l. Your Sublimity will

hasten to make these provisions kinown tc the respectiye bur orn
ed, 80 that they may & poc il how nash SRES

now the disposeiti '
have benefitted by your suggestloz?s. &n&x e I.and ’ 535.



