&Bovel 37 (Authenticum 39).

Conoerning the Afriean Chursh,
(De Afrieana ecclasia).

The same emperor (Justinian)} to Salomon,

praetorian prefect o Africa.

Ye hasten nisht and day te aid the venerable church of
oux Carthago Justiniana and all the other holy churches of the
African diocese by imperial favors, so that, after they were torm
from the tyrants and made a part of our state, they, too, may en-
Joy pur ycunty. Since, therefore, Reparatus, holy bishop of our
Car%haédsJustiniana, wao is known to preside at the venerable
council oy the holy churches 5f all .Lfrica, together with the
reverend vishops c¢f the same province, have begsed our ua jesty,
by a letter sent tarough Theods rus, reverend deacon and deputy
(resnrsnsalis or apoorisiarius) of the same venerable church of
the city of Carthago Justiniana, that they might firmly in accord-
ance with the tenor of the law already promulgaied in connection
therewith, hold tie possessions of the chwrches of all afries,
which were talten from them in the time of the tyrants, and whiech,
after the victories granted us by thehelp of God, over the Vandals,
werc returced to them by a plous order of our majesty, sublect
to the payment of the taxes fixed in each place, we deem it
proper, willingly and gladly to grant their request.

%e therefore direct that Our 3Sublinity nake projer
orders, that the venerabvle church of Carthago Justiniana and those
of all $he oities of the dloocese of Africa, shall, subject to the
aforesald tribute, firmly and unshakeably hold the aforeszid
possession, which snall in no mamner be taen from them, IIf,

morsover, it shall be shown that other posuessions, whether
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houses or church-ornaments, arc withheld bty any one, wheiier
Arians, pagans or other persons, these, too, shall be taken
without delay and given LHc the holy churches of the orthodox
faith, and those who unjustly withhold them shall not be able

to set up as a defanse the presgrijytive period of any leangth

of tiae, dbut, setting every device (%o prevent it) auide, they
shall he osompelisd to nawe Pessitutlion theresf, fLor we wo unold
pernit holy vessels oxr oruwaents of holy caurchaes or other
possessions to ve withhelid by pasans 21 otlier persons, The law
previcusly enacted by us makes sufficievsnt =zZndé alLundant provision
on this subject. Ve dirsct that the venerabie chuxrcies of isirica
8hall alsoc enjoy tie privilege mentioned in another of our gonsti-
tutions, which we enncted in favor of ghurch-property and posses=
sions, and accordins to 1ts tenor we gZive them aui.iority to re-
gover their own property and josseszlions neld by any perwon in
the province, 8o that they may reclalm from perscns uniawfully
detaining 1t, whatever of thelr property was or shall be taken
from then,

Your Sublinmity wist take care that no arians, Domatists
or Jews or others who are known not to adhere to the ortiodox
relision, share in any agmer in ecclesiastical rites, but tiud
impious persons are sntirely excluded from sacred things'and temples
and no permigsion whotever siail be ranted thes Lo ordain bisucops
or clergymen, or ic¢ haptize any persons, makin (:em adherents of
their error, because such sects uave been conde:med not only vy
our, but also by former laws and wre Zollowed oaly by impious
and polluted men., According to our laws winich we eunacted, all

hexretios are forbidden to perform any public ascts, and they shall
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not be permitted to occupy any public office, or through any
unlawful solicitation hold any administrative post, lest heretics
may seem to govern the orthodox, since it is enough to let then
live, without them claiming any authority, and in that way in-
flict detriment upon the orthodox and the true worshippers of

the ommipotent God.(a) We do not in any manner permit persons
rebaptized to hold any position in the imperial service, but we
do not relect their penitence, if they want to Jjoin the orthodox
faith with a pure mind, but ;ive them permission to do so, since
nothing is so acceptable also to God as thne penlitensce of sinners,

We fwrther deny Jews the right to have any Christian
slaves, as 1s also forbidden in former laws, and which we are
anxious to0 uphold unimpaired, so that they shall not slaves
of the orthodox religion, and 1f they perchance, receive ocatechumens,
they shall not dare to ocirocumcise them.(O)

Tor do we permit their symagozues to stand, dut we want
them to be changed to the form of ohurches. Nor do we permit
Jews, pagans, Donatists, Arians, or any other heretlcs to even
have grottos, or to perform any sort of ecclesiastical rite,
gsince it is not in conformity.with reason that impilous persons
should be permitted to perform sacred rites.

We, moreover, give to the holy churci of our Carthego
Justiniana all privileges which metropolitan cicies and their
bishops are nown to have, and which are stated in the first
book of our Code and are known to bestow upon churches the honor
due them, so that the city, which we deemed propeyto be honored
by our cognomen, may be ornamented by, and increase through,

imperial privileges. Refugees, too, who fly to venerable churches
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and their boundaries, looking to it for safety, shall not be
permitted to be drazged therefrom by sacreligious hands, but they
shal 1 enjoy the reverence due to venerablse places, unless they
are murderers, ravishers of virgins or violaters of the vhristian
faith. ¥or who would not acknowledge that persons who ocomnmit
such orimes are not worthy of any privileges, in as rmch as the
holy church camnot at the same time aid impious men and also
extend their help to the persons injured.(O)

If, further, anythin; has been or shall be offered
by any person, for the safety of his soul, to the holy church
of the oft mentioned Carthazo Justiniaﬁﬁ, or 1o any of the other
chuarcghes 0of the African diocese, whether consisting of land or
other property, that alsc shall firmly remain the property of
the venerable churches, and shall not be talen away by impious
hands, since men who do such praiseworthy aots, pleasing to Gal
and mexe such pilous offerings, are at the same time praised by
us and will be rewsrded by God's clemency.

These provisions, thexcfore, granted in honor of the
holy churches of the whole African diocese, throughthe present
plous and ever-enduring law, which we thought should be dedicated
to the omnipotent God, must when you know of it, be firmly main-
tained by Your Sublimity, and must be made known to all in the
usual mamer, by edicis posted up sverywhere, so that our orders,
made in the greatest piety, must in eveiy respect be observed
unchanged. Violators thereof will under:o a penalty ci ten
pounds of zold ($10800), and the ~sreatest displeasure of our
ma Jesty will be visited upon those who attempt in any mmmner
or at any time to violate our disposition or permit it to be
violated.

Given August 1, 535 A.D.

ﬂoteo-

( er also o. g, 1,5,1% and ¢ 1,9, 18.(b) see also 6.c.1,10,1.
?c? see 0. 1, 12.
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This novel deals with the African churches, that is to
say, that part of Afriea, which, a century previously, had been
taken by the Vandals -- here called tyrants, and waich was re-
conguered under Justinian. A 3ood many of the Vandals, like
other Teutonic nations were Arians. 5o, too, in the beginning
of tae 1llth ocentury a so=called party of Donatists avrose in this
portion of the sountry. Thelr name was derived from Donatus,
This sect came to be regarded as heretiocal, They demanded ab-
solute purity of the chursch, though they admitted that repetence
was a means to regain church fellowship., They held that those
not holding the same views as theirs cgould not, with any affect,
administer the sacraments, and they rebaptized those who had
Catholic baptism. They also maintained that the kingdom of God
had nothing in common with the world, and that the state should
not interfere in religious matters. is to decrees against re-

baptism, see U, 1, 6.



