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Inperial constitution of the empersr Justinian
against Anthimus, Severus, Peter and Zoara.

In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, our God, emperor Cassar,
Flavius, Justinian, Alemanious, Gotaleus, Franglsous, Germaniocus,
Antleus, Alanicus, Vandalicus, Africenus,’ pious, fortunabe
glorious, victoriouvs, trimpmphant ever-iuzustus to Hena, pm%riarahf

Preface
We came Yo enact the present law on a matter not

stranger to the emperocrs For whenever they judgment of biasheps
hae deposed persons unworihy of the priesthood, from their holy
Secs, as in the ease of Nestorivs, Dutyehes, Arius, Mncedoniusg,
Bunomiue, snd othews, not behind them in iniquity, the emperox
has united with the bishops in their decision and order, #0 that
the concurrence of the divine and the human may, by Just decistionm,

_greate h&ﬁmﬂﬁx, We kuow this Yo have %@a&aﬁiﬁ taken place in the
cese ol anthimus, who was deposed from his see in this imperial
oily, by agapitus, of noly mnd glorilous nmemory, pontiff of the
holy church of ancient Rome, because he thrust himgell upon the
Bée in an uubeconing mamper, and eontrary to tie sacred canons,
He was condemnsd and deposed by the declsion of this man, of holy
memoxy, and alse by that of the holy synod, held in this eity,
becmuse he depurted from the right dogmas, which he at firet
ﬁftén%&ﬁ%% seomed Yo cherish, but Linally abandoned by various

subterfuges, simulating to follow the four holy synods, mamely,

L g

thet of the 318 of Nicea, that of the 150 in this Tortunate aity,
that of the 200 asvembled the first time at Ephesus, and that of
the 630 vencrable fathers in thaleedon =~ but not in faet follow-
ing these dogumas, He also refused o accept our gloemeney and Kinde

ness, which we fret ifor hinm, to save him, but he would not renounce

the authors of lmpious dogmas, who wers expelled from the holy



.
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‘gynods, but thought thet he sherld treat the condemned and thsﬁa
gondemned them alike, Once given over to bellefs foreign to the

holy church, and allenated from »ight dogmes, he was unable to

refurn to the right omes, though invited and directed thereto

by us, who used every effort for his aaﬁeﬁy«

8+« 1, On mccount, therefore, of all these things, we make the
sentence of deposition passeld upon him by the holy synod, tecause
he unlawfuliy and confrary to the holy canons, seized the holy
ses of this imperial c¢ity and because of turning away from the
right and the true dogmas, our own, snd enact the ?reﬁﬁn% law
against him. We forbid him %o live in this fortunate ceity or

in its neighborhood, or in any other imyarhan%'aitg, ordaining
that he shall live in seclusion, be only with those whom he
worthily Joined himself, communieate with no others, nor teach
them the forbidden dogmas, 8o as to be destroyed. 1. MNor do

we leave without Imperial confimation the ﬁaéigiam Justly rendered
agalnst Severus, rendered by all, as we may say, §ﬁn$i££s and
patrisrehs, eoncurred in by the monks, and anathematizing him.
He, first receiving the see of the holy chureh of Theopolis
(antioch) contrary to the holy sanons, iﬁié;ﬁ.& such disturbance and
eontinued touble, as to cause & common and abominable strife in
the holy churches. Those who hal& the sceptre before us, wrote
it he held various false opinions, at variance with rectitude
taat he was gullty of blasphemy, disturbed avaryﬁhinga.anﬁ was
holding o all the abominable errors of the doguas of heretics
and wioked men, namely, of Hestorius aﬂa'ﬁuﬁyﬂhﬁﬁ,‘&nﬁ that while

thelr teachings sesmed, in a measuwre,to bve ﬁ@ﬁ$rary'tﬂ‘aaa& other,
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those of both, however, leading to the same implious end, he com~

bined their Mmown teaohings into ons, For while the two do guas
are repugnant to sach other, doth, howsver, alike leading to the
destruction of the soul, namely, those of Nestorius and Eutyches,
a8 we bhave astated, and whioh arise out of the oontagion (heresy)
of Ariau and Apollinarius, he himself was paradoxical, fell
alike into both srrors, and rejesting something here and something
there, has seemed to make of himself and his 1ecaohings a common
regeptacle of such great orimss. &, iet hlm, too, therefore,

be under the foregoing anathema, justly pronounced against him
by the whole patriarchal, pontifioal and monastie assemdbly of our
realm, as we may say, @jecting him from the church at The opolis
{Antioch), the patriarch thers having removed him from it, be=-
gause he had not rightly obtained the govermment thereof, in as
mich a8 his prudecessor was 8till living and preaching in the
holy ohurohes, and was expelled by his successor (Severus), nor
414 he let it gzo at that, bui, anathematized by the orthodox and
catholic ahurch, he flooded our realm with many books of blage
phemies and abominations, We ascordingly fordbid ell to posssss
any of his books, and Just as it is unlawful to write or poasess
any book of Nestorius «- {%{ appearing beut to our predecessors

to make like determinations as to the teachings and writings of
Porphyrius against the ohristians ~- 80 no teachings and writings
of Severus shall remain in the hands of any christian, but they
shall be oconsidered profana, at variance with the eatholic churoh,
ard 8hall, by the possessions, be burned, unless tnsée who have
them want to inour dangsr, They shall, accordingly, be written
by no ona, either by those who write beautifully or by those who
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write swiftly, knowing that the penalty of the amputation of the
(writing) hand will be visited upon those who write his writingsg
for we do not hereafter want these blasphemies to be spresd, 3.We
likewise forbid him {(Severus) t¢ enter this imperial ocity or its
neighborhood, or any other oity of importancs, but he shall kesp
himself in solitude and sflence, and not corrupt others or cone
vert them to his biasphemy, and not continusl ly invent something
new agrinst the trus dogmas, by whioh he may again disturd our
holy c¢hurghes,

Hote,

#8 to Arian, see note ¢, 1, 1, 2; a8 to apollinarius, note C, 1,
l, B3 as to NHestorius, and Porphyrius, note C. 1, 1, &; as to
Eutyohes and the Monophyeites, notes C, 1,1,4 aqg Ua 1, 1, G An
%o the four holy synods here mentioned, see note U, i, 1, 4

Anthimus, who was here depossd by Justinian, was &
Honophyuite, and had been raised to the episcopal chailr at the
capital through the influenee of Theodora, wife of Justinian, and
who lsansd toward the doetrine of the Monophysites. agapetus,
however, Homan pontiff, depnsed Anthimus, and caused him alzo to
be deposed by a council, hald in Constaniinople and p ooured
Hena, a frisnd of his, to be »ut in his place. Justinian confirmed
this deposition. It may, however, be sald here, $hat the emperor
vacillated in his policy toward the lMonophymites,but this wagile
lation may be explained by the faat that they wers very strong
in the East, and espeoially in Egypt. Fumercus endeavors were
made by Justinian to bringz the different factions, together, and
and this despite the faoct that he was by nat .re vary religlous

and anxiocus to be orthodox,
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Ge 2 The emperor likewise e Jecte Peter, bishops of Apamea,
deposed and anathematized at the same time by those who pronounced
ﬁho‘unathema upon Severus, but the pronouncement made shall be
valid against him, he must remain subjeot to the common anathems,
and the defision of the holy pontiffs which skpped in against

him, shall remain in force. 4nd we do not permit him to live

in this lmperial olty or its meighborhood, or in any important ol ty,
but let him live in the marmer of those whose error hc embraged,
going away and hiding as far as possible, For it is better that
sueh persons be in hinding than to be seen. ILiving unknown, thay
injure only themselves; making their dogmas kmown, they lead many
of the simple folk to pexdition, whieh is in no mamner Jjust in a
ghristian oommnity and amid an ofthodox people and is not pere
mitted by the emperor,

8s Ba Sines, moreover, the reverend, and Justly ad judicating
blahops also deemed Zoara worthy of being anathematisged, whioh is
but a small reiribution fox such svlils by whioh he was dishonored,
selzing upon everything with a good memory, let Zoara also becone

& part of this worihless company of Anthemus, Severus and Peter, and
iet him also be among the anathematized, by reason of the holy Juldg-
ment passed upon him, which, alrsady in foroe by virtue of ita

own vigor, ths saperor maies his own and confirms Lt, bdanishing

nim from tiis imperial eity, and 1%s neighborhood, and entirely
forbldding him habltation in other citles. Henoe he shall live

and advise only with those who pre#ionsly were mentioned by us,

who are guilty of the same blasphemy, suffer in the same way, and
alike are sent into exlle, If there is anything else in the
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decision of the holy bisnops which deposes and anathematize the
foregoing men, it shall be valid and we confirm it by our imperial
law, as though proceediny from the emperor himself, If, mareover,
one of them is hereafter found to do anythin; against what has
been decided, he may know to have acted contrary to imperial laws,
which visit those with severer penalties who didregard the minor
ones. We, moreover, forbid all those who attempt to do so to
divide the catholic church of God, either by the dootrine of the
heretical Nestorius or by the sinless teaching of Eutyches, ox

by the blasphemy of Beverus, who believes in nmatters similar
thereto, and forbid those wio follow them, to create any dedition
in the holy churches, or to say anythaing about faith; bhut we
ordain that everyone of such persons shall kxeep silent, not
assemble any people, or receive those who approach them; and
they shall not dare to baptize uncanically, or defile the holy
communion or administer it t» any persons, or to expound the for-
bidden dostrines, whether in this imperial or in another; 1if they
do anything of the kind, they will bring every peril upon them-
selves, 2. We also forbid everyone to receive them. ile there-
*fpre ordain that they shall be expelled frcm the cities which
'fhey disturbed, knowin.; of tiie penalties contained in our imperial
egonstitutions, which even ad judge houses, in which ~nything con-
trary to the law is done, and the fields from which nourisbment

is furnished the transgressors, to the holy churches, and deprive
the possessors thereof, because that (the violation of the law)
takes place to the detriment of simple folk, who thinkx it to be
done according to the holy and orthodox churches. 3., iie determine

. these matters for the place of the holy churches, followins the
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dogmas of the holy fathers, so that every bishopric nar hersafter
renain urdisturbed, in which event our realm will abound in other
bleasings, having, from above, a peace whion the Great God and our
3aviour Jesus Christ, one of the trinity, tihe only begotten son
of Jou,  re.ghes und jives to ¢ 08¢ who may be considered worthy

of glorily and adore Him upri mitly and tiuly.

Your Beatitude must maintain these provisions, risatly
made, sendin: {1 en,throuh your letter, pleasing to God, to all
tlhie holy metropolitan bishops under you, whose duty it wllil be to
make these provisions known to all tae holy ochurches under thenm,
8o that no cne will be unaware, of what seemed best to the

bishop and which naz been confirmed by the emperor,

Inperiunl subsceription: May the DJivinity preserve yw

tiroush meny rears, holy anug picas fatvher,

Siven at Constantinople sAwmst 14, 536 A.De.



