Hovel 43,

Congcerning shops in Constantinople; +that only
1100 shops shall be exempted for the chureh, but
that all the remaining, to whomever they may belong
are subject to liturgies accor ding to custon,

(Do officinis Constantinopolis, ut solae mille
centum officinae magnae ecclesiae excusentur,
religuae vero omnes cujuscunque sint dominii
ministeria secundum consuetudinem obeant.)

Headnote,

This Lovel and Lovel 59 which follows it provide that
1100 shops shall Le devoted to the performance of liturgies, either
by work or by money, in connection with the interment of the dead,
relievin: these shops from other burdens, These Lovels show that
the shops in CTonstantinonle were organized into guilds, most of
tisse s8iops being small, and all were csompelled to perform litur=-
gles of various kind, Constantinople and Home did not have the
curials mentioned in (., 10, 32, wio performed most of taes litursies
in other cities, as sinown in neadnote to that title, The city
Government in tne capitals was larzely In tihe hands of tue city
prefect, who, also, had control of the various guilds. It is not
negessary nere to menticn the various funcitions which guilde were
required to perform, or toward the performance of which thcy were
bound to a niribute. OSufficlent nas been sald on that subjeot at
headnote C. 10, 32.

It is perfectly ciear from these novels also that although
the so~-called lustrua tax, mentioned at C. 11, 1, 1 was repealed
by Anastasius, tiat merchants were not ezempt from contributions
to the State. For asgessnent of the property of merchants and
others in clties during a periosd preceding that here congidered,

8ee karquardt, 1. Staats vw. 2, 228 231.



Hovel 43.

In the name of OQur Lord Jesus Christ, the emperor
Caesar, Tlavius, Justiniams, Alemannicus, Zothious, Francicus,
Germanioua, Antiocus, Vandalieus, Africus, plous, fortunate,
renowned victor and triumpher, ever Augustus to Longinus, oity

prefect.

Yreface,

Since our subjects are the objecis of the care of Our
Power both while living as well as when dead, therefore, lest
sepultures be acostly to them and burdensome to those wio belong
to d ecedents, we have made proper provisions in regard to matters
pertaining to sepultures. and since Constantins, of Sacred Memory,
founder of thic oity, as well as Anastasius, of Blessed lemory,
have fixed the number of wnat are ocalled lecticarii or decani
(burial-men) within a definite 1limit, so tiat there should be
only 1100 decani or that same number of shops, without these
being permitted to be increased at any time, and since tis number
of lectiocarii, taken from each guild, is appended to tie congti-
tution of Anastasius, of sacred memory, we, too, want these
nmatters to remain in force, But men from tre jullds of tuls,
our fortunate and imperial aity, in whom we are above all inter-
ested, have come before us and have informed Our Potency of the
existence of a great and unbearable confusiong that the Ioly
Great Ghurch is receiving the income from 1100 shops, free from
all (pther) tribute, which they do not begrudge it, since that
pertains to the common welfare of ail; bdut that they are unable
to bear tne other burdens; tmat, tnough there ais many shops
in this fortunate city, of different trade or business, not only
are the 1100 shops exempt from tne aforesaid liturgles, but also
many holy chmrohes, hospitals, monasteries and other holy places,
some of which formerly belonged to heretics, but walch were



_prefaén cont'd,

thereafter transferred to the orthodox church, and that in
addition many imperial places and places of nagistrates and
senators and illustrious persons and of chamberlains are exempt
from tribute, and while the owners thereof &raw the revenue
therefrom, they inflict detriment on the republic, since the

mat ter has become distressful (for others) on account of the
many exemptions; that there are but few who perform or are
burdened by litursies, and that the former tridbuites have been
inoreased three, four, nay even ten times, although anastasius
of Saored Memory, in his sanction, cave none inrmntly except

the 1100 shops exemptled to the holy CGreat church for the purpose
of burying persons deoceased, We therefore thought 1t best to
have ounr magistrates and the bvlessed archbisnop of thls fortunate
city meet, examine the matter and report to o3, and to issue the

instant law, directed to Your Zublimity, by whien we confirm the

provisions wilch seemed good %o Anastasius, ol blessed memory,
in this matter.

6., 1. And we ordain that the holy Great Church shall
retain (the litursies from) the 1100 shops, free from all (otuer
buarden) for the benefit of the decani or lecticariil aud expences
of burials, and that no decanns ecan be czlled on by neretics or
by any holy emreh (other than the Jrest Church)., T.ue provisions
recently made oy us shail remain in eziect, amery, tn.t 800 shops
whall furnish bodily labor, and tihat the otier 300 pay money. How
the income ther from shall be expended, hus ulready »een provided
by our law, and fhe order: of Anastasius, of blessed memory, have
stated that losses shall be compersated and the manner in which
that shall be done, We ordain that these, therefore, shall re-

main immune from every (Other) burden, so that neigher the shops
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themselves nor t.e superintendents of the gullds shall suffer
any detriment or pay any tribute by reason thereof. 1. All
other shops in ths fourteen re.-ioms of tinis fortunate city,
whether belonging to the holy ohurch, hospitals, monasteries,
orphana;res, foundling institutions, poor houses or to any one
glse === whether tihey are imperiel places or places of the
greater, median or lesser zaglstrates, or of glorious senators
or of the magnificent or tie worshipful enamberiains or of
persons in ithe amilitary service =-- ghall pay tne public tribute
due from them, and s:alil do and render wnatever is proper for
each one to do and render for his pulld, and pay everytiaing due
to the publice treasury, taroush the president dhereof, so that
no ocne ean rely upsn any »rivilege or exemption, e do not
permit the burden of one to be transferred to another, or have
a law 8o omuel that tribute is daily increased, and require
payment, a3 we are informed of fur, five and ten times (of
what was pald previously, since Our éotancy is anxious that
no one be bhburdened by any new tribute; and under 'new'! must
be counted not only what is now imposed for the first tine,
but also whatever increases the former amount. Everything
shall be on the same footing, and this pracmatic sanotion, 'whioch
may also be ¢alled a law, shall apply to all, = that allfmay be
protected, lo one will be displeased in this matter, since ﬁp
excep tions are made except as to the 1100 shops on aooonnt\o\‘t~
the burial of persons deceased, a malter wnich above all is?x\
cbmmon to, and affeots, all men, 5'
e But 1f any one attempts to rely on any exenptlion gnd\
to relievé himself from contributlion, or srevent colleation!being
made from his tenants, or extend unlawful military, civil qdciesi-
\

agtical or any other patronage, ne will be deprived of his’sﬁpp,
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which will become public pdoperty to be assizned to tre suild

(to wiich 41t belon:;s), They will thus be careful nct to under-
take anything unlawful, and the tribute oif eacn, since it is
distributed amons ail, will be small, and will be moderate,

1i:ht, bearable and the more easily brought in, in proportion

as the number from woom it is collected is lar.;e, Yor wuat

could be harsher than to impose burdensone tricute oue men wio
support their wives and cilldren and obtain all necessary aeans

of livings by the labor of their hands, and to imve them sufler
hardmhip in proportion of the number of those who are exempted,
and wialch wold oreate a burden whiah would nave no end?

3. We enact this pragmatic sanction in order to prevent
that, and threaten all our subjeots with tne penalty of confis-
cation, if they prevent those who are at the nead of any guild
from collssting the ocustomary tribute, formerly fixed, or attempt
to convert the tribute into rent for the buildings. iet each enjoy
the receipt of his rent, but he rmst le€ each shop iurnisa the
customary and lawful liturzy. For as each one iooks out ior his
own interests, so it is necessary for us to look out for tie
interest and advantage of this great imperial city. And it will
not be possible to obtain what is necessary for the coammon benefit,
unless those who have hitherto been compelled to beaxr such (zreat)

burden, are relieved.

!niloﬁue.

Your Zninence, therefors, and those wao, after you, will
hold your office, and your official staff, will for all time firmly
uphold $:ds our will, deodared dy this imperial pragmatia sanction,
Jiven May 17, (536).



