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That Jews and Sameritans or heretics shall not be liberated
from their ocurial condition on account of their religion,
but they they shall indeed be subjeot to curisl dutiss with-
out onjoying the privileges of curials; that they mey, how-
ever, give testimony against the orthodox who are mbject

to the curial oondition, eince they may aleo give testimony
in favor of an orthodox state.

(Re Judsel et Samaritae vel haereticli nomine religionis eorum
a ouriali eondieione lidberentur, sed ut muneridbus gquidem
curialibus obnoxii sint, privilegiis vero eorum non fruantur.
Jidem autem ut possint contra orthodoxos curfall condicioni
obnoxios testimonium dicere, quippe qul etiam pro orthodoxs
republica recte testimonium dieant.)

The same Augnstus (Justinian) to Johannes, Praetor ian

Prefect the second tims, Exemnsul and Patriecian.
Preface.

Your Sublimity recently reported to us that there are
among the eurials, Jews or Samaritans or Montanists or other de-
testable men whom our right and pure faith has not even now en-
lightened, but who sit in darkness and into whose souls the true
mystery does not enter, and that because we hate hereties, they con-
gider themselves on that account exempt from curisl duties, and
that 1t i8 necessary to mske an ad judication concerning them. But
we have wondered, how your wisdom and scumen has tolerated sny such
gstatements of theirs and has not immediately torn men talking in
that way to pleces. For if there are men who deem themselves worthy
of sush reward which we have reserved for the highest dignities
alone, who would not despise their stupidity and ignorance? Hence,
they all shall be curials, though they may lament vehemently, and
mbject to ouriasl duties, as well as subject to duties as official
apparitors, as formerly provided by law, and no religion shall ex-
empt them from this condition - for no anoient or recent law so
states - but they shall be deemed unworthy of any ocuriasl honor.

And since the laws have conferred many privileges on curials, such
88 that they may not be beaten and may not be exhibited in or taken

to another provinece and a thousand others, none of these privileges
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shall be enjoyed by them; Wt if any provision is made concerning
curials which does not oconfer a privilege on them, that shall slse
apply to them (the Jews, Samaritane and hereties), and they must
perform all duties, corporal and pecuniary, nor shall any law re-
lieve them therefrom. On the other hand, they sahall enjoy no honor,
but their condition shall be one of imfamy, in which they also want
_$heir souls to be. You will treat them in this matter in the marmer
stated,

c. 1. You have also reported another matter to us which you con-
gider not unworthy of our investigation. For since we forbade here-
tics to give testimony in lawsuits between the orthodox (C. 1,5,21) -
wo permitted them that if they should quarrel and litigate among
themselvee and both parties, the plaintiff and the defendant, should
be heretices, they should be agble to give testimony, since the litigante
and the Wi tnesses are (then) equally worthy; again, if it is g here-
tio and an orthodéx (who 1litigate), they may give testimony against
the hereties for the orthodox, but not also against the orthodox; if
the orthodox litigate among themselves, they can in no event be ad-
mitted to give testimony - and you have shown us that some orthodox
deny that they are of curial condition amd that it ies necessary that
there should be witnesses who are allied to them by blocd or in some
other manner know their condition; and that sinece the law forbids
the testimony of heretics against orthodox, the judges hesit ate to
admit it., However, %those who refuse to admit such testimony are in
unnecessary fear. For in the first place, it is given in favor of
the orthodox, and the laws do not forbid heretics to do this; and in
the next place, if anyone brings others who are ocurials and who deny
tha r curlisl comition, back into the curia and calls heretics to
witness, does he not do this for the state® 4And as the state which

is the litigant is orthodox, especially singce God has granted us the
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reign over it, therefore those who give testimony on that secount,
glve testimony in favor of the orthodox. Por our state is as it

gshould be, full of orthodox faith, hating all heresy.

Bpilogue. Your 3Jublimity, therefore, who knows our mind maed also
uphold this, further the interests of our state, and bear in mind
that we have labored to do and order that which is for the benefit
of our state.

Given August 18, b37.



