Jovel 57,

4

Concernins clergymon who desert tuelx chureh,
and conecerning thoze who bulld sacred edifices,

{(De clericis qui ab ecclesia sua destiterunt,
Et de his qui sacras aedes asdificans.)

The same Augustus (Justinian) to Mena, holy

archbishop of this imperial city and universul

patriarche.
Frefnce.,

Hany clergymen who are enjased In sacred buildings,
or evenr perhaps ori~inally apnointed {(thereto) br some persons,
and who enjory the usual susoort (annona), thereafter lLeave the
holy mrsteries, for reasons which they {only) know, or on some
nretext separate themzelves fron the holy church in which they

are appointed.

G. 1. We thereiore ordzin th:t this shall not a lhindrance

% the holy ministry, but others shall be appointed by the God-
beloved bisipps, under whioh tue former holc, and receive thls
support. For we pcrult no one to maie a gain out of what 1is
pald out %o the holy simrches by or throuzh him, Br it is wrong
to make any sain throush deirauding others, but what was origin-
ally furnished (for the support of the clergymen) shall be
civen at all times, in order that the holy ministry msy not be
prejudiced thereby. And after others have been substituted by
the holy patriarch or the provincial bishops for the foimer
clergymen, no permission shall be siven to ﬁhose who left, to
refurn and expcl the persons substituted, or compel tilose who
have been substituted and to those who want to return; but

thase wno have returned shall not reccive anything, but the
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gsupport ahall be furnished these who were substituted after
the departure of the former ones, ror sihall sny caln acorue
therefrom tc those who furnisha it; but i they atiempt to
make 3uch gain, they and tikir helrs anl successors must at
all event furnish t.e¢ supvort aund expenses (inasident to
collections) to tlose wio were substituted, knowing that if
they also afterwards couamit any Iraud, a part ol the ir prop-
erty will be assigned to cuxr crown domain, co taal the pay-

(a)
ment may be nmade by it.

(a) See alsoc Novel 67 co. 2 and & appenced to 0. 1, 2 and 3.
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We also prescribe, in honor and reverence of your
see, that if any one shall build a church, or makes provisions
for the support of those ministering therein, and wants to
appoint some clergymen therein, he shall not have power to
bring whom he wants to Your Piety, to be appointed without
investigation or examination; but those that are brought shall
be examined by Your Holiness, and (only) those shall be appointed
by your decision or that of your successor to the see, who sSeen
to you or your successor to be suitable and worthy of the ministry
of God, so that sacred things may not be profaned -- as is for-
bidden by the holy scriptures -- but that they may remain inviolate ,
ineffable, inspiring holy fear, and may be administered piously

(a)
and reverently.

{a) See also C, 1, 2, 15; HNovel 67 cc. 1 and 2 appended—tv -

2k,

Gumcdegamzq, and lovel 131 ¢, 10 appiiaded—hertieTy,

Epilogue. We ordain that Your Holiness must perpetually
maintain these our provisions, declared by tnis imperial law,
and you may know that we are no more sollicitous for life it~

self, than for the welfare of the holy churches.

Given Ceot. 18, 537, A.D., in the 11lth year of the reign of the

Braperor Justinian.



