Nowvel 62,

Concerning Senators.

{De senatoribus.)

Emperor Just inian to Johammes, again Prastorian Prefect.
Yrefacs.

In sncient times the authority and power of the Reman Senate
was sc sreat, that by its governmwent at howre and abroad the whole
earth was sudjeoted to tha Roman sway - extanding nct only to the
rising and the settinzg of the gun, but also to both sides of the
earth {(north and south). 3Bverythinz was done by common deliberstion
in the gsenate, But after the rights of the Roman pecple und of the
genate were, for the hanpliness of :he 3tate, transferred tc the
imperial ms jesty, it came toc pass that trose whom “ha emperors ch® e
and placed at the head of posgitions, did everything enjoined on
them by fxperial orders; that they were placed at the head of the
army and that everything obeyed their cormands, while ths remaining
senators rested. 4And after the administrators lagid down thair
posts entrusted to them, it dependsd upon the imperisl will whether
to release ther from laborious duty zand send ther bsck to reat in

peage, or employ them in other activities.

C. 1l At present, by roason ¢f the many and varicus matters in
war and peace, in which Our ia jJesty is known to be engaged, the
portion of the eenators not in active duty has becore very much
diminished, and they think that they are grsatly wronged aml neg-
lected., ¥We have, accordingly, thought it a »art of our duty to
enlarge thelr number and asaocelate with them men of nobility and

good reputation, sc that some menmbers of the asnate ray grow their
sagacity in administrative poaltions, while the others, not on sctive
duty, may display thelr talentas for ths benefit of the republie in

gome other manner. .ind since integrity in examining cases is of
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great teneflt to our republic, snd some cases apneal ed from

judges reach the imperial councll and are examined by the members
thereof (procarea)fa) we order that not only cur judges, but the
senators too shall be callad into consultaticn together with the
meobers of the council for the purpose of exemining lsweuits and
weigh the faots therein and a8 in o0sse when an assembly (silentium)
is called "cum comventu, all the members of the couneill (proceres)
a3 weil #9 senstors are assembled, B0 wlen an asserbly ie ecmlled

for vhe purpose of examining some lawsult, sgll shall asserble and
and participate though the word “‘comventus” i3 nctadded, and in the

preasance of the holy gospela decide what aprears best to them, re-
port thelr dscisgion to us and await our order; lawsults of that kind
ghall, acoordingly, be nsard act only by the zenators but by both
bodles of men; for the real iaw snd the iight of justice will be
more Lruky found by the ccnsultaticvn of mwany than of a few, 4ind
when the ramee of %'e elrcus sre given snd an assembly (conventus)
is snnovneed, then, tco, Ienstorzs rust asserble in the ususl manner
and verfom their duty. 'thesa then are the provisions of this part
of the law, which, by tnis conatitution, we direct to be aslways
obsarved hersafier,

(a) Here the term "proceres” is sprlied tc all the nenbers of
the irperinl ecouncil, while in other plaoces (including c¢. 2 hereof)
it seems to apply ouly to the illustrious palace offielala, 3ee

Bethmann-Hollweg, 3,96,97.

C. 2. In the second part of thias law, we have deemad it best
to fix the rank of the various dignitaries., 4And a8 hetwesen it he
high nobles (proceres) of our palace and the senators, the {city)
prefect oocuples a8 1t were g middle place, we crdain that the
prefect of the oity sahalil, as hags been the oustom heretofore, pre-
gide over ths aenate and have the first place; after him eome the

senators whc are patricians, snd if any of them have also been
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decorgted with the nonor of 4khe oonsulate, shsll have precedesnce
in the order in which they cbtsined 14, and provided further that
those whe aoctually funcetioned :=s such shall, in proper crder, have
precedence over th- honorary consuls. 1. But as among our ncbles,
it is customary for those who are patriciaus %o have pracedence

over cunsulars, the sare rule shall be observed in the zeanste,
2, The others, after the m triclans, namely t'e rn=zn of consular
dignity and prefectorian rank, among whom %e count the rzsters of
the soldiersf‘gnd ths other ren ¢f illustrioue dignity, smwmil as-
genble and be seated and zive their opinicns iIn the Great Senate.‘b)
according to the tire in which they received their dignity.
3, If an officisl lays down his office at cur roquest, his nosi-
tion shsll nct becore worse on that account, nor Bhall he be lowered
in rank, but he retains his order of precedence alsc in 9 semate,
whiech he had while offiocigting in ¢ ffice, and if we give hir a
higher rank, he will enjoy that slss in ths Great Senate, Tor we
camot peruit those whox we cull to positlions of honor to have

thelir feelings hurt, sc that it may nct appear that the rest whieh
we grant 83 a special reward for labor will result in dominution

of heonor., 4., So each one shall enjcy the undiminished honor which
we beatow upon him eithsr while he labora or rests, since men eannot
very well either labor or rest g1l the time, Wt change and variety
and occupation, at interVals..keepa the human nisxd keen. 5. Any
0f those who have received the illustrious cdignity may aspire to
bacome patrioiasns, although they have not rsceived the consular

or praefsctorian rank, which the congtitution of the &ivine zeno(c)
recuired to no purpcse. It ghall suffice, in crder to receive the
honor as a patricisn, to have obtained the illustrious dignity.
Although this recuirement hue been overlooked in acwe cgses, it shall
not prejudice those that were promoted (to becore patriaetsns).
6. If we confer any dignity upon any persecns in order %4c have them

imred iately become members of tre senate, they gshall be required
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$0 pay only a third of the nsual foes(paid %o officials), so that
they may enjoy thelr diemity witheout feeling (the promoticn to be)
8 treoat detriment; dbut in cusge of promotion of 311 othar perscns,
the whole c¢f the usual fees must be vnaid.

{(a) See C., Th. 6,6.

{(b) It is o6alled the Greost ésnate tc distinguish 14 frov %he
variocus municipal senatos,

(e) C. 12,3,3,

Spiliogue.

Your Sublimity and your successors in office and your officiasl
staff will hereafter uphold these provisions rnade by Our Zternity,
the penalty of 50 pounds of gold (%10,800), to be assessed againat
the persons who violate them or permit them to be violated,

Given Jamusry 1 (537).



