Novel 71.

Note: Inh line with the last constitution of the foregoing title

is Novel 71, which 1s ag followe:

Thet persons of illustricus rank shell conduct their causes
in eivil cases, and cases for intentional wrong brought
eriminally, by procurators, according to the privilege
granted them; that persons of honorable rank (olarissimi)
mey eonduct civil cages personally or by precurater.

Enmpe ror Justinian to Johammes, glorlous praetorian prefect of the
Orient, the second time, exconsul snd patrieian.

Preface. 3ome provisions were made in consideration of honor and
greater dignity, but have turned out not to confer honor but to re-~
sult in damage. So we have thought it best to correet this matter
by & short law. It is stated in mme constitutions that persons
of honorable rark shall not eonduct causes personally, buti shall
do so through a procurator, This was formerly provided for the
honor of dignitaries. 3But we find many persons in possession of
dignities (high positions of state), who are of honorable rank,
and are ocalled sounts, tribunes or by other similsr names; dut
thelr property 1s of rmocderate amount, not sufficient to permit them
to appoint a procurator and incur the expense in connection there-

with.

c. 1, We therefore ordain that such ancient provision shall
apply to persons of illustrious rank, and they shall conduoct their
cases by a precurator; they shall also do 80 in oriminal cases

for intentional wrong according to the privilege granted them(a),
g0 that they need not, on the one hand, sit with the magistrates
on the bench, and again stand up while they themselves are engaged
in litigatiodg for such s situation is delicate, either lowering
the dignity of tre dignitaries cr preventing the proper conduct
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of judiocial proceedings. But aside from persons of illustrious
rank, everyone shall have permission to conduct (civil) cases
by procurator or personally without hindrance, damage or penalty

by reason thersof.

ilogue. Your Sublimity will cause this our will, declared by
this imperial law, to be made known to all in {he usual mamner.
Given June 1, (538).
Hotes.
(a) 0. 9,356,111,
(b) C. 3,24,3., 7



