Novel 80.

Concerning the inquisitor.

(De quaesitore.)

BEmperor Augustus to John, Praetorian Frefeet tha second
time, exconsul and patrieclan.

Preface.

We are always,with the aid of God, anxious to proteset our
subjeots, delivered to cur care by His grace from harm, Thus we
also ensot laws to insure justice in every way vnossible, take pains
to diligently repair what 1s in a state of delapldation, and, fur-

ther, devize new magistrates who wmay diminish orime by punishing
wrongdoers, Such is the position of the praetor of the people,(a)
whom we have created in this groeat city, an aot which, throursh ex-
perience, has besn proved of great advantage tc all who live here.

A8 a result of this experience, we have deterrined to devise another
remady, worthy of the lew snd of the mgistraoy, in a situation which
needs it. For we have discoversd that cur provinges are deserted by
ren, and this gre;t olty 1s put inte difficulties by beinc filled
vith various people, especially serfs who have left their own d ties
snd have abandoned the cultivation of land,

(s) Xovel 13,

o, 1. This has actuated us to consider the vresent law and a
magistracy, now almost to be created anew. e hagve not hesitated

to provide for the latter an anmple salary‘(annona) and an offieial
staff and r=ze it responsible for neglizencea. %e give the name of
inquisitor (quaesitor) to this magistracy and to the oecupant thereof.
For those who in the beginning - we mean in ancient tires - devised
this position called the oecupant thereof by this name., This magis-
trate, mindful of God, of fesar of us, and of the law, rust keep him-

self informed about the people who live in this ecity, from what



(2) Novel 80, cont'd,

province they came, whethsr they sre men or women, whether clergy-
men, monks or nuna, whether advocatas fror other citiee or men of
some other ealling or wen of (posltions of) dignity, and careful
ingquiry mact be made who they are, where they came freom and for

what reascn they ocame, If these pzople ars serfs, he rua% find out
befora what Judges their litigaticn ia pending, mus% hurry up the
latter, quiokly releasse the former from their diffioulties on sccount
of which they e¢ame here, and when they hsve obtained whatever they
sra jJustly entitled to, send them dback from whence they cawe as soon

a8 possible,

o, 2, If serfs who are subjest to a master come tc this imperial
city in order to lay before the latter sorme poatition, he (the in-
quisitor) shall taks osre that the rastera rapidly finish the busi-
ness on sccount of which the serfs came here, and send %the lstter
bacik as scon as they have obtained their rights., If they have, per-
chance, come %o engage in some litigation with thoilr mesters, and
bring an gsotion agairst thew, then, if there are many of the serfs
(having their interests in occmmon), he ehill immediately send rost
0¢ thor back &nto the rrovineca, leaving two or three to carry on

the i1itigation as agents., He shall also urge the magistrate who
tries the cause, tc decide 1t as 3con as posridble, so that the 1liti-
gante may not be detained for long, ospecislly in the case of serfs
whose pregence in the city is superfluous and whose absence from the
tillage of the soil brings damage to themselves a8 well aan to the

maters,

0. B IP not rustios, but others, pesrbhance, core here 4o engage
in litigation with someons, he 8hall not perrit thor $o tarr: here,

but shall stremuously urgze the judgea %o end th: 1litlzaticn muiekly

and release the litizants, So that they may return to thelr cwm

provinoes and ocitlies. If he, the ingquisitor appointed by us, has
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urged the Jjudze trying the case or the msters of the serfs, to
release the litigants or those weiting here, tut they delay, anmd

do not guiockly release them frowm the litigation cr from walting,
then he, the inquisitor, who oocupies this magistrascy throuch us,
ghall oauce the lltiganta or the partles asiing something from

trelr masters without avail to be brought before them, examine therm,
quickly deocide the matters on account of which those from out of the
city tarry here, snd send them back tc their native cities or claces
from whence they care, and no one ghall have the right to reise any

objection to Jie jurisdioction or plead any privilege.

c. 4. If there are those who gome hera, nct for the purpose of
lightening thelir burden of 1ife or to engare ih litigation, but to
engage in begging, or, not being sgtisfied with that, tc comrit
orimes, he, the incuisitor, shail examine into their physicsl condi-
tion and if they are rodust snd adle to work, he shall, in cave they
aro slsves, leagrn whe their meeter is snd send them, though unwilling,
back to him; 1if they’are free and have core fror gome province or

eity, he rust send themr bacxk fror whence they csme,
Hote.

A8 tc beggzars, sc~ further next paragrarh amd C. 11,26,

C. S If they are born here £nd robtust in body out have no heonseat
way tc make @ livelihcod, he shall nct permit ther to idle away their
ti'e and be g burden cn the eormrunity, Wt he shail send therm %o the
tradesmen of public work, smnd to the.overseers cf bakeries, ani to
those who eultivate gardens, snd to these who engage in any other
trgde or work, where the former may toll, be =upported and change

an 1dle gourse of 1life for the bhetter, If they refuse to reruln at
werk, to whilch they have been sent, he shail expell ther fror this im-
petial eity. 7o mnke %these proviesions for thel r benefit, s=c trut

idleness may not lead them to unlawful amotions and that the laws may



(4) Novel 80, cont'd,

not deliver them over to cur maglistrates for punishmenmt. But men
and women in this city who are unable tc work and who are weak with
0ld age, shall bs let alone, %o be supported b those who wiah to
act charitably. But the inquisitor shall ask of sll other peraons
the purpose for which they ocame, and having found cut, do whatever
is proper tc be done, ao that they may net idly tarry here, but may,

after ocompletion of their business, bve returned to t-eir province,
Not e,

As to beggars, ses further C, 11,26.

Ce Go If peracns who live in this oity or those wro ocome here
complain that they have bson damaged by some persona, for instance
by demsand of fees, or the wreng in connecticn therewith, and that
the persons accused have violated the laws zoverning such feee, or
have surmoried them, the accusers, without Judieial setion, he, the
inquisitor, ru=st carefully examine the vorsons accussd, of whatever
rani they may be, to whatever imperial sariioe they may belons, and
under whatever magistrate they may be serving, and.take ther into
oustody. If the sccuesation is proven, he muet vieit ths legal pun-
iehment uwpon them, snd the magistrate under whor they sorve osnnct
interfere. He ruct ocsuse trose who suffered the darage to be in-
demnified, in that he muat osuse the money, exacted contrary to law,
0 be repaid to them, us well as ocolleot the fines fixed by our ocon-
etitutions, report them to us, so that they may be spent ss may be

determined by us,. Note.

The genersal rle was that subordinstes were subject to the
exclugive Juriesdiection of thelr suveriors in civil an® eririnal cases,
S2ee note C. 3,13,7. Thie rule had its exceptions, und one of the ex-

coptione iz stgted here,



ol 7. - Purther, if an aoccusation of forgery or eounterfeiting of
signature is involved in any matter, he shasll inquire into i%, arrest
the persons accused a8 gullty thereof and after writven accusation
(insoriptic) and proof, vialt punishment upon them; for we give hinm
power to also try such cases. If anyone wronged in the mammer sfore-
8ald reports to the magistrate created by the present law, tut re-
ceivas no attentivn, 8c that it is necessary to report the matter to
ug or the then reigning emperor, said magistrate must taxe notice
that ho mmst certainly indemnify the person whor he neglected out of
his own property for the amount which the accuser should have received
from the ggoused, and in addition thereto may gustly expect our dis-

pleasure, because he has dared to vioclate our orders,

c. 8, Above all, the person who becormes sugh ﬁagistrate must ever
be zeslous to xeep his hsands oclean in everything that he does, to
hgve no sordid or covetous officers and to perform his own functions
in an upright =and open manner, If he disscovers his officers in wrone-
doing, he mu=t punish ther and set for ther an exarple in eonstancy
and moderations And on that account we have fixed for hirm & salery
of ten pounds ($2160) to defray his expenses, for his counselor (sa-
se3sor) a salary of 100 solidl (3300), and for his officers for their
expensas a compensation of 330 solidl (%990). e have annexed a 1ist
of thig tc this law, S0 that they may be satiefled with these zifts
from the treasury, and abstain from taiking other property. In this
way they will be careful gervants of God and of us, enjoy the celest-
ial good will.and oure, and perforr their duty in a mere fitsing

manner snd more gccordinz tc law,

6. 9. We gzive our said magistrate authority to urge our judges
on, to mgke reports to us, and tc do upon hi= own initiative what-
ever 18 proper to be done, so that he may not give powerlessness or
anything el se as an eieuse for appearing more incompetent than he

ghould be in our Judgment. +¥e likewise, morecver, give him permission
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to write public letters to the presidents of the nrovinces to

send those dismissed by him from here, to0 their vrovinces, wherec
they may live in peece and to receive any sid whigh they may n-ed,
He nuat take special oare not tec be relested by ¢t hese persons a
geaond time; that ie to say, that the pecple who are here withcut
any rescon and are dismissed by him, do not irrediately return,
giving him trouble snew, If he again finds those whr were freed
(from their enzegememts) and sent away by hir inte a province, hid-
ing in this alty without casuse, he should chastise trem in a proper
manner, and again dismis: them, bWt with greater severity. In thie
manner our outside o ties will be inhabited and this great city will
be freed from troudle, If he d~ems8 it best to put persons from his
oTfiolal staff in stations across the sea, to examine persons who
come from other places, %c receive those who are dismisged from here
and send them into the provinces, he may A0 80, and look after the

interests of the atste in every way.

0. 104 We ordain all this to take proper care of our sub jects,

80 that they may not leave their native ocities, to live here in
misery, let alone tc die here, deprived of their property and unabdle
to be 1aid awsy in their paternal eepulohre, Indeed cur predecessoss
wh. emoted laws before us and set the state in order, gave careful
gttention tc thcee matters, rrovided for proceedings against 1dleness
and ocarefully looked into all things pertaining to strangers. Nor

is this anything new or an unusuaal zesl for the benefit of matiers,
but praiseworthy and anclent, dbut which was,in the meantire, neglected
through a sloth whioh affeats everything adversely, gradually came
into danger of being weakened and perish, until we, findingz 1% useful
and servigeable, introduced it anew in cur state. 4And as we want
t-is offiocer amd his o fficial staff to be uncorrupted by gifts, and

not take anything exeept what has been provided by us, so, toc, no
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burden shall be imposed upcn these officers, and they need not

now or hereafter give snything either on account of letters-patent
or by reason of salary or for any other purpoée; thet is tc say,
thay need not give an&thing new or hereafter tc the officiagls of
the imperial palace or those of Your Sublimity for any letters-
pétant or orders, nor anything to the superintendents (praspositi)
of the ftreasury cn aoccount of the paymemt of salary psid by them
to him, his pseeszor or his offioial staff, but the sllowance mrade
to trem through our liberality shall be subjest to no burden, ¥or
1t wiil be a sufficient relief for all if he carriea on his cffice

legally and is useful to all,

Bpilogue. Your Sublirity, taking oognizance cf this, our will,
st take oare to put it into effect, z2nd aprrove our forethcught,
gince we cresato a new magistrate snd look out for tre interests
of our mabdbjects in all things.

Given March 10, 539,



