Novel 83.

That clergymen shall (in suits) answer before
the bishops.

(Ut clerici apud episcopos respondeant.)
The emperor Justinian Augustus to John, glorious
prastorian nrefect of the Orient the second
time, exconsul ordinary and patrician.
Preface.

Since we have enacted many laws concerning the God-beloved
bishops and the members of the priesthood below them in rank, and
have done so recently concerning the relizious monks, in which we
want the religious monks to answer in actions only before the
bishops of the cities under whom the monasteries are, we have been
aszed by llena, God-beloved archbishop of this fortunate city and
universal patriarcih, to osrant this privilege also to the pious
clergymen, so that if anyone should mve a eivil suit with then,

he should first go before the God-beloved bishop under whom the
elergyman is, ceall on him and receive a decision without writing.(a)
And wihen this has been done, he (the plaintilf) snall make him
(the defendant) no (further) trouble, shall not drag him before
any oivil tribunal nor detain him from his sacred ministry; the
cause shall, without damase, be investigated without writing, or
in writing, if the parties want and ask that, and thus be released
from their nutual contention. 1. 3But if the @od-beloved bishop
cammot decide the ocause on account of the nature thereof or
bessuse of some difficulty, then it wilil bve permitted to go before
a civil magistrate, and under preservation of all the pmivileges
which imperial constitutions have granted to the pious clergymen,

litizate the matte:, put an end to the sult and thus give freedom
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from trouble. Cur honorable magistrates, moreover, shall, accord-
ing to sur laws, zealously hasten to decide tne suits quiekly,
lest the clergymen be called away from their work on accoint of
sueh sults, and lest, while the clergymen should supplicate God
and 4o that whnich is Dbecominz to them, they may be detained in
eourts and the diowds therc and the disturbance by which the
ninds of litigants are usually imbued. 2., But if they are sued
in oBiminal ocases, private (in their nature), the, in this ecity,
tihe competent magistrates, in the provinces, the presidents shall
be their Jjudmes, but the suit shall not exceed the period of two
months from the time of the Joinder of issues, so that a guick
ending shall be given the matter, And it is proper in this
matter, that if the president of the province adjudges the per-
son sumnmoned to be guilty and worthy of punishment, the God-beloved
bishop must first deprive him of his sacerdotal digmnity, before Bhe
punishment is visited upon him.

Note.
Ordinarily all proceedings were taken down in wribing. 3ut som
proceedings were directed to be summary and brief, and in taese

cases they were not reduced to writing., osee note U, 7, 44, 3.

c. 1. If it is an ecclesiastical offense, however, walch re-
quires ecclesiastical chastisement and penalty, the God-beloved
bishap shall be the Jjudge therein, and the presidents of the
wovinces shall not participate therein., For we do not even want
such natters to be known by the c¢ivil magistrates, since it is
proper that they be examined by the cmrch authowities, and that the

souls of the sinners be corrected by ecclesiastical penalties, ac-
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cording to the sacred canons, which our laws do not disdain to
follow. If, however, issues have already been formerly Jjoined

in suits (in oivil courts), they shall continue there and be
gnickly finished. Z=verything (else) moreover, which has already
been enacted by us concernimng the holy churches, or the Goé~beloved

bishops or the clergymen or monks shall remain in force.

EEilog’im .
Your Sublimity must make these provisions, declared

by this imperial law, known to all by yo r own edicts and you

must zealously maintain them forever.

Given at Constantinople iay 18, 599.



