
Spirits? 
Can you study spirits at a university? We do! 

First, you’ll learn how an academic study of religion defines and 
approaches spirits. What are the limits of what we can claim to 
know in the humanistic study of religions?  Then we will travel 
from Haiti to Brazil, to Cuba, to Jamaica, to the Black Church in 
the USA.  

Rituals and Liminality 
The transformation of bodies to restore  African 
ancestors. 
In addition, we learn the anthropological theory of the ritual 
process through which humans undergo transformations, and 
return to the world with an elevated status. This is the work 
that enslaved communities undertook to reclaim their 
connectedness and capacity to heal, protect, and harm. The 
history and geography of the African diaspora contributed to 
the similarities and varieties across Vodou, Candomblé, 
Santeria, Revival Zion, and the Black Church. Weekly, repeatable 
quizzes to learn the vocabulary, video lectures, and you apply 
the concept of liminality in two short papers.  

 

 

One great book is all you need! 
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