ALY

Research and
Economic Development

CELEBRATION OF
EXCELLENCE IN
RESEARCH &_
INNOVATION

January 22, 2026
5:30 Reception
6:15 Dinner & Program

Marian H. Rochelle Gateway Center
222 S 22nd St, Laramie



PROGRAM

OPENING
VICE PRESIDENT PARAG CHITNIS

WELCOME
PRESIDENT EDWARD SEIDEL

REMARKS
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
VICE CHAIR MICHELLE SULLIVAN

RESEARCH & TINNOVATION IN 2025
VICE PRESIDENT PARAG CHITNIS

HONOREES & AWARDS
VICE PRESIDENT PARAG CHITNIS
INTERIM PROVOST ANNE ALEXANDER
PROFESSOR KEN SIMS

RECEPTION MUSIC - FLUTE DUET

JULIA GRINER - CASPER, WY - MUSIC PERFORMANCE
KARINA SCHOESSLER - CODY, WY - MUSIC PERFORMANCE



AWARDS

UW DISTINGUISHED RESEARCHER

Thomas Boothby
Associate Professor, Molecular Biology

UW DISTINGUISHED INNOVATOR

Mohammad Piri
Professor, Petroleum Engineering

UW EXEMPLARY RESEARCH CULTURE
Wyoming Cooperative
Fish & Wildlife Research Unit
Accepted by Director Matt Kauffman

UW DISTINGUISHED RESEARCH SERVICE
Shawna McBride
Senior Director, Research Development & EPSCoR-IDeA Office
Co-Director, Wyoming NASA Space Grant & NASA EPSCoR

Qian-Quan Sun
Professor, Zoology & Physiology
Director, Wyoming Sensory Biology Center

HONOREES
RESEARCH TINNOVATION
David Fay Jared Bushman
Professor, Associate Professor,
Molecular Biology School of Pharmacy

&

Matt Kauffman
Lead Scientist,
WY Migration Initiative
Wildlife Biologist,
U.S. Geological Survey

&

Mark Gomelsky
Professor,
Molecular Biology



COILEGE HONOREES

Melissa Alexander

Carl M. Williams Professor of
Law & Ethics

LAW

Davin Bagdonas

Senior Research Professional
SER

Bledar Bisha

Associate Professor, Food
Microbiology & Department Head,
Animal Science

CALSNR

Jonathan Brant

Professor, Civil & Architectural
Engineering & Construction
Magmt.

CEPS

Jeff Covin
Professor, Management
COB

Joe Holbrook

Associate Professor, Carnivore
and Habitat Ecology

HAUB

Meridith Joyce
Assistant Professor, SOC &
Physics & Astronomy

SoC

Christine McKibbin
Professor, Psychology
A&S

Eric Moody
Associate Director, WIND
CHS

Shane Murphy

Professor, Atmospheric Science
CEPS

Grace Shearrer

Assistant Professor, Family &
Consumer Sciences

CALSNR

Ling Zhang

Assistant Professor, Special
Education

COE

CAREER AWARD WINNERS

Lauren Shoemaker
Associate Professor,
Botany

Ryan Webb
Assistant Professor,
Civil and Architectural
Engineering







































