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Getting involved in the Wyoming Industrial Siting Division’s and Council’s
licensing process:

Typically, before the Industrial Siting Council (ISC) issues a permit, it holds a hearing as part
of a contested case proceeding to comprehensively review relevant information and obtain
input from nearby communities.3® The public can participate in the industrial siting process
by attending the hearing for a proposed industrial project.3* The ISC must hold hearings “at a
community as close as practicable to the proposed facility.”4°

While anyone can attend, Wyoming law limits who among the public can become a party and
how the public can participate in the hearing:*'

e Landowners - Members of the public can become parties to the permit proceeding and
speak at the hearing if they own land that is directly affected by construction of the facility
and nonprofit.

e Nonprofit participants - Members of a nonprofit organization with a Wyoming chapter
can become parties to the permit proceeding and speak at the hearing if the nonprofit
promotes:

» the orderly development of the areas in which the facility is to be located
» conservation or natural beauty,

» environmental protection,

» personal health or other biological values,

» preservation of historical sites,

» consumer interests, or

» those that represent commercial, agricultural and industrial groups.

® Local governments - those local governments who will be affected by an industrial facility
(and received notice and a copy of an industrial siting permit application) can become
parties to the permit proceeding.

e Everyone else - individuals who otherwise do not qualify as a landowners and eligible
nonprofits cannot become parties to a permit proceeding but are permitted to offer
written comments.

38 See WYO. STAT. §§ 35-12-106, 107, 110, 112 (2026).

39 Contested case proceedings require implementation of the Rules of Civil Procedure and the Administrative
Procedures Act.

40 WYO. STAT. §§ 35-12-111(a)(i)-(iii), 35-12-110 (f)i)~(iv); 35-12-107(d)(iv).

41 Seeid. § 35-12-111.
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The right to participate in the hearing is not automatic. To

be included as a party to a permit proceeding, a person or
organization must file a notice of intent with the ISC in writing at
least twenty (20) days before the date of the hearing and may be
asked to participate in a pre-hearing meeting.* Failure to give notice gives
the ISC full discretion to decide whether to allow a member of the public to
participate. Affected landowners and nonprofits who wish to participate as
parties in the permitting proceeding after the hearing or want to challenge
the ISC'’s issuance of a permit in court must submit comments orally at the
hearing, or they waive that right.+Local governments can challenge an
industrial siting permit in court so long as they file their notice of intent to be
a party within the 20-day timeframe.*

» Tip: The ISD's and ISC's meeting agendas with information for becoming a party,
attending, and participating can be found online here: https://deg.wyoming.gov/
industrial-siting-2/council/#eae-pupup-item-1128673614. All public notices, including
those for upcoming hearings, can be found here: https://deg.wyoming.gov/industrial-

siting-2/isd/.

Getting involved with local county
government

Counties may hold public meetings, pass
resolutions, or update zoning ordinances in
response to proposals. Look at the particular
county’s website for information about how to
get involved.

e Where to look:

» County Commissioner website
» Planning & Zoning Board website

42 1d. § 35-12-111(a).
43 Id. § 35-12-111(b).
44 1d.
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PUBLIC RECORDS AND OPEN MEETINGS REQUIREMENTS

State and federal government agencies must abide by public records and open meetings
laws. These laws assure that the work of agencies is visible to the public to facilitate agency
accountability and informed public participation. Open meetings and public comment periods
invite both public input and deliberation, allowing individuals to provide the agency information
to consider before the agency makes a decision, such as issuing a permit.

e Finding Federal NRC Public Records - The NRC publishes regulatory guides, licensing
details and filings, inspection reports, environmental reviews, rulemaking dockets, and
other documents and correspondence written by NRC staff, contractors, and licensees in
an online search engine called ADAMS (Agencywide Document Access and Management
System). The ADAMS search engine can be found here: https://adams-search.nrc.gov/

home.

e Federal NRC Open Meetings Policy - NRC public meetings are intended to ensure that
regulatory and technical issues are discussed in an open and transparent matter so the
public can understand the applicable regulatory issues and NRC actions. With very few
exceptions, NRC meetings are required to be open to the public.*® Information about the
NRC's public meeting policy, webcast information, public meeting schedule, and more

can be found here: https://www.nrc.gov/public-involve/public-meetings.

e The Wyoming Public Records Act - This Act intends to promote disclosure in the workings
of government.*¢ Accordingly, any agencies of the state, counties, municipalities
and political subdivisions must make records that they produce or receive in relation
to transacting public business available to the public. Wyoming does not provide a
central location for people to request public records. Instead, a request should go to
the official custodian at the agency that has responsibility for the record(s) you seek.
The “Public Records Contact List” can be found here: https://lookerstudio.google.com/
reporting/3fb248b7-50d3-4712-892b-396%9ba34664a/page/iXyFB?s=h6V50Th-Gfg.

Alternatively, you can check an agency'’s website directly.

4> The NRC's regulations allow closed meetings only in limited circumstances, such as where opening the meeting
might create an unwarranted invasion of privacy, reveal confidential information or trade secrets, or result in the
premature disclosure of information that would frustrate NRC purposes. See 10 C.F.R.§ 9.104 (2023).

46 WYO. STAT. §§ 16-4-201 through 16-4-205 (2025).

22 Community guide to participation in nuclear facility authorizations



e The Wyoming Open Meetings Law - This Law specifies that “agencies of Wyoming exist
to conduct public business” and, with very limited exceptions, requires deliberations and
actions to be taken openly.*” It requires all agency meetings to be open to the public at
all times, excepting during executive sessions, and limits the rights of a governing body
to have communications outside a meeting.*® The agency is required to provide notice
of upcoming meetings to anyone who requests it. Additionally, an agency in Wyoming
cannot impose any condition on public attendance,*” and must take minutes at any public
meetings. These meeting minutes are published if the agency takes action during the
meeting, and members of the public can request to inspect meeting minutes under the
Wyoming Public Record Law, described above.

INFORMAL ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

This community guide describes opportunities for public participation within formal
administrative procedures. In addition, most project proponents engage in informal public
outreach including town halls and informational meetings that allow community members to ask
questions.

47 WYO. STAT. § 16-4-401 (2025).
8 |d. § 16-4-403(a).
49 However, agencies may ask for a person’s name and affiliation if they want to be recognized at the meeting.
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