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Survey Summary: Public Values and Preferences relating to Wyoming'’s
Energy Future

This summary provides results from a recent survey of Wyoming residents’ values and beliefs related to energy in Wyoming. The survey
was conducted by the University of Wyoming School of Energy Resources in fall 2022. The survey was sent to 2800 randomly-sampled
addresses in Wyoming, with 357 responses. The margin of error is +/- 5.18 percentage points.
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Oil/Natural ~ Natural Qil Rooftop Coal Coal-based Uranium Nuclear- Rare Earth  Utility-scale Wind Hydrogen Carbon
Gas-based Gas-based  Refining Solar Mining electricity ~ Mining based Element/  Solar Farm generation  Capture
electricity  electricity generation electricity Critical Utilization
generation generation generation Mineral & Storage
Mining
Totals do not add up to 100 due to averaging and categories reported.
Preferences regarding ways to capture and store CO,
Permanent Geologic Storage of CO, that is Produced Out-of-State
(transporting CO, that is produced in other states into Wyoming for
permanent geologic storage)
Permanent Geologic Storage (injecting CO, into deep geological formations 31
underground for permanent storage)
Direct Air Capture (removing CO, directly out of the air) “
Enhanced Oil Recovery (injecting CO, into existing oil reservoirs to store CO,
and improve oil recovery) 54
Point Source Capture (capturing CO, directly from a large facility such as a 61
coal or natural gas-based electricity generation-fired electricity plant)
Materials Production (using CO, to make products such as cement)
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Totals do not add up to 100 due to averaging and categories reported.



Beliefs regarding permanent geologic storage of CO,

Geologic storage of CO, is a safe and effective way to permanently store CO,

Developing a geologic storage industry in Wyoming supports the continued
use of fossil fuels which results in CO, emissions and contributes to climate
change

Geologic storage of CO, is important because it
can support Wyoming's economy

Geologic storage of CO, requires expensive technology and infrastructure
and may not be economically viable 35 10 25

Geologic storage of CO, should be one of many low-carbon energy

15 19
industries that Wyoming develops
Geologic storage of CO, is important because it can allow Wyoming to 2 15 21
produce reliable, low-carbon energy from its fossil resources
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Beliefs regarding the use of enhanced oil recovery for captured CO,

EOR is expensive and may not be economically viable 2

N
o
N
~N

EOR contributes to the negative consequences of climate change by
producing more oil, which results in increased CO, emissions

EOR s a safe, effective way to permanently store CO, while also producing oil 14 22

2 36 18

EOR is an important industry that contributes
positively to Wyoming's economy
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Totals do not add up to 100 due to averaging and categories reported.

Beliefs regarding nuclear energy

| am concerned about health and safety issues related to having a Nuclear-
based electricity generation plant in Wyoming

Nuclear-based electricity generation is safe
Nuclear-based electricity generation is an important industry to develop to
support Wyoming's economy

I'am concerned about health and safety issues related to storing nuclear
waste in Wyoming

Nuclear-based electricity generation is important because it provides
reliable, low-carbon energy

.Agree Neutral . Disagree . Not Sure

Totals do not add up to 100 due to averaging and categories reported.



Opinions regarding hydrogen separation

| support hydrogen that is separated from water using renewable energy sources
so there are minimal CO, emissions

| do not support any type of hydrogen separation

I support hydrogen that is separated from fossil fuels

| support any kind of hydrogen separation that
minimizes CO, emissions

| support all types hydrogen separation

| support hydrogen that is separated from fossil fuels and uses carbon capture
utilization and storage so there are minimal CO, emissions

| don't know
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Wyoming residents’ values

Survey participants were asked to distribute 100 points among the following 14 values based on what is most important to them about Wyoming. For
example, if a value was most important, they gave it the most point; if a value was not important, they did not give it any points.
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Recreation Aesthetic
Ivalue I value
Wyoming Wyoming
because it because
provides | enjoy its
places for scenery,
my favorite sights,
outdoor sounds,
recreation smells, etc.
activities.
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Community

Ivalue
Wyoming
because itis
the location
of my
community
and | wish
to preserve
that
community
and its
health,
security and
welfare.
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Biodiversity

Ivalue
Wyoming
because it
provides

places with a

variety of fish,

wildlife, plant
life, etc.
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Spiritual

Ivalue
Wyoming
because it
has sacred,
religious, or
spiritually

special

places to me
or because
it contains
places for
which | feel
reverence
and respect
for nature.
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Life Sustaining

| value Wyo-
ming because
it helps pro-
duce, preserve,
clean, and
renew air, soil,
and water
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Learning

I value
Wyoming
because
we can
learn about
the envi-
ronment
through
scientific
observa-
tion and/or
experimen-
tation.
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Intrinsic

Ivalue
Wyoming in
and of itself,

whether
people are
present or
not.
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Economic

I value
Wyoming
because it
provides
economic
opportuni-
ties related

to minerals,
tourism,
hunting,
manufactur-
ing, energy
production
and other
sectors.
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Therapeutic

I value
Wyoming
because
it contains
places that
make me
feel better,
$ physi-
cally and/or
mentally.

Average number of points out of 100 allocated to this value (measures the intensity with which the value is felt)

45

8.6

Historic

Ivalue
Wyoming
because it
has places
and things
of natural
and human
history that

matter to me,
others and/or
the nation.
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Future

I value
Wyoming
because |

want future
generations
to know and
experience
the State as it
is now.
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Subsistence

I value
Wyoming
because it
provides
necessary
food and
supplies to
sustain my

life.
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Cultural

Ivalue
Wyoming
because itis a
place for me
to continue to
pass down the
wisdom and
knowledge,
traditions, and
way of life of
my ancestors.

Survey participant demographic information

2022 Wyoming Survey 2020 Census Data

Age 18 — 64 Years 50.3% 59.4%
65 Years and over 49.7% 17.9%
Gender Women 40.80% 49.7%
Men 57.20% 50.3%
Education High School Diploma or Higher 99.7% 93.6%
Bachelors Degree or Higher 54.5% 29.2%

Survey respondents in comparison
to the overall demographics of
Wyoming according fo the 2020
Census data.



