Audition Announcement for

A  Midsummer  Night’s  Dream

A ballet based on Shakespeare’s play
Music by Felix Mendelssohn
Choreography by Marsha Fay Knight

Dancers and actors (no speaking roles) needed!
*Please read through this entire document*

Audition dates:  Thursday, October 29 & Friday, October 30, 2020
Anticipated rehearsal span (estimate):  Following conclusion of “29” filming OR November 16 
(whichever is later) through November 21, 2020 for dancing/principal roles.  
Resuming January 22, 2021 through January 24, 2021 prior to start of semester for principal roles and dance ensemble; then into regular company rehearsals starting January 25, 2021.  All scheduling pending current status of public health orders and/or university policies.
Performance dates:  March 18-21, 2021.  BCPA Main Stage


Audition Sign-Up Link - https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-AQxpxT2Ow298AfnQQfTwGBLpORp8aI-W0e9C_8rqVw/edit 

Students on dance scholarship are required to audition.  Theatre Performance students are enthusiastically encouraged to audition but are not required to do so.  Students may be cast in other Spring shows; directors will coordinate schedules and avoid conflicts.

All three Spring semester directors will meet to discuss casting.  Posting of casts for the three Spring semester shows will follow, but expect that to occur mid-to-latter first week of November.  

List of Characters    A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Oberon   The Fairy King
Titania    The Fairy Queen
Puck        Oberon’s servant; a mischievous sprite
The Lovers (the ballet’s plot dwells heavily on the love, spells and confusion of these four)
Hermia        In love with Lysander
Lysander     In love with Hermia 
Helena         Lovesick for Demetrius and set to win him over
Demetrius   Rather fickle (and even unkind), he does not reciprocate Helena’s love
Mustardseed & Peaseblossom   Attendants to Titania; super-fairies!
Fairies of the Forest    Ensemble of six dancers
Nick Bottom  A commoner who, by turns in the plot, is transformed into a donkey and 
dances with Titania. Principal role in the ballet for an actor or dancer.  Requires good movement skill, but not extensive ballet/dance training.  A simple, gentle and comical character.  Gender open; actor with good movement skill or dancer 

Rustics/Mechanicals   Five character parts for dancers and/or actors.  These roles require 
less rehearsal commitment

· Some roles may include pointe work- tbd  These include Titania, Helena, Hermia, Mustardseed and Peaseblossom, Fairies of the Forest; even Nick Bottom as an Ass. You determine if you are going to audition en pointe IF you’ve significant pointe experience.   
· For the Fairies, all or none will dance en pointe pending auditions and development of the piece. 
· Theatre and dance students are encouraged to watch Frederick Ashton’s The Dream, American Ballet Theatre to become familiar with the ballet.  It is an excellent reference for format and characters involved.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s3APvyV9q2Q 

Actors and dancers needn’t prepare any audition content.  Audition phrases will be given at auditions.  
Please come to auditions having spent time becoming familiar with the plot and basic motivation of characters.  Dancers will be cast who extend themselves in terms of acting, who have an understanding of circumstance and environment, and who demonstrate a willingness to venture.  

Guidelines as established in the Department of Theatre and Dance Best Practices Document will be followed!  There are no alerts regarding intimacy, language nor content for this piece.   http://www.uwyo.edu/thd/diversity/index.html

Audition schedule  For purposes of maintaining limit in # of people in the Mains Dance studio, 
sign-up via Google docs (https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-AQxpxT2Ow298AfnQQfTwGBLpORp8aI-W0e9C_8rqVw/edit) will be required for all who are auditioning.  Note that the schedule below may require adjustments pending number of students auditioning.  
Upon arrival at auditions, students must accurately and completely as possible fill out an audition sheet that details conflicts and prior commitments. Information regarding conflicts must be carefully documented per Departmental Best Practices Document.

Thursday Oct. 29
5:30-6:15	Nick Bottom (actors, dancers)
6:15-6:45 	Mechanicals/Rustics (actors, dancers)
6:45-7:30	Oberon, The Lovers (men- Demetrius and Lysander)   
		7:30-8:30	Group I for Titania, The Lovers (women-Hermia and Helena) 
		8:30-9:15	Group II  for Titania,The Lovers (women-Hermia and Helena)
		9:15-10:00	Fairies of the Forest 
	
Friday Oct 30
		4:00-4:45	Nick Bottom and Titania callbacks  
		4:45-5:30	Titania and Oberon callbacks
		5:30-6:00	Dancers called back specifically for the role of Puck
		6:00-7:30	Callbacks for Lovers, men and women
				
Face-to-face auditions is the goal for this process.  Accommodations and reformatting of the audition process will occur if public health and/or the University of Wyoming deem in-person auditions unsafe.  If you are attending UW entirely online and feel you can’t attend F2F auditions but wish to be a part of the audition process, please contact the director at mfknight@uwyo.edu to make alternative audition arrangements.  
 
Rehearsal modality
Currently, all rehearsals are to be scheduled F2F in groups adhering to studio limits and regulations.  See   http://www.uwyo.edu/thd/     for Th&D Covid Policy Document.  
In the early weeks of rehearsal, Midsummer will rehearse in solos, duets and small groups in the Mains Dance Studio. As the process moves forward, rehearsals will move from the Mains Dance Studio onto Main Stage.
In the interest of time efficiency, every effort will be made to schedule a detailed weekly schedule.  

Performance platform
Our goal is to:
1. Perform A Midsummer Night’s Dream on the Main Stage before a small audience.  The production will also be live-streamed to the Thrust Theatre and projected on a large screen (small audience) as well as to at-home audience members.
2. Should an in-theatre audience be prohibited, the performance will be live-streamed.

Lastly, if in-person rehearsal is not permitted, the production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream will be canceled and another platform will be adopted for a Spring to Dance concert (remote solo/duet works, etc. with multiple choreographers)

With appreciation, 

Marsha Fay Knight
Choreographer

Lauren Asher
Production Stage Manager



