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I.  AGENDA ITEM TITLE:  ASUW FY 2013 Budget Increase, Lowe 
 
CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX(ES): 

  Work Session 
  Education Session 
  Information Item 
  Other 

 
 
BACKGROUND AND POLICY CONTEXT OF ISSUE: 
The Associated Students of the University of Wyoming Student Government has a funding 
source titled the ASUW Reserve.  There are stipulations on this reserve that govern the use of the 
funds it contains. Under the ASUW Finance Policy, the Reserve has a floor of $200,000 and a 
ceiling of $300,000.  The Reserve grows when unspent funds at the end of any given fiscal year 
roll into the Reserve.  These unspent funds are mainly comprised of student fees. Currently the 
ASUW Reserve holds $420,192, which is $120,192 over the ceiling.  The only means of 
allocating Reserve funds is through legislation by the Student Senate, either as part of the budget 
developed in March, or through a Senate Bill. 
 
It has been proposed in Senate Bill #2378 (attached), passed by the ASUW Senate by a vote of 
23-4  on Tuesday, November 27, that $70,000 be spent out of the Reserve for an event to be held 
in the spring of 2013.  The event being planned is a major concert to be held in the Arena-
Auditorium, with the cooperation and collaboration of the Wyoming Union’s Concerts & 
Convocations Committee, and the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics.  The concert is estimated 
to cost $170,000.  Athletics has waived the rental fees for use of the Arena-Auditorium.  The 
Concerts & Convocations Committee will provide $75,000 up front and pay any additional 
expenses not covered by generated revenues. 
 
There is a certain urgency in placing this before the Trustees in a special Board meeting.  In 
order to have all the elements in place sequentially for a spring concert, with booking an artist 
and securing the date and location, ASUW must ensure its commitment now to the other partners 
involved. ASUW’s funding of this event will provide free admission for all UW students by 
subsidizing expenses to achieve that goal. 
 
This event will be part of ASUW’s celebration of its 100th Anniversary and is intended to give 
something back to all the students of the University.  It is felt by the Senate that the experience of 
a campus wide concert in the AA is a worthy investment.  More importantly, this event will have 
an immediate impact on all currently enrolled UW students. 
  
WHY THIS ITEM IS BEFORE THE BOARD: 
Trustees review and approve the UW Section II operating budget, which includes the ASUW 
annual operating budget.  Following approval, any subsequent changes, including additional 
withdrawals from the ASUW Reserve in excess of $7,500, require approval of the Board of 
Trustees. 
 



The University of Wyoming 
Board of Trustees’ “Special” Meeting Report 
December 11, 2012 
Page 2 
 
ARGUMENTS IN SUPPORT: 
The proposed request has been approved overwhelmingly by the ASUW Senate, the 
representatives of the UW student body.  The primary source of Reserve funds is unspent 
mandatory fees paid by students. ASUW is obligated to reduce the funds retained in its Reserve 
account. 
 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST: 
The requested funds could be spent differently. 
 
ACTION REQUIRED AT THIS BOARD MEETING: 
Formal approval of the request that ASUW be permitted to allocate $70,000 from the ASUW 
Reserve account to be spent in Fiscal Year 2013 for expenses related to a major concert on the 
campus. 
 
PRESIDENT’S RECOMMENDATION:  
President Buchanan recommends approval. 
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